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Big benefit boost 


The Government has announced it is allocating an extra £200m a year for 


350,000 disabled children, adults and carers. 


The money will be targeted at 
the poorest people and families 
on means-tested benefits. 

Social Security Secretary 
Alistair Darling announced in 
November that from next April 
the carer premium will increase 
by £10 on top of the usual 
annual uprating, bringing it 
from £14.15 to £24.40. This 
will help 200,000 carers. 

And as part of the campaign 
to end child poverty, 80,000 dis- 
abled children will get an extra 
£7.40 as the disabled child pre- 
mium rises to £30 a week. 

Darling also announced 
that the Disability Income 
Guarantee (DIG), which is to 
be launched in April, will give 
£142 and £186.80 for single 
people and couples respectively. 
It will be £14 more than previ- 
ously planned and help 130,000 
severely disabled adults and 
30,000 severely disabled chil- 
dren receiving the higher-rate 
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care component of Disability 
Living Allowance. 

The extra cash will be paid 
to people on Income Support, 
Jobseeker’s Allowance Income 
Based, Housing Benefit and 
Council Tax Benefit. 

People and families getting 
the Working Families’ Tax 
Credit or the Disabled Person’s 
Tax Credit will also be able to 
get the DIG and disabled child 
premium. 

Darling said: “The increases 
prove our determination to give 
help where it is needed most.” 

Liz Daone, head of cam- 
paigns at Scope, said: “These 
proposals are a clear recognition 
of the extra cost of disability. 
But Scope is disappointed that 
the Government is not going 
to help many more disabled 
people by giving them winter 
fuel payments.” 

Lorna Reith, chief executive 
of the Disability Alliance, was 
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angry that Incapacity Benefit 
(IB) will not rise by the same 
amount as the state pension. 
While long-term IB will 
increase from £67.50 to £69.75, 
the single person’s pension will 
rise £5 from £67.50 to £72.50. 
She said: “There is no justifi- 
cation for treating people who 
have to retire early because of 
disability less favourably.” 
e Health Secretary Alan Mil- 
burn has pledged £60m over 
three years to. help social ser- 
vices for disabled children. 
Francine Bates, chief execu- 
tive of Contact a Family, said it 
was “a huge step forward.” 
And a further £85m over 
three years will provide loans to 
people going into residential 
care so they can avoid selling 
their homes in their lifetime to 
pay charges. 
See also page 26. 
DN will carry the benefits 
uprating in January. 


charity John Grooms, opened a new John Grooms care home in 
October. The home contains flats boasting up-to-date technology. 


BCODP chairman steps down 


Bob Williams-Findlay has 
resigned as chairman of the 
British Council of Disabled 
People (BCODP) after facing 
criticism from group members 
(DN, November). 

He blamed work levels but 
said: “I didn’t want to stay 
somewhere where I was taking 


unjustified abuse. I can’t see 
many people wanting this job.” 

Williams-Findlay clashed 
with Manchester Coalition of 
Disabled People last month 
over articles published in its 
magazine. 

BCODP was due to choose a 


new chair as DN went to press. 


Warm Homes campaign ts hotting 
up — but it needs your MP's help 


Nearly 2,600 peo- 

ple, many of 

= them disabled, 

> have joined 

the DN Warm 

Homes campaign 

for winter fuel payments to be 

extended to severely disabled 
people under 60. 

Sixty-two MPs have pledged 
their support, including mem- 
bers of the powerful All Party 
Disablement Group, along with 
many disability organisations 
and the Disability Rights 
Commission. 

An all-party early day 
motion (EDM) organised by 
Labour MP Roger Berry urges 
the Government to extend the 
£150 (now £200) winter fuel 
payment currently paid to pen- 
sioner households to about one 
million disabled people receiv- 
ing the middle or higher rate of 
the Disability Living Allowance 
care component or the higher 
rate of the mobility compo- 


nent, “many of whom feel the 
cold intensely and cannot 
afford to heat their homes 
adequately.” 

Roger Berry 
(left) is looking 
for 100 signa- 
tures to make 
an adjourn- 
ment debate 
feasible. 

“J hope that all DN readers 
will encourage their own MPs 
to sign EDM 1065,” he said. 

Nearly 600 disabled people 
have joined the DN campaign 
along with 2,000 disabled and 
non-disabled people canvassed 
by the Kilmarnock Forum on 
Disability. 

Forum campaigner Margaret 
Lees said: “The cost of extend- 
ing the payment to this targeted 
group of people would be a 
financial drop in the bucket 
compared to the increase of the 
winter fuel payment for every 
pensioner household.” 


DN editor Mary Wilkinson 
said: “We will be writing 
to Social Security Secretary 
Alastair Darling in December, 
giving him our latest figures. 
As temperatures fall, help with 
winter fuel bills becomes more 
pressing. This is an issue which 
will dog the Government until 
something is done.” 


How to join the campaign 
SD The deadline for send- 


W229 ing in surveys has been 
extended to 31 December. 
The form is in DN October/ 
November and is also avail- 
able on the DN website at 
www.disabilitynow.org.uk 

To find out how to con- 
tact your MP, tel: 020 7219 
4272 or visit the website at 
www.locata.co.uk/commons/ 
You can send your MP an 
e-mail directly from this site, 
encouraging them to sign 
EDM 1065S. 
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Indecision on lower DDA threshold 


The Government has'refused to 
say whether it will bring firms 
with fewer than 15 staff under 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA) before 2006 when a 
European Union directive will 
force its hand. 

The directive, passed in 
October, will extend rights to 
the 380,000 disabled people 
who are employed in small 


companies and those in the 
public sector. The Department 
for Education and Employment 
could not confirm whether the 
threshold would come down 
before 2006. 

Britain supports the directive 
but successfully pushed for 
armed forces exemption. All 
other jobs, including the emer- 
gency services, will be covered. 


Caroline Gooding, special 
adviser to the Disability Rights 
Commission, said: “The 
Government could make the 
directive even better by intro- 
ducing it sooner rather than 
later. If the Government chose 
to do so it could include the 
armed services.” 

e Eighty-five per cent of people 
in dispute with employers had 


not heard of the DDA before 
taking legal action, a report 
has found. 

The Institute of Employment 
Rights study Challenging 
Disability at Work*, which 
looked at 2,500 cases lodged 
under the DDA, also found that 
only 12 per cent were about 
recruitment. 


*£6.50, tel: 020 7498 6919. 
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On the right path: Rhys Mallet (/eft), four, in a Whizz-Kidz wheelchair 


Charity presses for 
child chair provision 


The charity Whizz-Kidz held a 
conference in November to 
press for the provision of pow- 
ered wheelchairs for children 
under five years. 

Jan Furumusu, a physiother- 
apist from the Rancho Los 
Amigos Rehab Centre in Los 
Angeles, said that children 
could benefit from the chairs if 
they were assessed to have spa- 
tial awareness and an apprecia- 
tion of danger. 

Ros Ham, director of chil- 


dren’s services at Whizz-Kidz, 
told DN: “The NHS is not pro- 
viding. But the evidence is there 
that the right children with the 
right equipment can benefit 
from as early as 18 months. 

“It can help their whole 
lifestyle. It avoids making them 
passive individuals by seven to 
nine years old when the NHS 
decides to provide. It allows 
them to behave like normal 
kids.” 
www.whizz-kidz.org.uk 


Education gets boost 


Disability campaigners have 
welcomed the Government’s 
announcement that it will 
introduce the Special Edu- 
cational Needs and Disability 
Rights in Education Bill during 
this parliamentary session, 
and provide £220m to improve 
access in schools over the next 
three years. 

But campaigners are con- 
cerned about whether children 
should be compensated if they 
are discriminated against, amid 
fears that schools might see 
payments as an easy way out. 

The Government also ann- 
ounced it would give a further 
£172m to colleges and universi- 
ties to spend on lifts, ramps 
and equipment between 2002 
and 2004. 

Brian Lamb, chair of the 


scottish 


Only 143 Scottish people have 
so far been given direct pay- 
ments to pay for their own care, 
the Scottish Executive has 
admitted. 

Of Scotland’s 32 local 
authorities only 13 had intro- 
duced a scheme, it said. Yet 
they have been allowed to do so 
since 1997. 

A report by the Scottish 
Executive found some authori- 
ties did not even know what 
direct payments were. 

Bute thegestudy =. Direct 
Payments: The Impact on 


Drug shock of psychiatric wards 


Two-thirds of patients in a 
Mind report said that illegal 
drugs were easily available on 
psychiatric wards. 

The report, Environmentally 
Friendly?*, is based on findings 
from 343 people surveyed over 
the last five years. It also found 
that 45 per cent of people 
thought their ward had a 
negative effect on their 
health. Eighty-two per cent said 
they got to spend just 15 min- 


utes or less with staff each day. 

Mind chief executive Judi 
Clements said: “We need major 
improvements if we are to 
have wards suitable for the 21st 
century.” 

Mind is recommending that 
there should be a national 
action plan to tackle the issue 
of illegal drugs on wards. It 
also wants ward policies to 
encourage people to admit 
drug use, so health workers can 


ensure illegal substances do not 
conflict with the health benefits 
of prescribed medication. 

Spokeswoman Julia Mac- 
Pherson said: “We’re not trying 
to be prescriptive, but we are 
saying that wards should be 
safe environments for people.” 

The report was backed by 
the Big Issue magazine sold by 
homeless people, which had 
heard similar stories. 


SEZ 0 ei 0208519 2122. 


People with arthritis are ‘treating themselves - 


People with arthritis are having 
to resort to self-treatment such 
as putting car lubricants like 
WD40 on their joints because 
doctors don’t do enough for 
them, a survey by Arthritis 
Care* has revealed. 

The survey, carried out as 
part of a nine-month national 
roadshow, indicated that peo- 
ple with the condition are still 
getting a second-class service 


— from GPs. 


Of the 1,500 people sur- 


veyed, 80 per cent said they felt 
let down by services and did 
not have basic knowledge of 
their condition. 

Arthritis Care chief executive 
Richard Gutch called on doc- 
tors “to address the Cinderella 
syndrome and get people with 
arthritis to the ball.” 

The charity wants GPs to tell 
people about Arthritis Care 
and refer them to specialists 
more quickly. It has also called 
on the Government to invest 


more money in services and 
new drug treatments. 

Denise Heritage, who worked 
on the roadshow helpline, said: 
“A lot of GPs were not helping 
people to deal with the fatigue 
or depression or even telling 
them about simple things like 
applying heat to a joint.” 

The charity says it can sup- 
port the estimated eight million 
people affected, but GPs are 
not putting them in touch. 

*Tel: 020 7916 1505. 


Special Educational Cons- 
ortium, said disabled children 
can now “look forward to 
equal rights in education and 
an end to discrimination in 
schools.” 

The legislation will require 
schools and colleges to make 
reasonable adjustments to 
improve physical access and 
change policies to remove bar- 
riers to disabled students. 

Campaigners are divided 
over whether children should be 
compensated if there is proof 
they have been discriminated 
against. 

The» ,Department ...for 
Education and Employment 
told DN: “For schools cases we 
judge that the most appropriate 
remedy is an educational one — 
putting right the situation, 


Choice and Control for 
Disabled People* showed that 
the payments can improve peo- 
ple’s lives by allowing them to 
do work or play a fuller role in 
family life, while there were 
very few disadvantages. The 
report recommends making it 
mandatory for authorities to 
offer the scheme. 

Scotland’s Deputy Minister 
for Community Care Iain Grey 
said: “We are considering how 
to move forward on improving 
the operation and uptake of 
direct payments.” 
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stopping the discrimination.” 

Solicitor David Ruebain, vice 
chair of Rights Now!, said 
compensation was important 
because it would show the 
public that discrimination 
shouldn’t happen. 

In some cases — if a child 
had not been allowed to go on 
a trip because of their disability, 
for example — compensation 
could be the only way of 
making amends, he added. 

But Caroline Cooke, policy 
officer at Scope, said: “Financial 
compensation may be, for some 
institutions, an easier and less 
expensive way out. We want to 
see schools and colleges forced 
to change their policies and 
practices to stop discrimination 
against current and future dis- 
abled pupils.” 


payments let-down 


Kate Higgins, policy and 
parliamentary affairs manager 
at. thestchatityg Ga pability 
Scotland, said: “It is disap- 
pointing that so few local 
authorities in Scotland are pro- 
viding direct payments. They 
should be available to all dis- 
abled people who want them. 
Disabled people should have 
choice and at the moment they 
are not getting it.” 

See also page 7. 

*£6, tel: 0131 622 7050, fax: 
0131 622 7017, or visit the web- 
site www.scotland.gov.uk 
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New Deal bids 


The Government has asked 
charities and businesses for bids 
to provide the national roll-out 
of a scheme aimed at getting 
jobs for disabled people. 

The New Deal for Disabled 
People is to go national in July 
following 36 pilots which have 
offered a personal adviser ser- 
vice or innovative ways of find- 
ing and keeping work. 

Now 


job brokers will provide a per- 


a national network of 


sonal adviser service to people 
on incapacity benefits and 
match them to jobs. The £40m- 
a-year scheme will involve part- 
nerships with employers. The 
Government claims one million 
disabled people want work. 
Minister for Disabled People 
Margaret Hodge said: “It’s 
going to have a dramatic 
impact on the lives of thou- 
sands of disabled people.” 


The charity Mencap wel- 


Twins separated 

The conjoined twins Mary and 
Jodie have been separated. The 
operation led to the death of 
Mary, who had an underdevel- 
oped brain and no heart of her 


| 


comed the scheme. Tania Burch- 
ardt, a researcher at the London 
School of Economics, also wel- 
comed it but claimed the per- 
sonal adviser service pilots had 
had “only a marginal impact.” 
A wide-ranging report by Ms 
3urchardt for the Joseph Rown- 
tree Foundation found one in 
three disabled people lose their 
jobs within a year of starting. 
Enduring Economic Exclu- 
sion: Disabled People, Income 
and Work* 


in six people who become dis- 


also found that one 


abled while in work lose their 
job within one year. 

The Government has ann- 
ounced job retention pilots 
to start in April, but Ms 
Burchardt said there needed to 
be “much more work” on this. 
*£14.95 plus £2 P&P, tel: 01904 
430033. For a free summary, go 
to the website www.jrforg.uk, 


or tel: 01904 615905. 


own. The Court of Appeal ruled 
in October that the operation 
should go ahead (DN, October). 


HIV demand 


A Terrence Higgins Trust 
Lighthouse report has called 
for HIV to be fully covered by 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act. www.tht.org.uk 
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Men of the moment: Gymnast Greg Silvester (/eft), who helped carry the Olympic flame, and Olympic 
gold medallist Steve Redgrave, who has diabetes, were among the winners of the People of the Year 
2000 awards organised by the disability charity RADAR. For more details, visit www.radar.org.uk 


Good taxi news, but campaign continues 


Licensed taxi drivers are to be 
forced to carry guide and 
assistance dogs at no extra 
cost under regulations to be 
introduced in England and 
Wales in March. Scotland has 
similar plans. 

Taxi drivers who cannot 
carry dogs because of a medical 
condition such as an allergy 
will have to display a badge. 

The rules come under the 
Disability Discrimination Act 


and were welcomed by charities. 

Peter Gorbing, chief execu- 
tive of Dogs for the Disabled, 
said: “We are delighted. This 
recognises the role assistance 
dogs play.” 

But because the rules do not 
apply to all taxis, charities 
have pledged to continue 
campaigning. 

Unlike licensed black cabs 
which can be flagged down, it 
will still be up to local authori- 


EE 


ties whether private minicabs 
have to carry dogs. 

A spokesman for the Guide 
Dogs for the Blind Association 
said: “We want the law to say 
private-hire vehicles will accept 
guide-dog owners unless they 
have a valid medical reason, 
rather than this piece-meal 
approach.” 

The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind is also continuing 
its campaign. 
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Equipment shake-up 


Health Minister John Hutton 
outlined in October how ser- 
vices will operate under the 
Government’s plan for a 50 per 
cent increase in provision of 
community equipment by 2004. 

The drive, announced in the 
NHS Plan in July, is aimed at 
helping disabled and elderly 
people to continue living in the 
community by supplying items 


| like commodes and grab rails. 
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Plans include local and health 
authorities working together on 
equipment provision and use of 
technology like alarms for peo- 
ple with memory problems. 

Mr Hutton also called for 
professionals to work in an inte- 
grated way. 

He added: “It is a false econ- 


omy not to provide people with 
equipment and then provide 
home care services to do things 
for them just because assess- 
ments are done by separate 
professionals.” 

He also said that more 
equipment should be available 
in shops. 

However, Boots has now 
withdrawn its Active and 
Independent service, which 
supplied 450 types of disability 
equipment, saying it could not 
control supplier prices. It will 
now stock only a small range of 
the most popular products. - 

Meanwhile, the British 
Healthcare Trades Association 
(BHTA) has set up an individ- 
ual registration scheme* for 


“ 
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Parking protest: A demo took place in October to support Claire 
Glasman (left), who is appealing against a £200 parking fine from 
Westminster Council. The authority does not recognise the 
orange/blue badge scheme but allows badge holders an extra free 


hour on parking meters. 


MARION BULL 


suppliers of non-medicinal 
products like wheelchairs, and 
visual and mobility aids. 

All people who assess, 
advise, train or support cus- 
tomers will be able to apply to 
join the register. 

A disciplinary board will be 
headed by John Hougham, 
deputy the 
Disability Rights Soins ian. 
e The Snappi Dressa**, a piece 
of equipment which helps peo- 
ple dress themselves, won the 
overall best product prize at the 
Independent Living Design 
Awards run by BHTA and the 
charity Phab. It is made by 
Nottingham Rehab Supplies. 
*To register, tel: 01732 458868. 
** Snappi, tel: 0845 6060911. 


NICE told to 
reconsider beta 
interferon 


An appeals panel has told the 
National Institute for Clinical 
Excellence (NICE) to recon- 
sider its recommendation that 
the multiple sclerosis (MS) drug 
beta interferon should not be 
available on the NHS. 

The panel ruled that NICE 
had not sufficiently explained 
its reasons for concluding that 
the drug was not cost-effective 
and had not considered its 
long-term effects. The NICE 
appraisal committee will meet 
on 13 December to reconsider 
its advice. A decision is not 
expected until the new year. 

Patient groups and the MS 
Society claim beta interferon 
has helped thousands of people. 

Peter Cardy, chief executive 
of the MS Society, said: “This 
delay will create even more mis- 
ery for people already living 
with a devastating disease.” 

See also page 20. 


chairman of 


London looks at transport access 


Proposals for an accessible 
public transport system in 
London are to be published for 
consultation by the Greater 
London Authority (GLA). 

The Draft Transport 
Strategy for London will be 
available in January*. It pro- 
poses better enforcement of 
badge parking schemes, 
removal of pavement obstruc- 
tions and greater minicab regu- 
lation. London Underground 
and Railtrack will be asked to 
ensure greater station access. 

Sean Thompson, coordina- 
tor of Dial-a-Ride and the 
Taxicard Users’ Association, 
said: “It gets right to the heart 
of the problems faced by dis- 


abled people in London. The 
key thing is that there’s real 
emphasis on the involvement of 
disabled people in the develop- 
ment of services.” 

Bryan Heiser, director of the 
London Accessible Transport 
Alliance and special adviser to 
Transport for London, said: 
“There are 24 action points, 
which give a framework for 
radically overhauling transport 
in London. The only question 
is when this can be done.” 

Meanwhile, Mr Heiser high- 
lighted the inaccessibility of the 
new Jubilee line underground 
extension. He said problems 
included lifts that do not work, 
inaccessible ticket machines 


and toilets that are locked. 

“It’s appalling,” said Mr 
Heiser. “We must make sure it 
never happens again — and the 
strategy document is one step 
towards that.” 

A London Underground 
spokesperson said toilets were 
sometimes locked to stop van- 
dalism, and lifts were only out 
of action at two Jubilee exten- 
sion stations. In those stations, 
passengers would be offered 
free accessible transport to the 
next station with a working lift. 

“Tes mourpertect  aiycne 
moment, but it’s a lot better 
than what we’ve had before,” 
he said. 


*www.london.gov.uk 


US states lead 


WS" states 
a Nevada and 
Colorado have 
voted to legalise 
cannabis for medical 
purposes. In total eight states 
have now done so. 

But the UK Government has 
said it will be 2004 before even 
derivatives of the drug could be 
available in this country. 


In a referendum on the same 
day as the presidential elections 
in November, Nevada voted to 
allow disabled people, includ- 
ing those with multiple sclero- 
sis, epilepsy and glaucoma, to 
use cannabis on the advice of 
their doctors. 

In Colorado voters said pos- 
session for medical use should 
give a legal defence. 


Paul Flynn, Labour MP for. 


Newport West, said: “If we 
looked rationally at the out- 
comes of what is happening in 


other countries we could 


Work partnership 

The Shaw Trust and Remploy, 
which help create job opportu- 
nities for severely disabled 
people, are working together to 
help health and local authori- 
ties meet government require- 
ments for welfare-to-work 
provision. People with learning 
or behaviour difficulties who 


on cannabis 


reduce harm and do a great 
deal of good.” 

But Downing Street slapped 
down Cabinet Office Minister 
Mo Mowlam in November, 
after she said derivatives of the 
drug could be available within 
a year. It said it would be 2004 
before a medicinal form of the 
drug could be legalised after 
ongoing medical trials. 

Meanwhile, in a survey of 
1,000 UK doctors carried out 
by the website Medix UK eight 
out of ten said they would pre- 
scribe cannabis to disabled peo- 
ple if the law allowed it. 

And 54 per cent of doctors 
said that the law on cannabis 
was too strict. 

e Mr Flynn said the Second 
Annual Report by drugs czar 
Keith WHallawell on 
Government’s success in drugs 
seizures and education against 
drugs, issued in November, was 


the 


“vacuous and irrational”. 


are long-stay hospital patients 
or day-service users are among 
the groups likely to benefit. 
Tel: 01295 275333. 


Correction 

Damien Sarsfield was wrongly 
described as a member of 
the Labour Party’s National 
Executive in DN November. 
He is a member of the National 
Executive Committee of 
the Labour Party Disabled 
Members Group. 


WATERGENIE 
THE PORTABLE SHOWERING SYSTEM 


Wuo Is MISSING Out ON A BATH? 


@ Easy to use 
e Portable 
® Fits on a single bed 


e Safe and reliable 
© No lifting or hoisting 
e No plumbing-in required 


The Easy immediate, cost effective solution to all those 
difficult and intractable bathing problems. No more 
“old fashioned”, unsatisfactory bed-baths. 


WaterGenie lets you shower the client in their own bed area. 


Call Genie Care NOW for more information or a 
FREE demonstration. 


25 Sea Lane, East Preston, Littlehampton 
West Sussex BN16 INH, UK. 


=~ 


Tel: 01903 733377 Fax: 01903 850165 E-mail: genie@mistral.co.uk 
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6 News 


Schools lack accessible | Council cuts complaint 
materials — RNIB report 


Blind and partially sighted chil- 
dren are being denied a proper 
education because of inaccessi- 
ble reading material. 

A new report* carried out for 
the Royal National Institute for 
the Blind (RNIB) found 23 per 
cent of visually impaired chil- 
dren in mainstream schools 
often fail to get accessible hand- 
outs in Braille, large print or on 
tape. Forty-seven per cent of stu- 
dents often do not get books in 
their preferred format. 

The report also found that 
74 per cent of mainstream 


pupils receive no mobility or 
independence training. 

Shaping the Future is based 
on a survey of 1,000 blind and 
partially sighted children and 
young people between the age 
of five and 25. 

Louise Clunies-Ross, assis- 
tant director of education at 
the RNIB, said: “Blind and par- 
tially sighted children should be 
included in all educational 
activities. Too many still have 
to wait for specialist equipment 
and course materials they can 
read or they are simply left out 


of activities wrongly perceived 
as inaccessible.” 

Education and Employment 
Secretary David Blunkett said: 
“The Government is commit- 
ted to an inclusive educational 
system.” 

The Department of Trade 
and Industry would be consult- 
ing on an exemption from 
copyright rules for visually 
impaired people later this year, 
he said. Current rules make it 
difficult to put material in an 
accessible format. 

*Tel: 0845 766 9999. 


Six million could get better energy services 


Up to six million disabled, sick 
and elderly people are unaware 
that they could get special 
services from their gas or elec- 
tricity company. Two million 
do not know that they qualify 
for a free gas safety check. 
Research published in 
November by Energywatch, a 


new body representing energy 
consumers, found these people 
did not know they could be put 
on the priority service register 
(PSR). This gives special treat- 
ment when there is interrupted 
supply, with alternative heating 
and cooking facilities provided. 

Energywatch chief executive 


Stephen Reid said: “We will 
campaign with the industry to 
double the number of house- 
holds on the PSR, and will set a 
demanding target for increas- 
ing the number receiving a free 
annual gas safety check.” 
Energywatch, tel: 0845 906 
0708, minicom: 0345 581401. 


_ In brief 


Good call 

A European Directive on tele- 
phony provision, the EC 
Revised Voice Telephony 
Directive 98/10/EC, has set a 
number of obligations to be 
met by providers of fixed-line 
services. Items include the need 
for call boxes to include ampli- 
fication facilities as well cou- 
pling to hearing aids and text- 
phones, and a priority repair 
service for disabled customers. 
Oftel, the telecommunications 
regulator, is looking at how 
similar changes can be made by 
mobile operators. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Italy, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 
Weekend Breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Web directory 

A new online directory has 
been set up to make finding 
anything from continence 
products to a stairlift easier for 
disabled people. Any compa- 
nies wanting to be included 
should log on and can register 
their details on the site. 
www.fordisabledpeople.com, 
tel: 01282 412635. 


Media awards 

Three Thin Ladies, an episode 
in a Channel 4 series which 
examined eating disorders, The 
Trouble With Food, won the 
best TV documentary category 
at this year’s mental health 
media awards. Channel 4 
drama Kid in the Corner, 


Our brochure with coloured pictures is available at 
www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 
Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844, 
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about a child with behavioural 
difficulties, landed the best 
drama award. A feature on 
African Caribbean people and 
schizophrenia by BBC2’s 
Newsnight won best TV news 
coverage, but judges expressed 
disappointment at the quality 
of news coverage of mental 
health issues. 


Sorted site 

Sort It! is a new Royal National 
Institute for the Blind website 
aimed at partially sighted and 
blind children age 11-16. The 
site includes details of leisure 
activities all over the UK, as 
well as advice on dealing with 
bullying and a bulletin board. 
www.sortit.org.uk 


A High Court has upheld a 
complaint from disability 
groups in Haringey, north 
London, that their local 
authority cut funding without 
proper consultation. 

Haringey Consortium of 
Disabled People and Carers 
(HCDC) and Age Concern 
Haringey were given just 48 
hours’ notice by Haringey 
council of proposals to reduce 
their funding by £33,000 and 
£14,900 respectively in 
December 1999. 

Mr Justice Scott-Baker ruled 
in October that the local 
authority had failed to give due 
consideration to the two 
groups. He said that in future 
groups should be given prior 


The DN/Leonard Cheshire Freedom in Focus photographs are 
on tour. See them in Liverpool Cathedral, 8-19 January, tel: 0151 
709 6271, or Edinburgh University Library, 29 January-10 
February, tel: 0131 650 1000. See DN October for the winners. 


so age 


NN 


tne 


written notice and have reason- | 
able opportunity to make rep- 
resentations to the council. 
Haringey was ordered to pay 
the groups’ costs. Both will 
continue to function. | 
Pam Moffatt, chair of. 
HCDG, said: “We’re delighted. 
We felt that the council could 
see that an easy way to make | 
cuts was to use disability and 
older people’s organisations 
because we weren’t going to 
make a fuss.” | 
A statement from Haringey | 
council said: “The council very | 
much regrets that it had to| 
implement cuts to the funding | 
for these organisations. We} 
recognise the enormously valu- 
able work that they carry out.” | 


Signature smiles: A campaign highlighting the problems some people face when signing their name and | 
promoting alternatives like signature stamps was launched in November by (left to right) Tim Sweeney,} 
director general of the British Bankers’ Association, Richard Briers, president of the Parkinson’s Disease| 
Society, and Mary Baker, chief executive of the Parkinson’s Disease Society. See also page 32. 
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Scientific breakthr-ewe: Sheep have been bred with human DNA) 
and cells in their body tissue by scientists at the Children’s Institute 
for Surgical Science in Philadelphia, USA. Lamb foetuses were) 
injected with human stem cells which remained recognisably) 
human as the sheep grew. It is hoped the technique could be used to 


. 
transplant cells between species. DAVID SHENTON] 
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News 7 


Miles walks miles: Miles Hilton-Barber, 52, hopes to become the first blind person to walk the 730 


miles across Antarctica to the South Pole. Miles, a project manager at the Royal National Institute for 


the Blind, wants to raise £2.5m in his walk which finishes on 30 January. 


Independence blow 


Two new reports suggest that 
moves towards independent liv- 
ing for disabled people have not 
been as swift or successful as 
recently suggested. 

A report* by the Govern- 
ment’s Social Services Inspect- 
orate (SSI), published in 
October, says that although 
more councils are using the 
direct payments scheme, take- 
up is still low in many areas. It 
says lack of support from social 
services staff could be to blame. 

Meanwhile, a review** of the 
Government’s Supporting 
People Programme, produced 
by the Joseph Rowntree Found- 
ation, has warned that some 
people’s independence is being 
undermined by lack of income. 


Variations in charging for 
care mean some people are left 
with just £15.45 a week in per- 
sonal expenses allowance. 

The report recommends 
changes in assessment of care 
needs, a common charging sys- 
tem for support and home care, 
and abolition of support charges 
for temporary provision. 

Frances Hasler, director of the 
Centre for Independent Living, 
said: “It is encouraging that the 
SSI report shows widespread 
understanding of independent 
living, but it is disturbing that so 
many local authorities are not 
making progress on putting it 
into practice. 

“The other report shows the 
Government is not sorting out 


RNIB 


the massive barriers to indepen- 
dent living that exist within the 
benefits system.” 

A spokesperson for the 
Department of Health said: 
“Our report shows that there is 
room for improvement.” 

*New Directions for Indepen- 
dent Living — Inspection of 
Independent Living Arrange- 
ments for Younger Disabled 
Peapleyreey froma yD 
Publications, PO: Box 777, 
London SE1 6XH. 
**Supporting People All The 
Way: An Overview of the 
Supporting People Programme, 
Steve Griffiths, £13.95 plus £2 
PeP, York Publishing Services, 
64 Hallfield Road, Layerthorpe, 
York YO31 7ZO. 


Australians set web precedent 


A blind Australian internet user 
has successfully sued the 
Sydney Organising Committee 
for the Olympic Games for not 
ensuring its website is accessi- 
ble to visually impaired people 
(see DN, November 1999). 
Bruce Maguire was awarded 
$20,000Au under the Australian 
Disability Discrimination Act 


(DDA) in November. The web- 
site www.olympics.com cannot 
be successfully read using voice 
or Braille conversion software 
and does not have substitute 
text for pictures. 

The case could set a prece- 
dent for similar action in the 
UK. New media is not specifi- 
cally mentioned in the British 


DDA, but websites are covered 
under the provision of goods 
and services. 

Julie Howell, new media 
campaigner at the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind, 
said they were looking for a test 
case. “We are basically saying 
to organisations with websites 


>» 


‘look out’. 


Deafblind let-down 


Government plans to improve 
services for deafblind people do 
not go far enough because there 
is no ring-fenced funding, the 
charity Sense has said. 

Health Minister John 
Hutton announced guidance in 
October which said local 
authorities should identify 
deafblind people locally and 
keep a record of them. They 
should also provide appropriate 
services and one-to-one support 
workers for those people who 
need them. 

Mr Hutton said: “Not all 
deafblind people who need 
help are in touch with social 
services, and those who are 
do not always get the right ser- 


vice. We must do more to 


ensure that the services on 
offer fit the needs of the 
person.” 

The decision to issue guid- 
ance followed a seven-month 
consultation with groups like 
Deafblind UK and Sense. 

Benedict Lewin-Leigh, head 
of campaigns and policy at 
Sense, said the guidance was 
“fantastic”. 

But he added: “Unfor- 
tunately, it will not be backed 
up with ring-fenced or extra 
money for local authorities 
to be able to provide these 
services. 

“We are worried that with- 
out money specifically set aside 
for these services they may 


never happen.” 


Royale approval: The first “one-stop shop” providing information 
to people with sensory impairments opened in Manchester’s Old 
Trafford Centre in October. It was launched by Ricky Tomlinson 
from TV’s Royale Family, Doris Moreton, project manager at the 
Royal National Institute for Deaf People, and local schoolchildren. 


Fam! 


The family of a teenage boy 
with Down’s syndrome is suing 
a hospital doctor for telling 
them that his heart and lung 
condition was “inoperable” 
when he was born. 

Maralyn and Alvin Adey 
from West Yorkshire claim pae- 
diatric cardiologist Dr David 
Dickinson advised them when 
their son Kristian was born at 
Killingbeck hospital, Leeds, in 
1985. Mrs Adey told the High 
Court in Leeds in November 
that Dr Dickinson had said 
there was nothing he could do 
to help Kristian, now aged 15, 
who had holes in all four cham- 
bers of his heart. 

Nowadays similar opera- 


y sues heart doctor 


tions on children with Down’s 
syndrome are commonplace 
and have high success rates. 

Kristian now has breathing 
difficulties, is an occasional 
wheelchair user and has a 
limited life expectancy. 

Carol Boys, chief executive 
of the Down’s Syndrome 
Association, welcomed the 
Adeys’ efforts. “It is clear from 
our own research that a signifi- 
cant number of medical profes- 
sionals have difficulty seeing a 
patient with Down’s syndrome 
simply as a person with med- 
ical needs.” 

Leeds health authority said 
they could not comment on 
individual cases. 


~ & 


oe Call 


sont 1S 


2 


soon for details and to make a booking 


ry, 


CHURCHTOWN 


Scope’s exciting outdoor activity centre can now offer purpose built self-catering accamméddation for families and small 
groups. Set in the heart of the Cornish countryside in the village of Lanlivery, the C@gntre ig 

tourist attractions including the unique Eden Project. t 
Features include: Fully wheelchair accessible * Built-in electric hoist * Three doubl 
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O 


ornwall PL 
Tel: 01208 872148 Fax: 01208 873377 E-mail: Churchtown@saqnet.co.uk 
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€ bedrooms + Two bathrooms 
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8 Scope conference/AGM 


Slimmed down but raring to go 


Job losses and a reduction in 
some services will result from 
£3.75m spending cuts by Scope 
next year. 

The cuts will pin back the 
charity’s annual spending of 
non-fee income to about £10.6m. 

But the charity’s annual gen- 
eral meeting (AGM) also heard 
of expanded services for chil- 
dren with cerebral palsy (CP) 
and some disabled adults in the 
four priority areas of Scope’s 
new Vision. These areas are 
post-diagnosis and pre-school, 
education, employment, and 
support in daily living. 

Scope chief “executive 
Richard Brewster said the 
charity would make savings 
through “significant” staff cuts 
in its partnership teams, which 
currently offer information 
and support to disabled peo- 
ple, their families and local 
groups. And Scope running 


costs will be cut by £1m. 


Most of the cuts will be 
aimed at ensuring that Scope 
can expand its services to 
children, so that by 2006 all 
children with CP and their 
families are supported after 
diagnosis. 

What remains of partnership 
team staff will be used to create 
five new support teams to assist 
with this work and help chil- 
dren in crisis. There are plans 
for nine teams eventually. Other 
remaining staff will form a 
team supporting partnership 


committees. 
By 2006 Scope will have 
moved 140 children from 


Scope schools into integrated 
settings and wiped out its £1m 
subsidy to schools. For the 
time being there are no plans 
to close any. And every year 
Scope will help 3,000 policy- 
makers in local authorities, as 
well as teachers and therapists, 
to understand and support 


“UY otability 


The UTAH accessible car. 


The ideal family car with five seats and an easy access 
wheelchair position. 


Standard features include: 
2.0 litre petrol or turbo diesel engine 


Options include: 
automatic transmission 
metallic paint 

ABS and airbags 
swivel front seats. 


Prices from £18,000 for 52” 
headroom UTAH, or £19,300 for 
the 59” headroom Montana. 


power steering, 

air conditioning, 
central locking, 
stereo system. 
Lightweight easy 
entry ramp, lowered 
floor, electric restraint 


system for wheelchair and 
safety belt for wheelchair user. 


q a 


Used vehicles? Yes various models 


from £3,000 to £15,000, all with full 
service, MOT and warranty. 


For further details ring David or Paul on 


01626 853050 


DisabilityNow December 2000 


JIM WINSLET 


disabled children better. 

Scope will also expand ser- 
vices for disabled adults. 

By 2006 it will be helping 
2,000 disabled people per year 
find appropriate work. All peo- 
ple with CP who want to work 
will have high-quality careers 
advice. 

Scope will close or redevelop 
its remaining large institutional 
care centres, so that by 2006 
200 people living in such insti- 
tutions will have moved to 
accommodation of their choice. 

The leadership faced anger 
from some delegates. 

There were accusations, 
denied by Brewster, that dis- 
abled people had not been suffi- 
ciently involved in the decisions. 

There was also criticism of 
the executive council (EC)’s 
handling of Scope’s financial 
problems. 

Eric Homewood, for exam- 
ple, chair of the South East 
Partnership, called for a skills 
audit and training of EC mem- 
bers, and a time limit on their 
service. 

“We need to know that 
those at the forefront of these 
plans, both the EC and senior 
managers, are able to cope,” 
he said. 

Scope chairman Jim Hos- 
kisson said the EC had decided 
in March to look at governance 
and has asked for training. It 
will be bringing proposals to 
the 2001 AGM. 

But he warned that demand- 
ing proof of skills could bar 


Sex, drugs and hum 


Fun, freedom and frolics were 
on the menu at this year’s 
Scope conference. 

Caroline Gooding, special 
adviser at the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC), warned 
that the Human Rights Act 
could not be taken for granted, 
and groups would need to edu- 
cate the courts and government. 
“What we might mean by 
human rights is different from 
what judges mean.” 

TV presenter Mik Scarlet said 
disabled people were winning 
the integration fight and now 
needed to fight to be individuals. 
DRC chair Bert Massie should 
campaign for disabled people to 
“get off our tits on drugs” in a 
party in a field, he joked. 

Public relations consultant 
Ben Furner said disabled people 
should accept responsibilities if 
they wanted rights. “If we want 
equal voices, access and oppor- 
tunities we have to put our own 
house in order not project our- 
selves in a way which means the 
world will treat us differently.” 


some disabled people from the 
posts, and pointed out that 
people serving for long periods 
had been elected. 

“The Vision says where we 
must be working in the future 
and defines where we will not 
be working. In doing that coun- 
cil has been fully aware of the 
financial position of the organi- 
sation and it is in control.” 


It meant taking jobs if you 
could do them, he said, and not 
milking the system. 

Lee Jasper, policy adviser for 
equality to the Mayor of 
London, said that disabled, gay 
and ethnic groups should form 
“a broad alliance that can defend 
our rights across the board.” 

At a human rights seminar 
Rachel Hurst (above), director 
of Disability Awareness in 
Action, said: “Disability aware- 
ness training for judges is not 
getting the message through.” 

She asked Scope to campaign 
against the threat of eugenics. 

On access, Alice Maynard 
Lupton, Railtrack disability 
strategy manager, said it would 
cost at least £720m to adapt 


The bigger picture: Mik Scarlet introduces a lighter note 


po 
SCOPE 


FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


The deficit came from a 
drop in voluntary and shops 
income rather than uncon- 
trolled spending, he said. : 
e Peter Clery, Richard Gamble, 
Jan Hildreth, Ian Jones, Paul 
Roper and Les Unwin were 
elected to the EC. Denise 
Bloomfield and Karl Williamson} 
were not re-elected. Over 50 per’ 
cent of the EC are disabled. 


an rights. 


stations, and urged Scope to) 
study the cross-sector benefits| 
of fully accessible public trans-| 
port. Under current plans, it| 
will be 2032 before all trains are 
accessible. 

In the social rights seminar, 
Simon Parrit, director of the| 
Association to Aid the Sexual 
and Personal Relationships of 
People with a Disability, said| 
parents and professionals had| 
protected disabled people and 
themselves from confronting the 
sexual identity of disabled peo-| 
ple. He said “a risk-free life is| 
no life at all” and called for 
personal assistance contracts to 
recognise sexual needs, oe 
gacy to be addressed and for! 
sex education to be improved 
(“it’s appalling”). | 

Richard Brewster, Scope 
chief executive, said: “At the 
heart of all that we have debat- 
ed remain the prejudices that 
mean disabled people’s voices 
are not being heard. People are 
demanding that they be lis- 


tened to in very concrete ways.” 


News 9 


Freeserve wins charity award for TV ad 


A TV advert for the internet 
service provider Freeserve fea- 
turing model and Paralympian 
Aimee Mullins has won an 
award for its positive portrayal 
of disabled people. 

Known as “Catwalk” and 
produced by M&C Saatchi, the 
ad was given first prize in the 
Give Us A (Commercial) Break 
Awards organised by disability 


Post office 
closures at 
all-time high 


Post office closures have hit 
record highs, according to fig- 
ures from the Department of 
Trade and Industry. 

In the six months from April 
to September, 333 post offices 
shut, just 49 fewer than the 


record closures recorded in the 


——— 


whole of the previous financial 
year. 

e The Government has called 
on high-street banks to ensure 
“basic” bank accounts are up 
and running. Accounts that do 
not require credit checks and 
do not allow customers to go 
overdrawn are seen as the key 
to preventing financial exclu- 
sion for people on low incomes. 


Sports cash 
Businessman Peter Harrison 
has donated £30m to a new 
fund which, among other 
things, will provide money for 
disability sport and special 
needs in education. 

Giving out £1.5m a year to 
regional and national projects, 
the Peter Harrison Foundation 
made its first grant of £250,000 
to RYA Sailability in October. 
Tel: 01737 228000. 


Skill boost 


Skill: National Bureau for 


Students with Disabilities is to 
i get a grant of £122,680 over 


two years from the New 
Opportunities Fund (NOF), 
which distributes National 
Lottery money. 

The grant will go towards 
creating a web-based version of 
the organisation’s guide Into 
Higher Education. 

Skill website: www.skill.org.uk 
NOF website: www.nof.org.uk 


Legal help 

Free legal information is avail- 
able at www.freelawyer.co.uk, 
including help on employment 
and housing. Standard docu- 
ments like wills can be down- 
loaded for free. 


charity Scope in November. 

Runners up were St Luke’s 
Teletext ad “Glory” and Bartle 
Bogle Hegarty’s “Ideal Man” 
for One 2 One. 

Margie Woodward, Scope 
equality adviser, said: “Let’s 
hope more agencies seize the 
opportunity to include disabled 
people in TV ads.” 

e The US sports shoe manufac- 


turer Nike has been slammed 
for an ad portraying wheel- 
chair users as “drooling” and 
“misshapen”. The ad, which 
appeared in the US magazine 
Backpacker, featured a charac- 
ter who claimed spinal cord 
injury would make him a 
“husk of my former self, forced 
tOmpso ami itheplcasthecifime.a 
motorised wheelchair.” It has 


www.motomed-medimotion.co.uk 


“Pico” Lower 
body model 


“Viv. a” 


model 


Lower 


body 


not been produced in the UK. 
An apology issued by Nike 
said: “Clearly, disabilities of any 
form are no laughing matter 
and that paragraph should not 
have been included in the ad.” 
Christina McGill, head of 
the press office at Scope and 
organiser of the Give Us A 
(Commercial) Break Awards, 
said: “This is an unbelievable 


“Wiy a’ 
Full body 
model 


example of complete disre- 
spect for disabled people 
bya Nike, oT bis 


assumption-laden advert will 


shallow, 


severely damage the compa- 
ny’s reputation. 

“They simply didn’t con- 
sider their market. Here in the 
UK Nike have been producing 
exemplary adverts featuring 


disabled sports people.” 


THE NEW 
VIVA’ 
STALE Ot 
THE ARI 
THERAQEWHC 
EXERCISER. 


240 VOLT MACHINES FOR LOWER 
AND UPPER BODY THERAPY. 


UNIQUE ANTI SPASM CONTROL ENSURES SAFE AND 
GENTLE CONTINUOUS PASSIVE MOTION. 


Can also be used as active trainer using your own muscle power. 
Handset operates at variable speeds and resistance to encourage 
progress and provides bio-feedback with a digital display. 


Designed specifically for M.S. and C.P. patients 


tetraplegia) 


spastic and rheumatic illnesses 


e blood circulation disorders 
(prophylaxis of thrombosis) 


e Parkinson's disease 
e muscular dystrophy 


e arthrosis 


e multiple sclerosis 
e paralysis (paraplegia and 


SUITABLE FOR 


and used extensively Worldwide for 
Rehabilitation and Physiotherapy. 


e ‘stroke’ patients 
¢ non-inflammatory illness of 


the peripheral nerves 


oedemas 


(polyneuropathy) 
insufficient physical exercise 


osteoporosis 
stiffness of the joints 


SOLE UK IMPORTER 


TAKE POSITIVE ACTION TO HELP YOUR CIRCULATORY PROBLEMS 
AND IMPROVE THE FLEXIBILITY OF YOUR JOINTS 
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10 Health 


Scans hint fo 


schizophrenia 


Brain scans could be used to 
detect schizophrenia, 
doctors start treatment at a very 
early stage of the condition. 

A study by the Institute of 
Psychiatry at the Maudsley 
Hospital in London carried 


out magnetic resonance imag- 


ing scans on 68 people. Of 


these, 37 had recently experi- 


enced their first episode of 


psychosis, while the rest had 

no mental health problems. 
The study, led by Dr 

found that 


substantial brain changes are 


Tonmoy Sharma, 


present in the very early stages 
of schizophrenia. 

Dr Sharma said that if brain 
scans could detect schizophre- 
nia before it developed, “pre- 


letting 


ventive psychiatry” might be a 
“realistic possibility.” 

“So far our instruments for 
diagnosis have not been good 
enough to allow us to intervene 
before schizophrenia devel- 
ops,” he said. . 

“It’s probably not going to 
help me, but I hope it will help 
other people eventually,” said 
Claire Brookman, 22, who 
took part in the study. 

Cliff Prior, chief executive of 
the National Schizophrenia 
Fellowship, said: “Any research 
offering hope of a better under- 
standing of schizophrenia and 
improvements in treatment is 
welcome. We already know out- 
comes are vastly improved when 
the illness is spotted earlier.” 


Parkinson's pesticide fear 


A pesticide widely available in 
gardening centres may be 
linked to Parkinson’s disease, 
American researchers have said. 
A team led by Professor 
Tim Greenamyre of Emory 
University in Atlanta, has 
found that rats given a sub- 
stance called rotenone devel- 
oped Parkinson’s symptoms. 
Rotenone is a naturally 
occurring pesticide taken from 
the derris plant. It has been 
used since the middle of the 
19th century. The researchers 


believe that, over long periods, 
exposure to the chemical may 
contribute to Parkinson’s dis- 
ease in humans. 

They also said that other 
pesticides might be linked to 
the condition. 

But a spokesman for the 
Parkinson’s Disease Society 
said: “There have been similar 
things before about smoking 
and coffee, but it is more to 
do with your genetic make- 
up before you even go near 
pesticides.” 
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Researchers who may have 
found a “cure” for rheumatoid 
arthritis are urging people 
to be patient after doctors and 
charities were flooded with 
calls from people wanting 
treatment. 

In a trial involving 20 peo- 
ple, a team led by Professor 
Jonathan Edwards at University 
College London (UCL) used a 
drug called rituximab to kill 
off B cells. They believe these 
cells are at the beginning of a 
chain reaction which causes 
inflamed joints. 

Results for the first five peo- 
ple treated showed they had 
only limited pain. 

One of the researchers, Jo 
Cambridge, said: “It probably 
is a cure, but we will not know 
until we do larger trials starting 
in the next few months. People 
will have to be patient.” 

A spokesperson for the 


r | Too early’ to talk about a cure 


ARTHRITIS-RESEARCH CAMPAIGN | 


Living in hope: people with arthritis still have to wait for a cure 


Arthritis Research Campaign 
said: “We are getting inundated 
by people wanting treatment. 


The work is interesting, but it is 
far too early to be talking 
about a cure.” 


ADHD drugs approved 


Two controversial drugs for 
severe attention deficit hyperac- 
tivity disorder (ADHD) have 
been approved by government 
advisers who said they are safe. 

The National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence (NICE) 
made its recommendations on 
the drugs ritalin and equasym, 
both based on the chemical 
methylphenidate, in October. 

NICE reiterated advice that 
children under the age of six 
should not be given the drugs. 
But it said that they could be 
given to older children as 
part of a comprehensive treat- 
ment programme following 
diagnosis by either a child psy- 
chiatrist or a paediatrician with 
expertise in ADHD. The condi- 
tion causes inattention, hyper- 
activity and impulsiveness. 

The guidance covers England 
and Wales, which between them 
have about 73,000 children with 


severe ADHD. About 48,000 of 
these do not currently receive 
the drugs. 

While some parents have 
said the drugs have helped their 
children, others claim they 
made them worse and fear they 
might be addictive. 

Sally --Bunday* of. the 
Hyperactive Children’s Support 
Group said that some children 
have ADHD symptoms with- 
out having the condition, and 
she was worried about giving 
any children the drugs. 

“We’re not saying children 
should never have the medica- 
tion, but we would like to wait 
as long as we can before we try 
t,” she said. 

But Andrew Dillon, NICE 
chief executive, said: “The 
institute’s guidance is based on 
a very careful consideration of 
the evidence presented.” 

See also page 20. 


Dyslexia warning 

The British Dyslexia Institute 
has warned parents against 
accepting claims by US experts 
that seasickness drugs can 
help children with dyslexia. It 
said the claims were not sub- 
stantiated and that educational 
techniques had been shown to 
be most effective in treating the 
condition. 


Stroke link 


The Government is looking at a 
number of over-the-counter 
cold remedies, after the US 
food and drug administration 
raised fears of a link between 
one of their ingredients, 
phenylpropanolamine, with 
strokes. 

The Department of Health 
said people should not be 
“unduly concerned” but if in 
doubt should contact their GP 
or a chemist for advice. 
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News review 11 


DN gives a round-up of some of the disability stories appearing in the media over the past few weeks 


POPPERFOTO 


Breakthrough: Scientists in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, have success- 
fully attached a dead baby’s arm on to her identical one-month-old 
twin sister. Chong Lih Yong, pictured with mother Soon Kow Min, 
was born without an arm and her twin had severe brain damage. 


screening slammed 


A new in vitro fertilisation 
(IVF) technique used to screen 
out embryos that are likely 
to develop conditions like 
Down’s syndrome has been 
condemned as a step nearer a 
world of “designer babies” and 
the elimination of disabled 
children. 

The screening technique, 
developed by Professor Joy 
Delhanty and Dr Dagan Wells 
of University College London, 
was presented at the annual 
conference of the American 
Society for Reproductive 
Medicinerun: Calitornia -in 


October. 


Mencap founder's fight will continue 


Judy Fryd CBE, founder of 
Mencap, has died aged 90. 

When her first child Felicity 
was born in 1938 with learning 
difficulties, Ms Fryd (right) 
found little support. In 1946 she 
answered a letter from a mother 
with a learning disabled child in 
Nursery World magazine and 
within a month had formed a 
group of over 1,000 parents. 

For the next two decades she 
promoted and researched the 
needs of people with a learning 
disability. One campaign led 
fowithe 1971.) Education 
(Handicapped Children) Act 
which overturned the idea 
that children with learning 


disabilities were ineducable. 
Ms Fryd was vice president 
of Mencap for 20 years. 
Mencap president Lord Rix 
said: “It was Judy and her 
eldest daughter Felicity who 


sowed the seeds of Mencap. 
Mencap will continue the fight 
for choice, opportunity and 
inclusion for all children and 
adults with a learning disability 
— this is Judy’s legacy.” 


The chromosome screening 
process is a refinement of the 
pre-implantation genetic diag- 
nosis used to ensure baby 
Adam Nash was born without 
the same condition as his sister 
and with cells that could help 
her (DN, November). 

It could improve the current 
85 per cent failure rate of IVF 
treatment for infertile couples 
by up to four times. 

Rachel Hurst, director of 
Disability Awareness in Action, 
said: “It’s the underlying atti- 
tude that I find offensive — that 
disability should be eliminated. 
I find it tragic that society is 


Protests at 


Parents and disabled children 
have demonstrated against pro- 
posed changes to the special 
educational needs (SEN) code 
of practice (DN, October). 

Protestors from umbrella 
group Action on Entitlement 
gathered at 10 Downing Street 
on 13 October to hand a letter 
to Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
claiming the revised code which 
advises local education authori- 
ties on SEN provision and 
funding is misleading. 

Protestors are also con- 
cerned that, as SEN funding 
will no longer be earmarked for 
individuals, children’s provision 
may be cut. 


trying to get rid of a form of 
difference. It’s eugenics.” 
Professor Delhanty denied 
her work would make it easier 
to create designer babies. 
“What we will be 
to pick are babies that are 


able 


designed to survive,” she told 
the Daily Express. 

e A Spanish couple have used 
embryo testing to ensure that 
they do not have female chil- 
dren who could pass on the 
condition haemophilia. 

The couple’s IVF implanta- 
tion, written up in the journal 
Prenatal Diagnosis, ensured 
that the embryos were all male. 


SEN code 


Sally Capper, education 
advocacy worker at the Down’s 
Syndrome Association, said: 
“We think the code could be 
improved, but so far the 
changes are not satisfactory. It 
just doesn’t say what the pro- 
fessionals are supposed to do.” 

The consultation period has 
now finished. A government 
spokesperson “The 
changes we propose in the code 


said: 


aim to make it clearer for par- 
ents and others. We are taking 
{ime to considermran “the 
responses we have received very 
carefully before reaching our 
decisions on the text of the 


final version.” 


NHS Direct move 

The idea that out-of-hours 
medical coverage should be 
provided by the NHS Direct 
telephone service rather than a 
doctor is being considered. 

The service is staffed by 
nurses who would decide if a 
night visit from a doctor is 
necessary. 


Two ‘allowed to die’ 
Two severely brain-damaged 
patients have been “allowed 
to die” following a land- 
mark court decision (DN, 
November). 

Mrs M and Mrs H, who 
were in a persistant vegetative 
state, had artificial nutrition 
and hydration withdrawn from 
them and died “peacefully”, 
according to their lawyers. 


Just the Job was held over 
this month because of lack 
of space. It will return to 
DN next month. 
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12 Regional news 


No more parking blues 


Selected designated parking 
bays for disabled drivers in 
Leicester are being painted the 
same colour as the new blue 
badge as part of a pilot scheme 
to ensure they are only used by 
disabled drivers. 

The scheme has started with 
a bay in the city’s Belvoir Street 
being changed to test the 
toughness of the paint, with a 


F or over 30 years Gowrings Mobility has supplied Chairman 
wheelchair accessible cars and people carriers across the UK. 
‘Today with over 4000 satisfied customers on the road, Gowrings 
continues to look for even better ways of making life easier for 
both passengers and carers. Customer care will always be top of 
our list so please tell us what is important to you and we will do 


further trial proposed for 
Bowling Green Street. 

Leicester City Council 
employee Ian Trott came up 
with the idea. 

He said: “It is simple identi- 
fication that will help disabled 
drivers find spaces and hopeful- 
ly instil a social conscience in 
drivers who shouldn’t be park- 
ing there.” 


Free friendly specialist 
consultancy 


The best after sales service in 
the country 


Wide range of models to suit 
all needs and budgets 


our utmost to meet your needs. 


Gowrings Mobility Ltd 


Bone Lane, New /Dury, Berks 


Barry Pritchard, city council 
traffic team leader, said reac- 
tion to the new bays has been 
good so far. 

He added: “This is an excit- 
ing idea and tests so far have 
proved very positive. With 50 
parking bays for people with 
disabilities in the city we need 
to ensure that they are used 
effectively.” 


“My husband is a big 
man but now I have 
no lifting. He's 
straight out of the 
house in his 
wheelchair and into 
the car and there's 
no discomfort 
for him.” 
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Opening time: Minister for 
Disabled People Margaret 
Hodge opened a Disability 
Resource Centre in Bury St 
Edmunds in October. With her 
are (/ to r) Disability Rights 
Commissioner Michael Devy- 
anney, Papworth Trust chief 
executive Gordon Lister, carer 
Derek Webber, trustee of Pap- 
worth Trust Hugh Duberley 
and service user Rodger Piger- 
ham (front). Tel: 01284 748888. 


Guiding hand 


People with a visual impairment 
can now book a guide to help 
them with shopping, business or 
leisure trips in Nottingham city 
centre. The service began in 
October and will be on trial for 
six months. Guides can be 
booked for up to two hours 
9.30am-5.30pm Tuesdays and 
Thursdays and will meet the 
user at any location in the cen- 
tre, including train stations. For 
information about the service, | 
call Nottingham Shopmobility, | 
tel: 0115 915 3888. | 


Wheelable Wales | 
Llanelli Disabled Access Group | 
has published — Llanelli} 
Wheelchair Accessible Buil-} 
dings, a guide giving access} 
details for “independent wheel- | 
chair users”. It also includes a| 
list of winners of Llanelli dis-| 
abled access awards. For a free} 


copy, contact Frank Allen, tel:| 
01792 882110. 


New service in Hull 


A new Centre for Independent 
Living was launched in Hull in 
November. It offers a range of | 
services, including an indepen- | 
dent living scheme and a peer 
support worker programme, 
managed by the Choices and} 
Rights Disability Coalition. For | 


i 


more details, tel: 01482 788668. | 


Do you want us to cover 
something that’s happening 
in your area? DN is always - 
pleased to get regional infor- 
mation and news. Send it to 
the address on pagel, 
fax: 020 7619 7331 or e-mail: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


News focus 13 


The new National 
Learning Disability 
Strategy is a 
perfect opportunity 
for the Government 
to change lives, 
says Rod 
Hermeston 


Earlier this year Michelle 
Chinery says she was put into a 
van by police and taken home 
as she tried to go to work. 

She claims careworkers at 
the home where she lived had 
reported her as missing and 
will also report residents as 
missing if they are out after 
midnight. 

Chinery, who has a learning 
disability and lives in Sutton, 
Surrey, believes learning dis- 
abled people must be given a 
lot more control over their lives. 

Michael Fullerton, clinical 
specialist at Care Management 
Group, which runs Chinery’s 
home, told DN: “We have a 
missing persons procedure. 
Part of that is that the police 
are called. We work with some 
very vulnerable people.” 

Tenants agree rules with 
staff on an individual basis 
after risk assessments, he says. 

Chinery works as a volun- 
teer campaigning officer for the 
learning disability group People 
First. She says people should 
choose who they live with and 
where they live. 

“Learning disabled people 
should be given the right to 
choose staff too,” she adds. 

People First have told the 
Government they want residen- 
tial homes closed down. 

The demand comes in the 
group’s response to a consulta- 
tion on a new National 


‘People should choose 
who they live with and 
where they live. They 
should choose staff too’ 
ET CSS ee) 


Learning Disability Strategy for 
England which will be pub- 
lished as a white paper in the 
new year. Besides where people 
live, the white paper will cover 
employment, day services, 
health, children, independence 
and carers. 

Health Minister John 
Hutton said in October: “It is 
30 years since we took a com- 
prehensive look at learning dis- 
ability services — their rationale, 
relevance and effectiveness.” 

Sub-groups have already 
made their recommendations 
to ministers. 

Parent Cally Ward, who 
chaired a sub-group of parent 
carers, says that in every area 
there neéds to be expansion 
and improvement in services. 

Where people live is a basic 


Your life in your hands 


issue. That means helping learn- 
ing disabled people to leave 
home if they want to, she says. 

At present 60 per cent of 
learning disabled people live 
with parents and the authorities 
do not even know about many 
of them. A third of those live 
with carers over 70. Authorities 
must identify these people 
earlier, according to Ward. 

Brian McGinnis, special 
adviser for policy at Mencap, 
says where these people go 
when parents can no longer 
care for them must be planned 
as a priority and there must be 
choice. 

“Otherwise you have mum 
dropping dead and three days 
later the son has to be whipped 
off to a vacancy in a residential 
home,” he says. 

Homes must also change to 
offer more choice, he adds, 
and remaining hospitals must 
be closed. 

Greater use of direct pay- 
ments would allow more learn- 
ing disabled people to live 
independently, according to 
People First. 

As for employment, Chinery 
says: “Everybody with a 
learning disability should be 
in ordinary employment. We 
should be paid the same as 
anybody else.” 

But McGinnis says only 
seven per cent of adults with a 
severe learning disability are 
in paid work, and he adds: 
“Certainly for the foreseeable 
future paid work is not going to 
be a realistic alternative for 
everybody.” 

There must be better day 
services for those without paid 
work, including college, volun- 
tary work and the chance to 
meet other people with learn- 
ing disabilities, he says. 

The sub-group on health has 
called for the mainstreaming of 


In control: Michelle Chinery with People First chair Michael Brookstein at their office in London 


learning disabled people in the 
NHS, so strategies aimed at 
fighting cancer and heart dis- 
ease should include people with 
learning disabilities. 

jean, Collins:idirector,of 
the learning disability charity 
Values into Action, says: “I 
hope the inclusion of such 
mainstreaming principles in a 
white paper might make them 
into an obligation.” 

Viv Fox, national director of 
the multiple disability charity 
Change, says communication 
will be crucial and doctors must 


he new Euroflex Compact electric wheelchair puts 


be trained in the needs of peo- 
ple with learning disabilities. 

But she points out that 
information sent out so far by 
the Government during the 
consultation has been inacces- 
sible, with difficult language 
and “government-speak”. 

The sub-groups also want 
better provision during periods 
of change such as when people 
leave school. 

Ward says: “We want to see 
transition workshops for par- 
ents and school-leavers, looking 
at benefits, housing arrange- 
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ments and work opportunities 
rather than just thinking about 
day services.” 

At the moment there is huge 
uncertainty and inadequate 
provision for school-leavers, 
she says. 

It would appear that better 
planning is required in all 
areas, and People First want to 
ensure that learning disabled 
people are at the centre of the 
discussions. 

“We are the experts on our 
own lives, not carers and pro- 
fessionals,” says Chinery. 

The group has been encour- 
aged by Hutton’s emphasis on 
self-advocacy schemes which 
train and help learning disabled 
people to communicate their 
own wishes. 

But McGinnis says it is often 
vital that families and carers are 
also included in decisions about 
a learning disabled person. 

He adds: “It is not about 
suppressing the rights of 
learning disabled people. But 
you do not get a full picture of 
the situation without listening 
both to families and the learn- 
ing disabled person.” 

Learning disabled people 
and their groups are awaiting 
the white paper eagerly. What 
happens in the next 30 years 
could depend on it. 

People First, tel: 020 7485 6660. 
See also page 27. 
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Tanni Grey- 
Thompson has 
been thrown into 
the spotlight by the 
Paralympics. But 
Sally Brown finds 
she is coping with 
her usual aplomb 


—{ here’s no pretence or 

artifice with Paralympic 
J. wheelchair athlete 

Tanni Grey-Thompson. 


Her personality is as solid as 
her sporting achievements (13 
Paralympic golds in total, four 
from Sydney). Refusing to let 
the disappointments of Atlanta 
get her down four years ago, 
or the more recent highs of 
Sydney, marriage and 
mainstream celebrity go to her 
head, this is a woman who has 
her feet, or rather, her wheels, 

firmly on the ground. 

Met off her long-haul flight 
from Sydney by fans who had 
camped out in the airport, and 
stopped by dozens of people on 
her way into her home town of 
Redcar, Teesside, 31-year-old 
Tanni was riding high ona 
wave of Paralympic success 
when I caught up with her in 
London. Faced with a 
whirlwind tour of interviews 
and photo shoots, she is cool, 
calm and collected in a soft 
grey fleece and no make-up. 

Agent Martin Corck greets 
her with a sheaf of interview 
requests from the likes of Radio 
4’s Woman’s Hour and the 
News of the World, and the 
words “it’s happened”. For 
many years a prominent figure 
in disability sport, Grey- 
Thompson, it seems, has moved 
into mainstream celebrity. 

“T suppose that’s just part of 
success — the media coverage,” 


Gold star: Tanni celebrates another Paralympics victory 


was like it from about the age 
of five or six, wanting to win 
anything,” she says. 

An older sister who used to 
boss her around might have 
helped too. 

It was her parents’ 
determination to treat Tanni 
the same as any other child that 
she has to thank for her 
indomitable nature, she 
believes. “My parents were 
really positive. Their support 
influenced all my attitudes. 
They told me ‘if you want to do 
something you can do it — we’re 
not treating you any 
differently’.” 

Tanni, who has spina bifida, 
first started to take wheelchair 
racing seriously as a teenager 
and has excelled at the sport 
for the last 13 years. After 
graduating in politics from 
Loughborough University and 
taking a year off to recover 
from major surgery, she went 


Shining success: Tanni looking every bit the media star 


she says philosophically. “We 
arrived in Heathrow yesterday 
and a girl came to the airport 
to meet us. She’d been waiting 
hours, taken the day off work 
and paid a fortune to stay ina 
hotel. It’s amazing that 
someone would do that. Fairly 
good ego-trip stuff.” 

It’s all a far cry from Tanni 
Grey’s middle-class upbringing 
in Cardiff, Wales, as the 
daughter of an architect. But 
she admits the will to win was 
there at an early age. 

“T am big-time competitive 
by nature, always have been. I 


on to win the London 
Marathon (Women’s 
Wheelchair Division) four 
times, and five golds and three 
silvers in the Paralympics at 
Barcelona 1992 and Atlanta 
1996. She came home from 
Sydney with golds for the T53 
100m, 200m, 400m and 800m. 
Already an MBE (awarded to 
her when she was just 22) she 
received an OBE in the 2000 
New Year’s Honours list. 
Tanni says Sydney was a 
turning point, not just for her, 
but for disability sport as a 
whole. “For me Sydney was 
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fantastic. It was the coming of 
age for disability sport. 
The Olympic village was 
already adapted, and 
wheelchair repair was no 
problem. More people came 
— the basketball was sold out.” 
Certainly the UK has taken 
the Paralympians to their heart 
in a big way. The tabloids are 
full of letters praising their 
sporting achievements. Even 
TV commentary took on an 
informative, professional tone. 
“They were talking more 
about techniques, rather than 
‘isn’t he good to be playing 
basketball’,” says Tanni. “I 


AT HOME WITH EUROFLEX MINIFLEX 
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think it was the legacy of the 
presenter Helen Rollason. A lot . 
of people at the BBC wanted to 
do a good job for her.” 

This new spirit of inclusion 
has extended to recognising 
athletes other than Tanni. 
Runners Lloyd Upsdell and 
Caroline Innes, among others, 
have sprung to the fore and this 
is something Tanni welcomes. 

In the meantime, it is Tanni 
who has been invited to appear 
on daytime TV. Arriving with 
an armful of medals her mum 
got out of a bank vault for her, 
Tanni is confident and relaxed 
on the fake living-room set of 


What you see is what you get 


Channel 5’s At Home With 
Gloria Hunniford. She answers 
questions about training, her 
personal life and her medals. In 
her dressing room she nibbles 
on grapes and asks if she can 
keep the door sign which reads 
“Tanni Grey- Thompson OBE”. 

Once the interviews are out 
of the way, Tanni admits she’s 
looking forward to a bit of a 
holiday. Married to fellow 
wheelchair athlete Ian 
Thompson for 18 months but 
yet to live with him, the couple 
are to move into a new home 
soon. Then it’s time for some 
big decisions about their future. 

“Pm not sure I want to carry 
on training for another four 
years,” she admits. “Ill keep 
going for at least two years to 
the Commonwealth Games and 
the Disability World 
Championships and then make 
some decisions.” 

Having babies is rumoured 
to be one of those decisions, 
though she is characteristically 
unaffected about the subject. 

Whatever she chooses to do, 
Tanni Grey-Thompson is sure 
to make a success of it. Beneath 
her slight and elfin-faced 
exterior is a steely, competitive 
and successful young woman. 

“ve been lucky,” she admits. 
“T had access to a good 
education and I haven’t had a 
discriminatory upbringing — I 
just grew up not tolerating it.” 
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There’s no need for modifications to your home. Its 
compact size allows the Miniflex to pass through 
standard size doorways and other confined spaces, 
while the standard electric seat lift helps you to 

reach high storage areas. A flexible system of 

seating means that we can readily adapt the 
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16 Paralympics 


A new era in sporting history 


The Paralympics have been heralded as a turning point in disability sport. Gareth Davies celebrates 


the gold-studded performance of the Great British team in Sydney 


pmw—t he XIth Paralympic 

: Games in Sydney were 
BL widely acknowledged 
as the best ever. Best ever for 
Great Britain, too. 

But the implications went 
wider. Disability issues moved 
on to a global stage, became a 
talking point down the pub, 
and ultimately opened up a 
consciousness everywhere. 

Atajan Begniyazov started it. 
The 20-year-old powerlifter 
from Turkmenistan hijacked the 
Games from the moment he 
walked out into the stadium for 
the opening ceremony. He 
dropped his crutches and 
walked on his hands before 
doing push-ups with his legs 
parallel to the ground. He 


united the 110,000 people in the 


0,( 
stadium and thrilled millions 
watching worldwide on TV. 

As the Games went on, the 
interest grew — with more of 
the world’s media taking an 
interest, news as well as sport 
channels. Some journalists 
cried. | know exactly what they 
were feeling. 

It was the sporting event of a 
lifetime, and media support in 
helping the Paralympic 
movement grow cannot be 
underestimated. In Britain, the 
BBC’s daily coverage only once 
had an audience of less than 2 
million people, and attracted 
3.2 million viewers at its peak. 


—— 
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It was officially the most 
successful British Paralympic 
team ever, second overall in the 
medal table with 41 gold, 43 
silver and 47 bronze medals, 
ahead of Spain, Canada, the US 
and China. It was surpassed 
only by Australia, who fielded a 
team almost twice the size of 
Britain’s 214. 

On the last day of the 
Games, Bob Matthews 
rounded off Britain’s success. 
The blind Braille secretary, 
from Leamington Spa, added a 
second place finish in the 
marathon to his gold and silver 
medals in the 10,000m and 
5000m events respectively. 

Matthews, 39, had been the 
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safety. 
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Rising star: Lloyd Upsdell shows 


off one of his two gold medals 


subject of an appeal by the 
British delegation after the 
000m final, when doubts were 
raised over the level of sight 
Kenyan Henry Wanyoike 
possessed after he appeared to 
lead his exhausted guide runner 


Equestrian Lee Pearson 


Pontypridd. 


around the last three laps of the 
race. The appeal was quashed, 
but it did highlight the issue of 
classification, which the 
International Paralympic 
Committee (IPC) must get right 
before Athens in 2004. Eighty- 
eight per cent of the 4,000 
athletes were classified well 
before the Games, but the 12 
per cent who were classified just 
days before threw up anomalies 
as competition began. Those 
who exaggerate the limits of 


their disability should be rooted. 


out and banned for life. 

Britain’s equestrian riders 
showed that they were 
unsurpassed, netting individual 
gold medals, including two for 
Lee Pearson, from Leek in 
Staffordshire, in the Grade 1 
Test and one for Nicola 


Tustain. 

The pair later added team 
gold with Anne Dunham and 
Kay Gebbie with a points score 


of 416.58 to Holland’s 405.01 : 
and Norway’s 400.05. | 

Tanni Grey-Thompson 
swept to her fourth gold medal 
of the Games in the T53 400m 
wheelchair sprint to become 
the most successful track | 
athlete in Paralympic history. In 
a repeat of the Welsh athlete’s 
quadruple gold medal success 
at 100m, 200m, 400m and 
800m eight years ago in - 
Barcelona, the 31-year-old left 
her rivals for dead to become 
one of the untouchables on the 
track and record a ninth gold 
medal in a Paralympic career 
spanning twelve years. 

Caroline Innes, a sprinter 
with cerebral palsy, became one 
of the darlings of the track with 
two gold and one silver medal, 
and Lloyd Upsdell, winner of 
two gold medals at 100m and 
200m, became a teenage star. 

The 17-year-old, from Great | 
Dunmow in Essex, enjoyed his — 


Crisp performance: James Crisp went on to bag two golds 


Britain’s 41 golds 
e@ Archery: Independent standing (women) — Anita Chapman, Doncaster. 
@ Athletics 100m T36 (men) — Lloyd Upsdell, Essex; 200m T36 (men) — Lloyd Upsdell; 5000m T12 
(men) — Noel Thatcher, Essex; 10,000m T11 (men) — Bob Matthews, Leamington Spa; 100m T36 
(women) — Hazel Robson, Tyne and Wear; 100m T53 (women) — Tanni Grey-Thompson, 
Birmingham; 200m T34 (women) — Deborah Brennan, Shropshire; 200m T36 (women) — Caroline 
Innes, Fife; 200m T53 (women) — Tanni Grey-Thompson; 400m T36 (women) — Caroline Innes; 
400m T53 (women) — Tanni Grey-Thompson; 800m T53 (women) — Tanni Grey-Thompson; Club 
F51 (men) — Stephen Miller, Northumberland; Discus F33 (men) — Christopher Martin, Nottingham; 
Javelin F37 (men) — Ken Churchill, Middlesbrough; Shot F52-54 (women) — Sally Reddin, 
Lincolnshire; Boccia independent mixed BC2 — Nigel Murray, Leamington Spa. 
e Equestrian: independent dressage Grade I (FS) — Lee Pearson, Staffordshire; independent dressage 
Grade I (CH) — Lee Pearson; independent dressage Grade II (FS) — Nicola Tustain, Denbighshire; 
independent dressage Grade IV (FS) — Kay Gebbie, Kinross; team dressage (FS) — Lee Pearson, Kay 
Gebbie, Nicola Tustain and Anne Dunham, Wiltshire. 
@ Powerlifting: 48kg (men) — Anthony Peddle, Northampton; 82.5kg (women) — Emma Brown, 


@ Shooting: air pistol SH1 (women) — Isabel Newstead, Essex. : 
@ Swimming: 200m IM SM6 (men) — Sascha Kindred, Bath; 200m IM SM9 (men) — James Crisp, — 
Nottingham; 100m butterfly $8 (men ) — Giles Long, Manchester; 100m butterfly $10 (men) — Jody 
Cundy, Cambridgeshire; 100m breaststroke SB7 (men) — Sascha Kindred; 100m freestyle $7 (men) — 
David Roberts, Pontypridd; 50m freestyle $7 (men) — David Roberts; 100m freestyle $3 (men) — 
Kenny Cairns, Erskine; 4x100m freestyle max 34 pts (men) — Marc Woods, Stockport, Jody Cundy, 
David Roberts and Matthew Walker, Stockport; 100m backstroke $7 (men) — Andrew Lindsay, Fife; 
100m backstroke $8 (men) — James Crisp; 100m butterfly $9 (women) — Emily Jennings, 
Leicestershire; 400m freestyle $12 (women) — Melanie Easter, Bath; 50m breaststroke SB3 (women) — 
Margaret McEleny, Inverclyde; 50m freestyle $2 (women) — Vicki Broadribb, Birmingham. 
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Smiles all round: Noel Thatcher celebrates his win with wife Yumi 


celebrity status on the first 
Saturday after his return from 
Sydney by being invited on to 
the National Lottery Live draw. 
He is one of a new generation 
of British sporting stars to 
emerge from these Games. 

At the Aquatic Centre, 
teenager James Crisp, from 
Nottingham, and David 
Roberts, from Pontypridd, both 
became triple Paralympic 
champions. In the two biggest 
Paralympic sports, track and 
field and swimming, GB’s 
results compared favourably 
with those of any other nation. 
In track and field its 47 athletes 
notched up 48 medals, 16 of 
them gold, second overall to 
Australia. In the pool, there 
were 62 medals, 15 of which 
were gold. Britain finished 


third behind Canada and Spain 
respectively in aquatic pursuits. 

In powerlifting Great Britain 
secured two gold medals 
through Anthony Peddle and 
Emma Brown. Peddle lifted 
168kg, over three times his 
bodyweight. However, the 
sport, making its Paralympic 
debut, also brought forth one 
of the Games’ more negative 
news stories, with nine positive 
drugs tests — none from British 
competitors. Overall, 11 
athletes tested positive from the 
700 random tests taken. 

Dr Robert Price, chairman 
of the British Paralympic 
Association (BPA), believes 
Lottery funding and elite 
training facilities assisted 
greatly in the team’s successes. 
Grit and determination were 
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Golden girls: Hazel Robson (/eft) and Caroline Innes, both of whom bagged athletics poldst 


demonstrated day after day as 
team morale grew visibly, the 
newly-celebrated medal holders 
returning to the athletes’ village 
with the British national 
anthem echoing around the 
Olympic Park and beyond. 

The starting point had been 
preparation, technical support 
and a clear infrastructure which 
created an elite group of 
athletes whose oft-repeated 
mantra was “to do the 
business”. It was about belief 
as well as bulldog spirit. 

Dr Price said: “Before the 
Games we said privately that if 
Australia were the only nation 
to beat us, and we achieved 
more medals than Atlanta, we 
would go home happy. On both 
counts we have done 
remarkably well. The most 
pleasing aspect was the breadth 
of medal successes. The huge 
contribution lottery funding 
made was that it let us prepare 
a professional, elite team. 

“Fifty per cent of our 
athletes were competing at 
their first Games, and with 
many likely to retire, we now 
have to pay attention to the 
base of the pyramid.” 

“If we want to maintain high 
standards we need to capitalise 
on what has been a great shop 
window for disability sport,” 
he added, pointing to the 
Commonwealth Games in 
Manchester in 2002 as the next 
benchmark for world-class 
disability sport. 

The wider picture after 
Sydney is how to go about 
sustaining a high level of 
interest in disability sport, 
rather than leaving it to endure 
a four-year hiatus. Arguably, 
this is the Paralympics’ biggest 
problem. 

“Tt has always been the 
greatest challenge,” said Jane 
Swan, general secretary of the 
BPA. “Sydney has created the 
platform we must learn from 
and build upon.” 

She added: “The success of 
the Games in terms of coverage 


has been helped by the fact that 
sport is built into the fabric of 
Australian life. They have 
embraced it and we are surfing 
a tidal wave at the moment. 
The challenge for the IPC is to 
sustain that interest. It needs to 
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ILLUSTRATIONS: CLARE CURTIS 


Want to starta charity? 


Our 20-year-old daughter, Sara, 
leaves college in July 2001, and 
will need somewhere to live 
that will give her the same 
support as we and her college 
have done. 

She has cerebral palsy, uses a 
wheelchair and has a learning 
difficulty — enough to make her 
vulnerable and dependent on 


_ carers. Despite that, she has the 


ambition to be as independent 
as possible and to do some sort 
of useful work. 

We have found nowhere in 
East Anglia that meets her 
needs, most places being for 
more independent or older 
people. It seems, therefore, that 
it is up to us to start 
somewhere, by joining up with 


other families whose offspring 
need similar care. We would 
form a committee, fundraise 
and start a small residential 
centre or centres with the kind 
of excellent care and 
atmosphere all families want 
for their children. 

If any DN readers are 
interested, please contact us. 
Even if you are outside the 
area, your child may receive 
funding to live in another 
region if their needs are not 
met locally. 

Linda and Vernon Layton 
11 Calder Road 

Melton Park, Woodbridge, 
Suffolk [P12 1TP 

e-mail: layton@freebie.net 
See also page 27 — Editor 


Send your 
letters to 
the editor 
Mary 
Wilkinson, 
Disability 
Now, 6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW, minicom: 
020 7619 7332, fax: 020 
7619 7331, e-mail: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


No Dome gaffe 


We assume your PC pulse men- 
tion of some severely disabled 
young people at the Dome 
(DN, October) refers to an 
incident in March in the Rest 
zone —a silent area. 

A staff member 
misunderstood the needs of 
some children with learning 
difficulties. However, at no 
time did the Dome host ask the 
party to leave, nor were they 
threatened with expulsion from 
the Dome for making a noise. 
In fact, they were allowed to 
remain in the Rest zone. 

This incident was fully 
investigated by the area manager 
and me and a personal letter was 
sent to the organisers by the 
chief executive. 


One man’s meat is 
another man’s poison 


Like Mary Priddey (DN, 
November), I am fearful of 
being knocked over by people 
cycling on pavements and 
footpaths. 

I am only deaf on my left 
side but effectively blind on that 
side too. I also have severe post- 
traumatic vertigo, so my days 
are past of being able to dodge 
other pedestrians intent on 
collision, let alone cyclists. 

It is not widely known that 
cycling on pavements and 
clearly marked footpaths carries 
a fine of £20, and the law does 
not seem to be enforced. 

The Devon and Cornwall 
constabulary are lower in 


numbers and have to cover a 
larger area than many others, 
thanks to Tony Blair. So those 
responsible for enforcing law 
and order are sparse. Our 
solitary traffic warden also has 
more to do than most. 

The increase in “dropped 
pavements” causes disabled 
people difficulty and danger, 
too. They are useful for the five 
per cent of people in 
wheelchairs, as are ramps, but 
many of the rest of us lose our 
balance on slopes — “textured” 
or knobbly areas as well. It is 
far safer to walk in the road. 
Major TC O’Neill McCoy 
Totness, Devonshire 


Letting the side down 


I feel very annoyed at Paul 
Green for the comments he 
made in the invisible impair- 
ments feature (DN, September) 
about fibromyalgia (FMS). 

As we are trying to make the 
Government, medical 
professionals and the public 
more aware of FMS, his 


comment “I don’t want to 
be cured” makes a mockery of 
us all. 

Most people with a chronic 
illness would give anything to 
find a cure that would stop 
them being in pain every day. 
Sue Gardner 
Norfolk 


Holiday access: where to find it 


Are there any companies that deal with worldwide holiday 


resorts or hotels that are completely accessible and reasonably 
priced? I’ve been to most of the high-street names, but they are 
not really geared up for disabled travellers. 

Luke Delahunty, e-mail 


We have taken a great deal of 
trouble to train all staff in 
disability awareness and it is a 
policy we are very proud of. 


The place to find a job 


I would like to thank DN for keeping disabled people informed 


on disability issues and for its adverts, etc. I have introduced a 


David McDonald 


Holiday Care, tel: 01293 773716, www.holidaycare.org.uk 


number of disabled people to DN, and some of them have 
achieved jobs of their dreams through the adverts. 


Maina Wanyoike, e-mail 


Accessibility Co-ordinator 
New Millennium Experience 
Company 

London SE10 


Across Trust, tel: 020 8783 1355, e-mail: acrosst@across.org 
CanBeDone, tel: 020 8907 2400, e-mail: cbdtravel@aol.com 


Hope these help — Editor 


by Dan Batten 


Golden 
handshake 


The’ .BBC, has 
been awarded a 
gold medal by the International 
Olympic Committee for giving 
the best TV coverage of the 
Olympics. 

If the International Para- 
lympics Committee dished out 
similar awards, would the 
Beeb’s efforts be worthy of the 
same accolade or downgraded 
to a wooden spoon? 


Sight music? 

Over 40 blind people have been 
involved in the testing of a sys- 
tem that aims to turn musical 
scores into visual images. The 
scores, which are evocative of 
certain scenarios, are played in 
order to “display” images in the 
mind of a blind person. Sounds 
like a bright idea, but how can 
you “see” anything if you’ve 
never experienced sight to 
begin with? 
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NICE 


y f money were no object, 
8 


# what would you eat? Caviar 


Band chips? Lobster? 
If only money were no 


object, what a difference it 


would make to all our lives. 
The truth is that limited 
money means we have to make 
choices. We spend what we 


earn the best way we can. 

What about the NHS? Does 
it get the best value from its 
resources? For years I’ve seen 
governments tip money down a 
big black hole called “health” 
without any idea about the cost 
of a procedure, about what 
works and where to get it. 

But this Government is now 
determined to ensure that extra 
investment in healthcare comes 
in a big box marked “reform”. 

At the centre of Labour’s 
health policy is the National 
Institute for Clinical Excellence 
(NICE). NICE examines what 
is available, asks “does it 
work?” and tries to ensure we 
can all get it. 

Coming to the end of its first 
full year, it has looked at 
around 15 products and thera- 
pies, and produced guidance on 
them. 

Does NICE mean rationing 
or value for money? Judge for 
yourself. Pretty well everything 
it does is on its website and its 
guidance is in plain English. 

Does it take value for money 
into account? I should hope so! 

So far it has been all too easy 
for the pharmaceutical industry 
to dump a product on the NHS 
and insist it buys it. NICE has 
stopped all that. Remember 


work 


We all have to make 
the best of limited 
money, says Roy 
Lilley. But is the 
National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence 
getting the most out 
of NHS resources? 


when Glaxo Wellcome (GW) 
had high hopes for its flu drug 
Relenza? It admitted it had 
scant evidence that the drug 
worked for at-risk groups and 
the elderly. As the NHS only 
provides a flu service for at-risk 
groups and the elderly, NICE 
rightly said “no thanks”. 

The NHS has a limited share 
of the nation’s income to spend 
and has to make decisions. 
Looking at the evidence is the 
best way to allocate resources 
for the benefit of all patients in 
a particular group. 

Does NICE slow down the 
availability of drugs? Not on 
the evidence so far. 

The taxane group of drugs 
for breast cancer was available 
in some health areas and not 
others. NICE looked at the evi- 
dence and said: “Anyone who 
needs one of these drugs should 
get it, now, regardless of where 
they live.” 

The trouble is that if you live 
abroad, you can get some drugs 
more cheaply. Beta interferon, 
the multiple sclerosis drug now 
being evaluated by NICE, costs 
£9,180 a year for an English 
patient but only £6,456 for a 
Spanish patient. NICE has no 
say in such price differences. 

We have the right to expect 
the NHS to look after our 
money at least as well as we 
look after our own. 

Is NICE doing good work? 
It’s your call. 
www.nice.org.uk 
Roy Lilley is a management 
consultant and former NHS 
trust chairman. 
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A time for giving: Jane with son Alex at Christmas — but will they get the presents they want this year? 


Present-day problems 


Jane Parkinson and her son Alex find that mutual Christmas 
present giving can be fraught with difficulties 


g y son Alex learned 
| to say “Christmas” 
y E_ for the first time 
this year. 
It comes out as “Guessmess”, 
and no one else understands 


except me, but I’m rather 
pleased because he only learned 
to say any words at all two years 
ago when he was six. 

Christmas does, however, 
throw up extra problems for an 
eight-year-old with cerebral 
palsy (CP). 

One of them is what 
possibilities there are for 
presents when he says he wants 
“toys”. He doesn’t have enough 
hand control to play with most 
of the things in toy shops and 
can’t move to retrieve things 
that roll away (like balls or 
cars). Nor can he quite manage 


‘Wrapping things so they 
do stay in but don’t fall 
out is another challenge. 
There is a way of doing 

it with minimal sellotape 
and easily rippable 
tissue paper’ 

CERES LAAT aE 


to press the little buttons on 
electronic gadgets. I scour 
shops and catalogues regularly 
for large buttons, manageable 
switches and unbreakable parts, 
slap industrial-strength velcro 
(extraordinarily expensive and 
hard to find) on to things to 
make them stay in one place, 
and spend the rest of our 
fortune on non-slip mats 
(athetoid CP means arms and 
toys fly all over the place and 
nothing ever stays put). 


There is a great firm called 
Toys for the Handicapped, who 
have thought up all kinds of 
accessible toys. But £80 for a 
velcro building set? £70 for a 
velcro archery board? £40 for 
giant finger dominoes? We 
single mums have to think twice 
before splashing out on that 
kind of stuff. After all, a special 
tricycle for his last birthday cost 
£600 and a hands-free walking 
frame means raising £2,500. 

I know children are expensive, 
but there have to be limits. 

Our best ever toy was made 
by a carpenter friend. It was a 
wooden marble run with a 
large funnel to throw the 
marbles down and a wide tray 
to catch them at the bottom. 
The whole thing was sturdy 
and three-dimensional so it 
couldn’t possibly fall over. 

Wrapping things so they do 
stay in but don’t fall out is 
another challenge. There is a 
way of wrapping things so they 
can easily be opened by fumbly 
fingers — minimal sellotape and 
easily rippable tissue paper — 
but when Alex was less 
dextrous even than he is now, 
you had to wrap everything up 
one day and unwrap it again 
for him the next, which I used 
to find rather discouraging. 

Then there are the toys that 
arrive from well-intentioned 
friends. One neighbour gave 
Alex a very special watch, 
designed for “the disabled”. Or, 
more specifically, for people 
who are visually impaired. 
Which Alex isn’t. It calls out the 
hour when you press a tiny little 
button on the side... 

One of the pathetic things 


about being a single parent is 
that, unless other people 
remember, your children can’t 
choose or give you a birthday or 
Christmas present. Luckily my 
friends seem to be on a steep 
learning curve. Last year, to 
Alex’s bemusement, no fewer 
than three of them 
independently took him out on 
secret missions to “get a present 
for Mum.” One of them even 
hit on the idea of hiding it so he 
could communicate where it 
was to me on the day. By the 
evening he still hadn’t 


‘Last year, no fewer than 
three friends took Alex 
out on secret missions to 
get a present for me’ 


mentioned it. | prompted him: 
“Wasn’t there something special 
you were going to tell me?” He 
looked guilty. “It’s a secret.” 

Thirty minutes of 
interrogation later, he managed 
to tell me it was “under the 
bed”, but I couldn’t see 
anything under there at all 
apart from large tufts of fluff. I 
phoned the friend. “It’s kind of 
wedged between the bed post, 
the mattress and the corner of 
the wall,” she explained. 

“Right,” I said, “thanks.” 

“Silly Mum,” said Alex. 

Later he told me that what 
he really wanted to get me was 
a red dress — but could he make 
anyone understand that? 

Let’s hope the learning curve 
gets steeper before next 
Christmas — and that velcro 
gets cheaper. 


DN wants your holiday experiences for its three-part special beginning in January. Send ideas as soon 
as possible to the address on page 2, e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk or fax: 020 7619 7331. 


The Bekker Kangoo 

has been approved 

by the VCA and has 
received the prestigious 
‘Accord Technique’ from 
Renault SA, France. 
The Bekker Kangoo, 
your economic choice 
for versatile and 
independent mobility. 


Ideal for you and your PH utilising the 
maximum space available for your electric 
wheelchair or scooter. 
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Based on the Kangoo 1.2 RN LHD seating Saree passenger. 


Bekker Kangoo § p rint 


Versatility for the family 
How is it possible to get all that shopping, the 


wheelchair or the pram into one car, as well 


as the family without buying a bus? With the 


Bekker Kangoo Sprint you can. 


lO G90.) 


Based on the Kangoo 1.4 RN, seating 5, or 3+wheelchair passenger. 


Bekker Kangoo 


Driving the long distance to care centre, as 
well as your daily runs can be a punishment 
on your resources. The quiet 1.9 diesel engine 
of the Marathon can ease the pain. 


PO Zon 


Based on the Kangoo 1.9D RN, seating 5, or 3+wheelchair passenger. 


Bekker Kangoo 


If you want the luxury and equipment of an 
expensive car, but do not want to pay the 
price, the Executive is for you. All the major 
function controls are at finger tips’ length. 


vel[s te ayo 


Based on the Kangoo 1.4 RXE, seating 5, or 3+wheelchair passenger. 


Optional Extras + Electro-hydraulic kneeling system with 12” folding ramp £798 * Automatic gearbox £998 
* Alloy wheels £327 * Air conditioning £887 * ABS £339 « Hand controls £235 * Steering knob £21 * Easy hand brake £45 
Delivery charges and number plates £340. For non-disabled application VAT and Road Tax. 


Immovable Mobility 

The revolutionary Bekker Tie-down 
system. Secures any wheelchair in any 
vehicle conversion. Klick-And-Go, no 
belts, no reaching. Also for self-drive. 


Prices start from FOQ5° 


ee 


The Bekker Chrysler CareVan Add freedom to your wheelchair 


For the ultimate in 
luxury and convenience, 
up to 3 wheelchairs & 4 
passengers. Also ideal for 


drive-from-wheelchair. £30,000 | Prices start from eae 480°, 


Prices 
betwee 


et 5,000° Transforms your wheelchair into a 


and 


Telephone 01377 241700 


Kellythorpe, Driffield, East Yorkshire YO25 9DJ, England - Fax: 01377 241767 


The Flying Dutchman 
n 2000 Concept 


battery powered chair in an was 
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« « Sit back and let Ch 


Anne Davies and Dan Batten track down perfect presents, many 
of which you can buy from the comfort of your own home 


ws there an outdoor type in again. You can choose from a sit down, the Tripp Trapp 
§ your family? If so, point - groovy red car or a super silver adjustable-height seat (£109) is 
& your web browser at Gifts spaceship. They attach to the a nice wooden high chair that 
Direct, which has loads of corners of a mattress with they won’t grow out of in five 
1gs to please adrenaline elastic holders and also come minutes. Tel: 08700 367869, or 
ikies, from a “learn to ski in with tent pegs so you can erect visit the website at 
, day” session to a Formula them in the garden. £34.99 www.dawson-and-son.com 
One driving experience. If from the Great Little Trading Do you dread traipsing 
you'd rather take things a bit Company, tel: 08702 414080, round a few days before the 
easier, you could always book website: www.gltc.co.uk festivities start trying to find a 
laxe at a health spa Still for little ones, two Christmas tree? Well, don’t 
r cook up a storm with a items from Dawson and Son’s bother — let Absolute 
sries of gourmet cooking range of wooden games and Christmas pick one for you. 
lasses. Prices start at around toys. Their baby walker They deliver quality trees 
£40, tel: 023 8045 0450, (£24.99) is ideal for helping anywhere in the UK, and for 
bsite: www.giftsdirect.co.uk your child take their first steps, the ecologically-minded they 
Is it a nightmare trying to and if they get tired of walking even have a “rent-a-tree” 
get your little ones into bed? they can play with the 24 scheme which lets you hire the 
Buy them a bed tent and you'll shaped blocks that fit into the same living tree each year. 
never be able to get them out tray. If you want to get them to You can even have your tree 
IS eee TE : decorated by the company, and 


disabled customers who live in 
London can have their tree 


taken away for free after 


Christmas. From £9 a foot, Sense featuring action man video caption reader. This 
tel: 0870 241 1662, website: Bruce Willis. For kids young device reads the closed 
www.absolutechristmas.com and old there are the Walt captions now included on the 

The Royal National Disney classics Pinocchio and vast majority of pre-recorded : 
Institute for the Blind has The Aristocats. From £14.99, video cassettes, and connects 
added some blockbuster films tel: 0845 702 3153, e-mail: to the Scart socket on the back | 
to its list of audio-described cservices@rnib.org.uk of your video recorder. £129.25 
titles, including the romantic People with a profound from the Royal National | 
comedy Runaway Bride hearing loss don’t have to miss Institute of Deaf People, 
starring Julia Roberts and the out on the pleasure of the textphone: 01733 238020, tel: 
supernatural thriller The Sixth movies if they have a Hitachi 01733 232607 or order online | 


at www.rnid.org.uk 

If you can’t drink alcohol 
or are just fed up with the stuff | 
by Boxing Day try reading 
Drinks Without Alcohol fora | 
few alternatives. Recipes | 
include drinks made with | 


Christinas Cards | 


IN has a limited i 
f exclusively-designed : ; : 
s cards for sale. 


ore, 42, artist of the DN 


chocolate, low-fat yoghurt and 
fresh fruits. £6.99, mail order 
from the Centre for 
Alternative Technology, 
tel/fax: 01654 703409. 

If you haven’t got time to 
concoct your own drinks, there 
are plenty of non-alcoholic 
ones on offer in supermarkets 
and delicatessens. Try Duchy 


Nick's card expresses his interest 
in “the spaces between the lines”, 
and pays homage to one of his 
favourite artists, Mondrian. Our 
condolences go to his wife Jude 


and sons Jake, Charlie and Dylan. 


The cards come in packs of 5 and 
cost only £1.50 per pack, 
including postage and packaging. 


To order your cards now, just fill 

| out the form below and return to: 
Xmas Card Orders, Disability 
Now, Freepost WD4323, London 
N7 OBR. Cheques payable to 

| Disability Now. Orders must be received before 8 December to ensure 
delivery prior to Christmas. Subject to availability. 
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if | Movie time: enjoy the latest videos with Hitachi’s caption reader 


| Order Form 


Handy: Totes’ fleece gloves for men 


2000 


— a 


DisabilityNow 


™ PO rt ens 


December 


_ — Sew 


f 


Christmas & 23 | 


come 


to you 


5 
== 
N 
N 
= 
Ss 


ginals sparkling lemon drink, Aqua 
or Amé herbal fruit drink, all of 
ch are around £2 and come in 
les nice enough to take to a party. 
erwise, try very low alcohol 
scato Frizzante (£1.79) from ASDA. 
Aobile phone company Orange has 
sloped the Soundmate, giving 
ting impaired people the chance to 
digital mobile phones without 
rference. It is a wireless earpiece that 
ks in a similar way to conventional 
ds-free kits and can be used with any 
ting aid switched to the “T” 
ition. £79.99 from Orange retail 
lets. For more information, 
tel: 0500 802080 or 


The cartoon on this page is available as a 
Christmas card from the children’s mobility 
charity Whizz-Kidz. £4.99 for pack of ten 
s (plus 55p P&P per pack) from Christmas Card Child’s play: Dawson’s colourful baby walker 
LP Mail Order, Whizz-Kidz, 1 Warwick Road, 
ndon SW1E SER, tel: 020 7233 6600, fax: 020 7233 6611. 


visit the company’s website at 
www.orange.co.uk 

Keeping warm with luxury 
silk undies is the ultimate and 
Patra has reasonably priced 
items for men, women and 
children in its catalogue. 

Tel: 020 8209 1112. 

New from Totes are really 
warm and cosy microfleece 
headwraps (£12) and super 
fleece gloves for men and 
women (four colours, £12). 
They have a good range of 
slippers, too, with a cushioned 
insole for extra comfort 
(£13), and men’s suede 
moccasins (£20). For stockists, 
tel: 01277 630277. 

For stylish and snug 
jumpers, visit Bearclothing’s 
easy-to-use website. This 
winter they’re offering a range 
of classic styles, all of which 
include natural fibres and are 
easy to care for. Some of them 
are even windproof. From £20, 
tel: 0870 742 3277, website: 
www.bearclothing.com 

Cosmetics to Go has fun 
soaps, bath fizz balls, etc. Try 
Raspmattaz soap (£1.60), Baby 
Jolly Fish (£3) or a ceramic pot 
of True Grit — a better scrub 
you will not find and you’ll 
come up smelling of pine, 
cedarwood and rosewood (pot 
£7, bar £3). Tel: 01424 201202. 

To give your house a 
delicious smell before 
Christmas guests arrive, 
Woods of Windsor’s True 
Fragrance room sprays are nice 
— wild rose is a favourite 
(£4.95). They also have a lovely 
lavender range, including soap 
in a tin (£3.95), hand and body 
lotion (£6.50) and — for mini 
gifts — drawer sachets (£1.50). 
Tel: 01753 868125, website: 
www.woodsofwindsor.co.uk 

Teas are always welcome 
as a present. Jacksons of 


Sore head? Try Whittard’s 


hangover sweets 


aad 


Piccadilly has gift packs of tea 
and shortbread (£6.49) as well 
as green teas, organic teas and 
Christmas tea in an attractive 
tin (£3.99). Twinings’ organic 
earl grey and breakfast tea are 
new and you can really taste 
the difference. Available from 
all good supermarkets and 
delicatessens. 

Whittard has something 
that will help if alcohol takes 
its toll — a hangover tea, 
which is a soothing blend of 
herbs and spices (£2.50), and 
hangover sweets (£2.50), as 
well as unusual tea blends like 
mango indica (from £2) and 
seasonal mulled wine (from 
£2.75). Tel: 0800 015 4394 or 
visit www.whittard.com 

Thorntons has super little 
gifts to decorate your party 
table — try the robin alpine log 
(79p), Christmas pud and 
brandy butter truffle (£1.39) 
and tiny chocolate praline 
mince pies (pack of six, £3.99). 
There are also chocolates 
packed in gold boxes, singly or 
in pairs. For a really indulgent 
gift take a look at the Petite 
range (from £6) — miniature 
chocolates in classy silver or 
lilac boxes. Tel: 0870 160 1911 
or visit the website at 
www.thorntons.co.uk 

TV beautician Liz Earle 
uses only the purest natural 
ingredients in her beauty 
range. The Try Me Essential 
Kit is £15. Tel: 01983 565222. 

And if you’re off to 
Midnight Mass, take Design 


Go’s 3FX torch (£6.99), which is 


compact, ergonomically 
designed and has three 
different light functions 

—a powerful front beam, a 
sideways radiant light and a 
slow light. Tel: 020 8906 8505 
or visit the company’s website 
at www.design-go.com 


Parents should check children’s toys and 


equipment for suitability before buying 


The Midland’s Installation Centre for the Carony 
In-Car Wheelchair System 


The ultimate system that saves the carer's back. 
This no lifting transfer system from home to car 
has changed many peoples lives! 


The Carouy Lifestyle electric 
wheelchair system - front or rear wheel 
drive - left or right joystick controller - 
optional attendant controller - 
Recaro Mobility Seat with 
various seat options. 


Uses the same transfer system 
as the manual Carony. 


From home to shops without getting out 
of your seat ! 


Other Services we offer :- 

Bruno wheelchair & scooter hoists. Wheelchair platform lifts. 
Swivel seat systems. Push/ pull hand controls. Left accelerator 
pedal flip up system. Electric handbrake. T - handle parking brake 
release. Lightened power steering. Smaller steering wheels. 


Steering knobs. _ Infra-red controls. 


Send or phone for free colour brochure now! 
tdci Te Sects 


E.R. Mobility. 


8 Berrington Road, Sydenham Ind. Est. Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire. CV 31 1 NB Tel. 01926 470944 
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24 & Christmas 


The RAC has a few gadgets at 
its online store for motorists, 
including a dry powder fire 
extinguisher (£21.99), which 
motorists in many other coun- 
tries are now required to carry 
by law. It also has a handy first 
aid kit (£10.99), which has a 
basic selection of plasters, 
bandages and dressings to tidy 
up any minor scrapes. 
Visit the website at 
www.rac.co.uk/shop/accessories 

No one likes getting lost, so 
it’s a good idea to have a decent 
map with you when you’re out 
and about in the car. The AA’s 
Easy Read Britain 2001 road 
atlas has large-scale maps and a 
large-print index for easy 
reference. £16.99, visit the 
website at www.theaa.co.uk 

If you’re computer-minded 
you can plan your route 
electronically before you set off 
with the Microsoft 
Autoroute Express 2001 CD. 
Showing over two million 
miles of roads in Britain 
und Europe, this will really give 
you peace of mind before you 
leave home. £54.04, 


www.jungle.com 


Invatravel are 

agents for superior Steplessi 
portable telescopic alloy 
wheelchair ramps from £195.00. 


Douglas Campbell finds fab 
presents for motoring fanatics 


Wheel-y g 


ood gifts 


To plug my own 
organisation — why not make 
someone’s Christmas by buying 
them a year’s membership of 
the Disabled Drivers’ 
Association (DDA)? For £10 a 
year you get a quarterly issue of 
the DDA’s magazine Magic 
Carpet and access to special 
motoring concessions 
negotiated by the organisation. 
Tel: 01508 489449, website: 
www.dda.org.uk or e-mail: 
ddahq@aol.com 

Parking tickets 
are the bane of 
motorists’ 
existence, ~~ 


but 


ee SOwitha 

parking key 
timer (left) you’ ll 
always know how much 
time you have left before the 
money in your parking meter 
runs out. Bleeps tell you when 
you have five minutes left and 
then when your time is up. It’s 
compact and can be attached to 
a key ring. Go on, buy one and 
break a traffic warden’s heart. 
£9 from www.boysstuff.co.uk 
or tel: 01902 861818. 


Christmas box books 


Do Christmas by 
the book this year, 
says Laura Strong 


If you like short 
stories and want to 
do some good at 
the same time, try 
Speaking with the 
Angel, a 

collection of 13 monologues 
edited by Nick Hornby. 
Contributors include Roddy 
Doyle and Irvine Welsh and, 
for every book bought, £1 is 
donated to the TreeHouse trust 
for children with autism. £7.99, 
Penguin. Tape, £12.99. 

For art 
lovers, John 
McKean and 
Colin Baxter’s 
beautiful 
Charles 
Rennie 
Mackintosh — 
Architect, Artist, Icon is sure to 
please. McKean claims 
Mackintosh, with his visual 
style of thinking and solitary 
lifestyle, may have had 
Asperger’s syndrome. £10, 
Lomond Books. 

For children, Charlie’s Eye 
will appeal. It’s the story of 


CHARLES RENNIE 


MACKINTOSH 


ARCHITECT = ARTIST = ICON 


JOHN MCKEAN @ COLIN BAXTER 


Caddy 


passenger 


As a long established 
company, Invatravel has 
years of experience providing 
for the needs of people 

with disabilities. 


Caravelle 

e Various access options available 

e Rear access, ramp or lift, including 
lowering Suspension 

e Prices from £17,950 on the road 

e Conversions for independent drivers 

e Underfloor ramps or hydraulic side lifts 

® 6-way drivers seat, remote door 
and lift operation 


Charlie’s glass eye, 
which “pops out 
all over the place”, 
finding its way 
into her dad’s cup 
} of tea, the loo and 
the swimming pool to mention 
but a few. When Jason Jones 
joins her class at school and 
calls her “handicapped”, 
football-loving Charlie 

sets out to prove him wrong. 
£3.99, Puffin. 

Keep memories of the 2000 
Olympics alive 
with rower 
Steve Redgrave’s 
autobiography 
A Golden Age, 
in which he 
talks about the 
start of his career at the age of 
13, his Olympic golds, and his 
dyslexia, diabetes and colitis. 
£16.99, BBC Worldwide. 

There are also heaps of new 
tapes and CDs around. 

Catch up with Adrian Mole, 
now 30%, in the CD version of 
Adrian Mole — The 
Cappuccino Years (£9.99). For 

, all the lads out 
there, unabridged 
episodes from the 
third and fourth 
series of the TV’s 
Men Behaving 


Creating new horizons with Invatravel 


e Power steering and driver's airbag 
e Tinted glass, electric windows 

and door mirrors 
¢ Remote central locking 
¢ 1.6 petrol or 1.9 SDI or TDI 

diesel engines 
¢ Lowered floor for rear ramp access 
¢ Seats up to four plus wheelchair 


¢ Prices from £13,595 ‘S’ model 

to £14,490 ‘SE’ model 
¢ ‘SE’ model includes air-conditioning 
and metallic paint 


Used converted Caravelles in stock — call us for details 


D 
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Badly are now available on tape 
(£12.99). If lager jokes are not 
really your thing, try Maureen 
Lipman’s Lip Reading, a taped 
collection of amusing musings, 
including observations on hot 
flushes, cricket commentaries 
and giving the perfect dinner 
party (putting frozen fish in the 


freezer and wine in waar] 
the microwave) | LIPMAN 
(£8.99). All from |e? 
Penguin. 

The BBC Radio 
Collection is offering Terry 
Wogan’s new autobiography Is 
It Me?, the story of his 
childhood, his life as a Royal 
Irish Bank clerk, the heady days 
of Blankety Blank and his 
career as chat show host 
(£9.99). There are classics 

mE like JM Barrie’s 
Peter Pan and 
Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s 
fe ©6lreasure Island 
(both £8.99), while Archers 
fans will love reliving Ambridge 
at the end of last century with 
The Archers 1987-2000 read by 
Stephanie Cole (£9.99). 
Order these books, tapes and 
CDs at www.waterstones.co.uk, 
www.whsmith.co.uk or, to 
donate money to charity at the 
same time, www.free2give.co.uk 


& 


CONVERSIONS LTD | 
Established 1983 


66 Knob Hall Lane, 
SOuUINDO, 
Merseyside PR9 90S 


Telephone: 01704 506608 : 
Fax: 01704 506607 


Website: 
http://www.scoot.co.uk/ 
invatravel_conversions/ 


Commercial 
Vehicles 


Recognised Convertor 


eee Gl. Coston | 


BUILT WITH YOUR 


When you set out to choose a wheelchair 
accessible vehicle, you want to make sure that 
the conversion provides you with the best 
possible solution for your mobility needs. It’s 
essential that it has been designed with you in 
mind, so that it is accessible, gives you the best 
possible all round view and has made safety the 
top priority. That way we'll know you will be 
happy with your new vehicle. 

By putting your needs at the forefront of 
our list of priorities we can help you to travel 
with ease and in comfort, in either the front or 
back of one of our high quality wheelchair 
accessible vehicles. To ensure that your chosen 
mobility vehicle really does meet your needs, we 
give you a thorough and unpressurized 


demonstration. 


Carchair puts you in front 
with dignity 

Our Carchair System is designed to take 
you from pavement into the front of a range of 
standard production cars or people carriers, 
without you having to leave your specially 
designed wheelchair. Its innovative design 
avoids you experiencing the indignity of having 


to transfer from wheelchair to car seat and with 
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Ford Focus with Carchair installed 


Peugeot 806 with Carchair installed 
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no need to stow a wheelchair or chassis, makes 
the whole process of getting in and out of the 
vehicle so much easier. Also, Carchair leaves the 


boot free for luggage and shopping. 


Class beating rear access 
conversions 

We appreciate that you want your 
mobility vehicle to be similar in comfort, ride 
and handling, as a standard production car. 
Which is why we put a great deal of effort into 
both the design and engineering of each of our 
rear access mobility vehicles, to provide you 
with a conversion which is the best in its class. 

Rather than compromising on price, we 
instead use high specification materials, special 
mouldings and design features to create a high 
class and yet practical conversion. This process 
not only gives you a longer lasting product, but 
ensures that it is well engineered to achieve the 
highest standards of safety and comfort. Where 
required we can customise the vehicle to meet 
the very specific needs of your disability or just 
to satisfy your individual lifestyle requirements. 
We want you to be comfortable, safe and 
happy so for more information and a free 


demonstration contact Constables. 
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Renault Kangoo converted for Rear Access 
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Constables 


Dm 


Constables Ltd, Dept DN, Freepost (BR1032) 
Mountney Bridge Business Park, Westham 
Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 5BR 
Tel: 01323 767574. Fax: 01323 767603 


SMpotability 


*This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299745 


Peugeot Expert converted for Rear Access 
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Good news for some DLA claimants 


he pensioners’ minimum —_ about £60m. It will make a to qualify for means-tested Under current rules people 
income guarantee has small but significant difference benefits like Income Support on DLA are deemed to rfeed 
been in the spotlight for those people. (IS), income-based Jobseeker’s more to live on each week. In 
lately. But few people have The DIG will not guarantee Allowance (JSA), and housing assessing entitlement to 
4 ar heard of the Disability Income income levels for disabled and council tax benefits. Not means-tested benefits like IS, 
In the last of his Guarantee (DIG) to be people generally. Rather, it all severely disabled people will a disability premium of £22.25 
series, Mike introduced in April 2001. promises more support for benefit. Only adults and is added to any other personal 
irdiss looks at the The Government believes disabled people under the age children who get the highest allowances and premiums the 
yore: around 130,000 adults and of 60 with the highest care rate of the care component of claimant might be entitled to. 
ity Income 30,000 families with disabled needs, whose income and Disability Living Allowance Similarly, the parent(s) of a 
1a children will benefit ata cost of capital are low enough for them (DLA) will qualify. child receiving DLA have a 
" disabled child premium of 


£22.25 added. 
For those qualifying for the 


: DIG these amounts will be 
increased by £5.95 a week 
(at April 2000 rates), 


producing, in effect, enhanced 


a rates of disability and 
disabled child premiums. For 


couples the increase will be 


ie , £8.60 a week. 
The Government says the 
tad DIG will provide up to £134 


a week for the most severely 
disabled people under the age 
of 60 getting income-related 
benefits. For disabled people 


‘For some, the Disability 
Income Guarantee will, 
in effect, enhance their 
disabled child and 
disability premiums’ 


under the age of 25 the DIG 
will in fact only provide 
up to £123.10 a week because 


Nil Advance = : 7 under current means-tests 
€& ese | ? someone under the age of 25 
Rental . PS - 2 is allowed less to live on each 


an < week than someone 
On selected 7 2 aged 25 or over. Both figures 
new Daewoos = include the disabled person’s 
; ‘ weekly higher rate DLA care 
component. 
The DIG is one of the few 


member of your family, receive Disabled Living Allowance at the higher rate, you positive measures to come from 


ee : oe the Welfare Reform and 
a brand new Daewoo ... all thanks to Daewoo Motability. Should you wish, we Pensions Ace athens rhe 


sit, at your convenience, so you can test drive a Daewoo for yourself. Government resisted 
eee i amendments to the bill which 
would have broadened the 
DIG’s scope. 
While your local benefits 
office should be told of any 


All new Daewoos include as standard: 


° Power steering * Dual airbags (exc. Korando & Musso)* Immobiliser = DLA award by the DLA Unit, 
: — s a : — it is not uncommon for local 
* Tinted glass * RDS radio/cassette stereo system ~~ | offices to remain unaware. 


You should notify your local IS 
office that the highest rate of 
the DLA care component is 
being paid. If you do not get IS 


Sage Seat gi oe fe or JSA but do get housing or 
3 Years servicing | ¢ FREE Advanced Driving Course ae ne A 3 Ve a seen 
¢3 Years Daewoo Total AA cover in association with the ee aig acs LISteAC. 
Sere If your income previously put 
_*3 Years insurance (contract hire only) _ Institute of Advanced Motorists you just outside IS or other 


means-tested benefit 
entitlement the award of the 
DIG could mean that you are 
now eligible. 

As ever, if you are in any 


z j DAEWOO doubt seek independent advice. 
te Mike Hurdiss is a benefits 
0 8 0 0 3 0) ) 9 0 3 NZ policy officer at Scope. fe is 


unable to enter into individual 
correspondence. 


For more information about Daewoo Motability please call free on: 
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Parent’s voice 27 


Maundy Todd worries that her 
daughter's equestrian training may 
be wasted when she leaves college 


y daughter, Diana, is 
M likely to leave college 
4 at the end of this 


year. Like most undergradu- 
ates, she is looking forward to 
the next stage of her life. 

But as many parents with 
disabled children know, her 
aspirations are as much our 
responsibility as hers. We are 
enormously proud of her for 
her confidence that what she 
wants is achievable, but at the 
same time we are anxious 
about whether we can deliver. 

Diana has told us and her 
social worker that she wants 
her “own place” to live with 
her friends and to “work at the 
stables in Richmond Park with 
the horses” because her friend’s 
mother knows someone there. 
(Life still comes down to who 
you know and networking 
applies just as much to my 
disabled daughter as anyone 
else in her family.) 

Di is 23 years old and 
learning disabled. She has 
always been interested in 
horses. When she started 
riding at the Horse Rangers in 


‘Di loves helping out at 
the horse shows — she 
keeps top riders and 
their grooms in order!’ 


Hampton Court, aged five, 
we thought prospects of a 
meaningful future probably lay 
with horses and we would 
work hard to help her achieve 
it. She went from school to the 
specialist Fortune Centre for 
Riding Therapy in the New 
Forest, which is an amazing 
place. After two years they 
helped us find the next stage, 
a mainstream college with 
a secure residential unit. 

She is now a live-in student 


on the equestrian programme 


Riding high: Di (/eft) with 


at North Lincolnshire College. 
They have a special needs unit 
with about ten students on the 
basic skills course, working 
alongside the other students. 
Di lives at Hill House, a large 
equestrian centre used by many 
international riders for 
training. Horse shows take 
place most weekends and Di 
loves helping out — apparently 
she keeps top riders and their 
grooms in order! 

Diana has completed NVQ 
level 1 and is now working 
towards NVQ level 2. This is 
much tougher in both academic 
and horse riding terms. The 
college thinks it unlikely she 
will attain many modules and 
if she has reached her potential, 
her local authority funding may 
cease. The equestrian centre 
manager believes Di could 
attain further modules if she 
could be tested in an 
alternative, non-written 
format. We find it hard to 


Daisy and Maundy at Hill House 


understand why NVQ testing 
in alternative formats is not 
standard practice across all 
examining bodies but have so 
far failed to change things. 

Di was given an award for 
“greatest personal development 
on the basic skills equitation 
programme” in 1997 and that 
achievement, together with us 
buying her a horse, Daisy, for 
her 21st birthday, marked a 
turning point in the 
development of her self-esteem, 


confidence and sense of 
responsibility. Daisy, who Di 
says “likes playing with sheep 
and biting other horses’ bums”, 
is now part of the package of 
expectations when Di comes 
back to live in London at the 
end of this academic year. 

Hill House is the only place 
in the UK where this 
combination of residential 
home and a mainstream 
equestrian course leading to 
NVQs takes place. Di has a 
reasonable expectation of 
supported employment in a 
stables because of her 
qualifications. She also attends 
Grimsby College for Art, which 
she adores, and she has recently 
produced some amazing work. 
She competes in horse shows 
and also in various sporting 
events including swimming. 

Her social life seems pretty 
active — she frequently cuts 
phone calls short saying “I’ve 
got to go now because we’re 
having a disco” — although it is 
often dependent on staff being 
available to drive the students 
into town. 

Hill House has a contract 
with social services for Diana’s 
care plan. She moved into an 
independent house in the 
grounds a year ago with two 
other girls and the results show 
when she comes home for 
holidays. Every time she comes 
back she brings me a list of 


Working for a stable life 


clothes she wants “for going to 
the pub” or “for so-and-so’s 
birthday”. She is a joy to have 
around the house and she 
readily contributes to the 
household tasks. 

We find Lincoln an awful 
long way from our home and 
Di still finds independent travel 
quite difficult. She will come 
down by train but refuses to go 
back.by herself. 

Her social workers are 
incredibly positive and 
supportive of her wishes and 
our desire to help her fulfil 
them. We hope that between us 
we will manage Di’s 


‘We are enormously 
proud of Di for her 
confidence that what she 
wants is achievable, but 
we are anxious about 
whether we can deliver’ 


expectations when she comes 
back next year, and that she 
will live as a useful and fulfilled 
member of society. 

It would be a terrible 
waste of all that resource and 
sheer hard work and effort 
for 23 years if we cannot 
achieve that. 

Fortune Centre for Riding 
Therapy, tel: 01425 673297. 
North Lincolnshire College, 
tel: 01522 876000. 


We have a limited number of DN polo shirts to give to every new subscriber 
who returns this form prior to 4 January 2001. 


Available in red or white, with the DN logo on the left breast, both colours come in X-large 


and Large, with the white also available in Medium. 


To claim your free shirt, complete the form below and return with a cheque to the address below. If you receive 
any of the means-tested benefits listed below, you can receive DN for free — just send us proof of your entitlement 


with our form. 


Please note: this offer applies to new paid subscriptions only and is subject to availability. 


; | would like a red _) white U) polo shirt in Please tick 4 
= 1 
The new Aston Easy Lift Medium (white only) LJ Large -) X-large _) i 
I 
@ Simple to operate ROPE PE OO, i ee 
DN12/00 4 
© Compact & portable i @ ; 
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I 
© Eye-to-eye contact Ne aco aac pccconecssnsnnenncnesaccatarcnsiincria MO, peonSeinnaiisconsesasnecseunsoseaidednsnactinsgreeasescotvertavie 
- . . | 

© Eliminates back strain Be Ae eg SSeS Bebe @ one. 1 
@ Can Carry up to 21 I/We enclose a cheque or postal order for £ wu... which includes a donation Of £ ----+--+---++ . i 
stones , | authorise you to charge my VISAL) ACCESS) Expiry date: .././.... i 
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to wheelchair, toilet, iro : 
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@ It folds up neatly - I Those on means-tested benefits FREE is income support, housing benefit, council ‘ 

I! I a tax exemption, disabled person’s 
For brochure easy to store! ; Individual athome address 1 year £18 3 tak credi,, job cack oaaetiedienee 
and details of es 8 8s ara emma) | 
= rofessional/organisation year 
I 
lo Cc al sto Cc ki st Ca | I 2years £53 O Multiple copy rates are as follows: , 
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28 International 


REHA 


BY 


REHACare International 2000, 
a vast and vibrant exhibition 
which took place in Diisseldorf 
in October, sounded manage- 
able enough. The blurb said the 
show was to be held in five of 
the 17 halls in the Diisseldorf 
[rade Fair Centre. 

But the sheer size of the halls 
is awesome, covering 60,000 


Stamina, 


quare metres. 


forward planning and a hearty 
breakfast are essential. 
The biannual show was first 


77, when it was 

1 REHA International. 
[his year they have renamed it 
of the inclusion of 


- and it will now 


repay an entry fee of around 
ludes free travel 


whicn in¢ 


yort to and from 


I was pleased to see it was 
open on a Saturday as well as 
ays. It was also good to 
>a wheelchair repair area, 
ganised by wheelchair 
manufacturers and suppliers. 

The halls were all themed, 
which is helpful at a show 
where you are one of 50,000 


ing to see more than 


The atmosphere 


there was buzzy 


ndly, with a very mixed 


all 3, the largest, had a 


t offerings — 


BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT. - 


B Dressmaking 


@ Hospitality 


#8 Interior Design Management 

M@ C&G Photography @ Personnel 

@ Short Story Writing Management 

1H Freelance Journalism § _™@ Business 
Management 


COMPUTER STUDIES 


@ PC Repair 
@ Intro. to Computer 


® Book-keeping and 
Accounts 


LEISURE & GENERAL 
INTEREST 


@ Fitness & Nutrition 


Programming 
@ Visual Basic 


@ Microsoft Office Us 
om Royal Horticultural 


Society General Exam 
@ Child Psychology 
® Child Day Care 
B® Adult Psychology 


@ PC's for Beginners 


ADULT EDUCATION 


SERIES 
@ GCSEs & A Levels 


Tel 0800 056 8676 (9am-7pm) or Tel/Fax: Dublin 285 2533. 


wheelchairs, and equipment for 
leisure, transport, orthopaedic, 
workplace and domestic uses. 
I spotted an impressive range of 
prosthetic equipment and 
educational resources, too. 
There were two themed 
areas. Disabled Persons at 
Work was advice as well as 
equipment-based, while 
Barrier-Free Living for Children 
was a new venture highlighting 
medical and technical 
innovations. Another new 
feature was the créche, 
provided by the charity AWO. 
Hall 4 focused on daily 


n w career? With 
for the skills and 


‘ourse of In 


Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss 


Occupation 


Date of Birth ra / 


Address 


Postcode 


Tel. No. 


From time to time, we permit other carefully 
screened organisations to write to you about 
products and services If you would prefer not 
to hear from such organisations please tick 


this box. 9 
Learwung Cor Le 
International Correspondence Schools, 


Dept. | ZDNOC1KO 


Freepost 882, Clydeway Skypark, 8 Elliot Place, 
Glasgow, G3 8BR, 


e 


ae 


living items. The Systems for 
Independent Living area was 
new to the show, an intelligent 
home with an impressive array 
of infrared and radio- 
controlled items. As well as the 
usual environmental control 
range, there were infrared toilet 
flushes and individual TVs that 
attach to beds. 

Hall 5 had the Care 
Competence Culture area 
aimed at the half million or so 
people involved in German care 
services. Germany is debating 
reforms to the long-term care 
sector, and this area was 
designed to reflect possible 
equipment solutions and 
innovations in the market. The 
range included nutrition, 
clothing, furnishings and 
software for staff rotas. 

The next hall was the sports 
area, sponsored by the German 
Sports Association for the 
Disabled. Events from the 
Paralympics were shown on the 
large-screen TVs around the 


0 square metres and attracted 50,000 visitors 


hall, and there were sports in 
action, including fencing, 
basketball, a particularly 
vicious bowls game using 
weighted Indian club-shaped 


bowls which were swung with 


gusto, and a lethal archery 


competition using short javelins 


to replace bows and arrows. 


This hall in particular was very 


lively. A circus ring was being 


arranged while I was there and 


MESSE DUSSELDORF/TILLMANN & PARTNER 


REHACare — a show with oomph 


Mary Queally was bowled over by good ideas at the enormous REHACare show in Dusseldorf 


various street (hall) performers 
were offering balloon animals. 

Resisting those temptations, 
I moved on to Hall 8, which 
was the charities and 
information area, and the 
communications section too, 
which seemed particularly 
popular. It was broad in scope, 
featuring high and low-tech 
communications devices for 
visual, hearing and speech 
impairments. Stands had 
Braille details of the supplier 
and product type. 

As well as all these things, 

I could have whiled away an 
hour or two at the internet 
café, gone to one of the 70-odd 
seminars on offer, rested my 
weary legs in one of the quiet 
rooms or even popped into the 
art exhibition. 

It was rare to see so many 
new companies from so many 
countries. I hear Germany is 
trying to make it easy for non- 
EU people to exhibit and find 
European agents. Very 
commendable — it makes for 
an exciting show. 

For information about next 
year’s REHACare, visit 
www.messe-dusseldorf.de 
Mary Queally is head of advice 
services at the Disabled Living 
Foundation. 


Think big: each of the halls is huge, so you need stamina, forward planning and a hearty breakfast 
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In a Brotherwood 
Conversion the 
wheelchair passenger 
travels on a low level plane 
as part of the family group 


Kangoo from £13,91 6.38 - Petrol 1.4 RN or Diesel 1.9 RN 


- Manual 5 speed or Automatic. Low & Level floor 


} i 
| 2 
; ras 
d i i | 
{ \_——— 
BROTHERWOOD FJ 
LOW-LEVEL FLOOR JSS/{O}) 


(61” flat floor conversion) with 58” headroom 
RENAULT KANGOO 


\ Berlingo Compact from £14,561 oy 


- Petrol 1.4i or Diesel 1.9i - Manual 5 speed and Automatic available. 
| Low & Level floor (61” flat floor conversion) with 57” headroom 


CITROEN 5-DOOR BERLINGO 


ee 


Sharan With standard roof (5§4” headroom) Low & Level 


floor (52” flat floor conversion) from £26,264.40 


(2.0 ’S’ petrol, manual 6 speed) 
Including raised roof (§9” headroom) 


v 
Cc 
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» 
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’S’ petrol, manual 
6 speed) 


pee eee pee from £27,714.40 


> NEW OR USED > PERSONAL AFTER PHELP WITH 
wheelchair accessible vehicles SALES SERVICE FINANCE 
for the life of the vehicle (4.75% interest P.A.F. 
> IN SURANCE on new vehicles) 
_ >» SHORT & LONG 
- the choice of utilising our TERM HIRE 
own policy (Underwritten by CGU) 
or Contract Lease 


® 
4 BROTHERWOOD 
VEY AUTOM OBY LE TY oh Meret 600 
Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP 
>» BUY-BACK 


SERVICE el; 01935 672003 + Fax: 01935 072053 


e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com » www.brotherwood.com 


SJUpotability 


ACCREDITED 


Brotherwood conversion of the Brotherwood conversion of the Brotherwood conversion of the Brotherwood conversion of the 
Renault Kangoo. Diese! and Citroén Berlingo. Diese! and Volkswagen Sharan. V.C.A. Type W Caravelle is registered with 
Automatic available. V.C.A. Type Automatic available. V.C.A. Type Approval No. LC326/A/027. 
THEMARK oF Aquauty Approval in progress. THE MARK oF AQuauTY Approval No. LO334/A/035. THE MARK OF A QUALITY 
CONVERSION CONVERSION 


a Ministries Approval Certificate 
THE mark oF AquauTy Under the S.V.A. scheme 
CONVERSION CONVERSION 
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30 Fun and games 


DN’s crossword 
sponsored by 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD CHESHIRE 
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ACROSS 
1. Mobility aid (10) 
7. Vehicle for transporting 
goods (5) 
8. Passenger aircraft (8) 
9. Perfect (5) 
10. Tennis shot (5) 
1. Two-w heeled 1 vehicle (7) 
14. Part of a bird (4) 
16. Middie of a month (4) 
18. . Footwe ar (7) 
sack end ( (4) 
21." Type of bird (4) 
22. Main tea ag 


ca ASCP SATEA TEARS POZE 
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» CHARTWELL q 
INSURANCE 


DISABLED DRIVER INSURANCE BUREAU 


Established over 30 years 


Shown below are just some of the special facilities available 


Motor insurance including adapted vehicles 
Legal protection cover included with the option of 


including RAC cover for £49 


Household buildings and contents cover 
Travel insurance 


Wheelchairs including scooters and powerchairs 
Commercial insurance 


For a competitive quotation, contact us on: 


020 8958 0900 


Visa, Mastercard and Switch cards are accepted 
Chartwell House, 292-294 Hale Lane, Edgware, Middx HA8 8NP. 


DOWN 

1. A support for walking (7,5) 

2. Gained (6) 

3. Member of political 
movement in N. Ireland (8) 

. Sail hob (anag) 

5. Vegetable — sounds mobile 

(6,4) 

6. Weepy movie (10) 

12. Blatant (5) 

13. Surplus (5) 

15, Paid transport you hail (4) 

17. Perceive (3) 

19. Consume (3) 


aS 


Sevibble pad 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


Complete the crossword and send it to Dave Dunn, Leonard Cheshire (LC), 
30 Millbank, London SW1P 4QD. Judges decision is final. Not open to LC or 
DN staff and associates. Entry deadline: 22 December 2000. 


Have your say! 


We’re looking at revamping 
the Fun and games page, so 
please let us know what you 


think of it, and what ideas 


you would like it to include. 


Send your ideas to F&G 
Ideas, Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London 
N7 9PW, or e-mail to 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


By DN's 
astrologer 
Marion 
Stanton 


SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 
Personality issues might 
wf affect your judgement at 
work. You are in a creative 
mood, but don’t get carried 
away, especially around the 
11th, when the full moon 
opposes your sign. Use your 
opportunities, then sit back 
and enjoy Christmas. 
CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
Romance is blossoming at 
the start of the month. 
Make the most of it as, despite 
the holiday, work demands 
could take over later on. Leave 
it till later in the month to 
make crucial decisions about 
your career. 
AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 
wv Niggling arguments early 
“VW on should fade away in 


time for you to enjoy the festive 
season. You could find some new 
spice in your life, or a rekindling 
of old passion as Venus enters 
Aquarius from the 9th. 
PISCES (20 Feb-20 Mar) 
A promising 
communication at the 
start of December could turn 
sour very quickly. Don’t believe 
everything you hear —wait for 
concrete proof. The end of the 
year should find you full of 
renewed vigour ready for the 
year ahead. 
ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) 
‘a4 Things are still tense on 
the home front, but may 
begin to ease as Mars moves 
out of opposition on the 24th. 
You can’t mend fences before 
the 9th, so lay plans instead. If 
you need to bring someone 
round, appeal to their heart 
rather than their head. 
TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 
cS. Arguments could flare up 
over the holiday unless 
you communicate with those 
close to you. Make compromises 
and you will be rewarded on an 
emotional level at least. 
GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 
You may be tempted to 
take a gamble when the 
full moon conjuncts Jupiter in 
your sign on the 9th. Things 
aren’t always as they seem, so 
don’t take a leap in the dark. 


Candid Dan 


Take advice from a partner or 
female friend before you take 
any risks. 
CANCER (23 June-23 July) 
60 This is not an easy 

month at home. Don’t 
raise expectations. Plan for a 
quiet Christmas and your 
energy and enthusiasm will be 
restored at the end of the month. 
LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 

Confide in others about 

projects you’ve been 
working on. They may listen 
and want to join in, so let 
them. They could help turn a 
good idea into a great one. 
VIRGO (24 Aug-23 Sept) 
nz Just as you start winding 

down for the holiday, you 
may get a break on the work 
front. If you’ve paid attention 
to your partner you should find 
that they will support you. 
LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 

You have reached a 
memes productive peak. Enjoy 
it, but slow down for the 
holidays. Those close to you 
would like your time as well — 
they have been supporting you. 
SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 
Mm, December is likely to be a 

mixed month. You can’t 
please all of the people all of 
the time, no matter how hard 
you try. A brother or male 
friend is likely to be your best 
ally at the moment. 


DN’s dastardly Dan ends a momentous 2000 by 
looking foward to much more of the same next year 


AOE all of you folks in readerland are thinking about Christmas, FLICS’ core 


(Ian and I) are beavering away on our next project. With further adventures from 


Charlie and Harvey on hold, we’re going to make a semi-serious documentary film a la Dogme. 
This means we’ll be using all natural light and no posh tricks. Perfect for the uncomplicated, skint 


souls we are. 


Without giving the plot away (Scorsese may be reading), we’ll be tackling disability again, mixed 
with other issues, taken from our customary off-kilter viewpoint. Writing got underway in our local 
pub, where Charlie was conceived. The first scene was finished rapidly and ideas for subsequent 
scenes poured forth faster than the Guinness. 

[’'m questioning my sanity (again — Ed) on diving into another endurance test made up of 18-hour 
days, sleep deprivation and abuse, so soon after ending Charlie. I must be a masochist. 

Speaking of endurance tests, I’m bracing myself for the biggest one of all — Christmas shopping. 
Being herded into several square miles of shops isn’t something I normally mind, but the breed of 
maniac shopper that mystically appears in December makes the whole experience as welcome as 
decapitation. I’m seriously thinking of having a Victorian Christmas and just giving everyone a 


tangerine and some nuts to avoid the whole shopping thing. Humbug! 


But it’s not all hard work. I have my usual festive frolics to look forward to, including loads of 
gigs, a party or ten and a trip to raid my folks’ fridge. New Year is as yet unplanned, but with me 
being so greatly in demand it won’t stay that way for long. A few plans are being hatched for 2001, 
all of which involve taking my quest for world domination a few steps further. Next year will be my 


year; just you wait and see. 
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Living 31 


As his twin daughters Rebecca and Alice 
reach their first birthday, Nic Hutton looks 
back on a year of raspberries, face 
rearranging and fatherly responsibilities 


hen Rebecca turned 
and smiled at me for 
the first time, my 
heart leapt as I realised that 
I could bond with my twin 
daughters despite the fact that 
I could not physically interact 
with them. 

The relationship we have 
built since then is almost 
entirely a vocal one. We 
exchange blown kisses and 
raspberries and converse in a 
language that is nonsensical yet 
packed with meaning. They are 
very responsive to my voice. 
Just the other day Alice was 
nabbing a toy from Rebecca 
and I said “no, Alice”. To my 
amazement my raised tone 
made her stop. It will be 
interesting to see if it still does 
in 14 years’ time. 

Over the last year the girls 
have developed very different 
characters. When held to my 
face Alice will attempt to 
rearrange it, pulling my lower 
lip over my nose. Rebecca, on 
the other hand, strokes my 
cheeks and coos softly. 

It has not been all smiles, 
though. The girls’ first year has 


Rebecca shows Nic her windmill 


seen us make huge adjustments 
in our life and I’d be lying if I 
said it hasn’t all seemed too 
much sometimes. 

For a start we are no longer 
a dual income couple with no 
dependants. The onus is on me 
now to provide. I wouldn’t say 
it has taken the enjoyment out 
of my job, but it has certainly 
concentrated my mind on the 
responsibility. 

I often wonder if I haven’t 
taken on too much. Balancing 
work and home has not been 
easy — I try to get up an hour 
earlier now so that I spend 
some quality time with the 
family in the morning. Then in 
the late afternoon the framed 
photograph on my desk 
reminds me that it is near their 
bedtime and I cannot easily 
ghost into their room to kiss 
them goodnight. It’s easy to up 
and go when you’ve nothing on 
at the time, but advertising is 
notorious for tight deadlines 
and late nights. Having said 


that, supporting a family when 
I once thought I would never 
work again, has been a 
wonderful boost to my self 
esteem. 

While I concentrate on my 
job, Jane is a full-time mother, 
and I mean full-time all of the 
time. Twins are twice the work, 
especially when one of the 
parents cannot physically help. 
I do what I can to entertain the 
children while Jane is upstairs 
running the bath or in another 
room, and I try and organise 
dinner when I’m around. But it 
is an exhausting time for Jane. 

Fortunately, with the help of 
two invaluable grannies, we 
have got the twins into a fairly 
regular routine, which is good 
for me because I know when to 
schedule time with the girls and 
with Jane. 

The time spent with Jane is a 
fraction of that we shared 
before, however, and whilst I’d 
never say I was envious of the 
girls, I do sometimes feel a little 
sidelined. But these are the 
adjustments one has to make. 

In a way I feel I have always 
been trying to catch up with 


Shh Daddy! Alice explores Nic’s mouth from close quarters 


the situation. The twins’ 
premature arrival caught us on 
the hop and all my plans of 
making acres of space in the 
house for them never 
materialised. The house 
certainly feels smaller now, and 
for a person confined to a chair 
it can get a little 
claustrophobic. I am learning 
to relax and accept this new 
reality, but there are odd 
occasions when I struggle to 
raise a smile at the carpet of 
toys that greet me every 
morning. My powerchair is 


certainly out of commission at 
the moment. But despite the 
cramped conditions it is always 
worth squeezing into the 
bathroom for their baths. Their 
love of water always leaves me 
creased up with laughter, if a 
little wet. 

Nearly a year old now, the 
girls are crawling, pulling 
themselves up and into 
everything. I think they know 
that they can get away with 
more mischief round the back 
off my chair where I can’t see 
them. And I’m just waiting for 
them to discover the tap to my 
legbag. Being in a reclined 
wheelchair means that I am 
further away from them than 
I'd like. In an effort to get 
closer I do pressure relief 
forward in the chair so that 
they can pull themselves up and 
be inches from my face. I also 


eS ae 
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transfer to the sofa so they can 
sit next to me. Jane often puts 
them on my chest when I’m in 
bed and Alice seems 
determined to rid me of chest 
hair. It’s probably quite painful, 
but then I wouldn’t know. 

It is often when they are at 
their most endearing that I find 
it all the more frustrating not 
to be able to pick them up. 
Sometimes I am driven to 
jealousy when friends are 
round and I see them do all the 
things with the girls that I 
cannot. Hopefully these 


Girls, girls, girls: Nic with daughters Rebecca (left) and Alice and wife Jane 


feelings will pass when the girls 
discover that I make an 
enjoyable climbing frame and 
maybe they will sense how 
important their physical 
affection is to me. 

In many ways the worries 
that nag you are no different 
from those of any other parent. 
But there are questions 
particular to me as a disabled 
father. 

Am I more paranoid about 
safety because of my accident? 
How will I answer their 
inevitable questions about my 
disability? Will they grow up 
feeling disadvantaged or will it 
make them stronger? Can I 
teach my children to value the 
fragility of life, to grasp every 


BHTA Wheelchair 


Distributors 


We worry about standards so 
you don’t have to. 


BHTA is a trade association 
which includes a wheelchair 
| distributors section. Our 
nationwide membership 
network has over 100 local 
outlets selling and repairing 
powerchairs and scooters. 


They do it well and they do it 
ethically. 

They have high standards. 
The Association makes sure. 


The first step to trouble free 
independence is to contact us 
for a list of our members. 


01732 458868 


If it hasn’t got the mark behind it, you won’t have us behind you. 
BHTA, 1 Webbs Court, Buckhurst Avenue, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 ILZ 


What a double act 


JAMIE FACER 


opportunity, without instilling 
anxiety about life’s dangers? 
These are big issues, and 
they can weigh heavy on your 
mind. But it is the little 
moments that make 
parenthood so worthwhile. 
The glint in Rebecca’s eyes as 
she bites my nose with her two 
little teeth, Alice gleefully 
destroying a newspaper, their 
laughter at your laughter, the 
little tugs on my trousers, the 
passing admiration of 
strangers, the chattering a-da a- 
da a-da, the frenzied splashing. 
These are the pleasures 
that set my heart aglow 
— that enable me to treasure 
the present and welcome 
the future. 


EO ———————— 
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32 Share your problems 


ant 


= love and loneliness 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


m advice and support 


Who better to help you? Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled herself, is co-author of the 
Directory for Disabled People and other guides. Write to her at Disability Now, 
6 Market Road, London N7 9PW or e-mail editor@disabilitynow. org.uk 


Can | use a cane? 

I am registered as partially 
sighted. Recently I purchased a 
white symbol cane from the 
Royal National Institute for the 
B). As I understand 
is used to let people 


know that a person has some 
degree Oi sight loss. 
But now I am worried 


-ople say it is only for 


people. Even my 


to disapprove. 
Lynda, Oxford 
understand from the RNIB 
that anyone with sight 
problems is entitled to use a 


symbol cane. So ignore other 


people’s comments if you can. 


Don’t let it lie! 

I refer to Nico’s problem (DN, 
September) about applying for 
Disabled Person’s Tax Credit. 
We had a similar problem 
because my wife did not have 
a National Insurance number. 
We applied in May and have 
now been granted a number. 
organised by the Inland 


Revenue through my local 
Department of Social Security. 


Both ‘Horizon’ and ‘Mystique’ models offer: 
Extra wide rear door to accommodate a wheelchair. 


Power Assisted Steering. 


A choice between Petro! & Turbo Diesel power units. 
Luxurious fitted shower and toilet compartment, with fully 
opening door which can also be used as a privacy screen. 
Driver & passenger cab swivel seats to ease access. 
Wheelchair recessed floor tracking. 

Choice of a fitted Powermatic Access Passenger Hydraulic 
Lift or a fitted Unwin Ramplette system. 

Suitably fixed grab handles throughout the vehicle. 


I want to advise Nico that if 
he still has not heard from 
them, he should try calling 
them on a regular basis 
— it certainly worked for us! 

Maina, e-mail 
That’s good advice — sheer per- 
sistence does sometimes work. 


Kenyan cash needed 
We are a Kenyan self-help 
group of 35 disabled people 
who are also homeless. Our 
group does leather work, 
tailoring and carpentry to 
make money, but we need help 
to buy equipment and a site 
where we could offer training. 
Have you got any ideas? 
Nahashon Namutali, Kenya 
I was interested to hear about 
your organisation. I suggest 
you contact Action on 
Disability and Development 
(ADD) who help disabled 
people run businesses in 
developing countries. 


Signature hint 

You suggested that Shelley of 
Brighton (DN, September) get 
power of attorney to help with 


Marquis are also an accredited motability dealer and are able to offer finance through Motability Finance Ltd. 


her daughter’s finances. But of 
course this will not improve her 
daughter’s independence. 

You may be interested to 
know that the British Bankers’ 
Association (BBA) has a free 
leaflet called Signing Your 
Name: How to Overcome 
Difficulties. It has some 
practical solutions to 
handwriting problems and 
explains how banks can be 
expected to help. 

Dave, e-mail 
Thank you very much for that 
information — a lot of DN 
readers will find it useful. 


| need urgent advice 
I am having a difficult time 
with my council and the 
Benefits Agency, and urgently 
need advice from a law firm. 
As someone on Disability 
Living Allowance I can’t afford 
too much. What can I do? 

Ray, Langley Green 
In the first instance I suggest 
you go to your local Citizens 
Advice Bureau. They will be 
able to give you reliable advice 
and, if necessary, recommend a 


Here at Marquis Motorhomes, we have many 
years’ experience in serving people with disabili- 
ties. From major modifications to minor adapta- 
tions’ our aim is to enable everyone to get the 
most from their motorhome, and to enjoy the 
independence and flexibility a properly adapted 
vehicle can offer. 


We have been working closely with one of 
Britain’s leading manufacturers to develop a 
range of new motorhomes specifically designed 
for people with disabilities - 
resulting in the unique ‘Horizon’ 
and ‘Mystique’ models. 


So whether it’s a new or used 
» motorhome you are after, let us 
Ti Know your requirements and we 
* will do our very best to ensure you 
make the 
independence Days! 


For further information on the full 
range of services we are able to 
offer, call us FREE on 

08000 26 7777, or 
return the coupon below. 


most of your 


1 
1 
Brochure 
1 
1 
1 
I 
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Motability Finance Limited 


She’s happy — why aren’t they? 


I have cerebral palsy and started a relationship with a non- 
disabled woman a few months back. She doesn’t have a problem 
with my disability, but her family — mainly her father — does. 
They are patronising whenever I call to see her, and are under 
the misguided notion that they are being “nice” to me. 

My girlfriend has raised this with them, only to be told she is 
“imagining things”. But I have since overheard her father having 
a go at her for “going out with one of them spastics”. 

I want to smooth things over but don’t want my girlfriend to 
know I overheard one of her dad’s insults. What should I do? 


Bob, Liverpool 


Sadly, what you describe is not rare. Prejudiced people believe 
their attitudes are normal and it takes time to change this. 

Don’t feel insulted — the defect does not lie with you. The only 
thing that matters is that you and your girlfriend are happy. 
Mention the hurtful comments to her because it’s not good to 
have secrets. But try not to make too much of it. 

Acquire a range of outside interests you can share so you are 
able to build a life together and put families in the background. 

You may find the Scope helpline useful. Ask them if there is a 
local group you can join. It’s always good to talk to people who 


have had similar problems. 


solicitor who is prepared to 
give you half-an-hour of free 
consultation time. 


Get a better bed 

In response to the letter about 
an adjustable bed (DN, 
October) — our daughter has 
cerebral palsy and needs to 
make adjustments to the base 


of her bed. We find the Scanbed 


suits her. It has electric height 
adjustment and back and knee 
raisers. We also find the Jenx 
Dreama flexible mattress does 
most of what she needs. 

Vin, Caernarfon 
Readers can also contact their 
local Disabled Living Centre, 
which will give unbiased advice 
on the equipment available in 
every area of daily living. 


ABEFWE Disabled Self-Help Group, PO Box 1531, 


Kakamega, Kenya. 


ADD, Vallis House, 57 Vallis Road, Frome, Somerset 


BA11 3EG, tel: 01373 473064. 


BBA, Pinners Hall, 105-108 Old Broad Street, London 


EC2N 1EX, tel: 020 7216 8800. 


For your local Citizens Advice Bureau, tel: 020 7833 2181. 
Disabled Living Centres Council, Redbank House, 4 St Chads 
Street, Manchester M8 8QA, tel: 0161 834 1044. 


Scope helpline, tel: 0808 800 3333. 


MARQUIS-HAMPSHIRE 
Winchester Road 


Lower Upham 

Nr. Southampton 
Hampshire SO32 1HA 
Tel: totageh 860 666 
Fax: (01489) 860 752 


MARQUIS-DORSET 
41-45 Old Wareham Rd 
Poole, Dorset. BH12 4QN 
Tel: (01202) 738 777 

Fax: (01202) 738 778 


MARQUIS-GLOUS. 
Mill Avon Holiday Park 
Gloucester Road 
Tewkesbury 
Gloucestershire 

GL20 5SW 

Tel: (01684) 296 222 
Fax: (01684) 293 111 


MARQUIS-SURREY 
Pantiles Park 
London Road (A30) 
Bagshot, Surrey 
GU19 5HN 

Tel: (01276) 452 111 
Fax: (01276) 452 888 


MARQUIS-BERKSHIRE 
Oxford Road 

Chieveley, Nr. Newbury 
Berkshire RG20 8RU 
Tel: (01635) 248 888 

Fax: (01635) 247 044 


MARQUIS-SUSSEX 

Eastbourne Road 
NEW Golden Cross 
marquis | East Sussex BN27 4AN 
Branch Tel: (01825) 873 377 
Fax: (01825) 873 157 


MARQUIS - LANCS. 
Riversway Leisure Village 
Chain Caul Road 
Preston Docklands 
Preston, Lancashire 

PR2 2XR 

Tel: (01772) 555 777 


Please send me your “Discover Freedom” 


Fax: (01772) 885 566 


www.marquis-mh.co,uk 


OFFERING A 
UNIQUE 
SERVICE 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick can give 
disabled people and carers 
advice and support on 
personal and spiritual 
problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic 
counsellor and Methodist 
local preacher, and she has 
a postgraduate diploma in 
homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something 

you need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays lpm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. 


Disabilitynow December 2000 


The all new ‘A | ‘TA becomes wheelchair accessible 


giving 150cm (59”) entrance and interior headroom without raising 
the roof or breaking the bank! 


Standard features include 
ABS, air conditioning, 

5 full size seats + wheelchair 
& single piece access ramp. 


on the road and fully adapted 


The 2001 } SHARAN now with enhanced exterior and interior | 
styling, improved engine and gearbox range. | 


Standard features include 
ABS, air conditioning, driver 
and passenger front and side 
airbags, 5 full size seats 

+ wheelchair & single piece 
access ramp. 


on the road and fully adapted 


S/Votability me VA CONTACT US FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
Fo utt™eaes | ON PURCHASE, LEASE, RENT AND NO 
ACCREDITED CITY COUNCIL AND VCA APPROVED OBLIGATION FREE HOME TRIAL 


IN OUR ADAPTIONS TO THE PREVIA AND THE SHARAN WE USE THE FINEST STAINLESS STEELS AND NON-FERROUS METALS 


sm 
ys 
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34 Checkout 


There were some 
useful new products 
at Kid-e-Quip, says 
Michaela Duckworth 


he two-day Kid-e-Quip 
exhibition at the 

-B Reebok Stadium, 
Bolton, was well attended 


again this year. On offer were 
fashion shows with clothes 
modelled by disabled children, 
seminars and round-table 
discussions relevant to parents 
and professionals. 

Particularly inspiring were 
the “tactile stories” for children 
ind teenagers with multi- 
sensory impairments. Each 
” is a sheet of A3 card 


object attached 


to feel, smell, 


ror tne tustenei 


i } ae ~ oi — 
touch or hear as the story 
unfolds. Ideal for use at home 
or school and there are many 


new items of 


equipment were on display. 
its new Moti- 


Active seating system for 


TCR ] wrohen 
[CM iauncneG 


children aged 18 months to 
eight years (right). This appears 


to be a radical new concept 


that is slimline, sporty, 
tylish and colourful. It is 
unique in that the seating 
can be transferred into 
one of three different 
chassis: three- 
wheeled for rough 
terrain, four- 
wheeled or a 


static 


Just one blip at Kid-e-Quip 


ae 


a tilt-in-space 
facility, a range of 
adjustable posture 
supports, and can 
quickly and easily be 
taken apart for 
transportation. The 


company is continuing 

to develop new 

accessories. 

It all looks 
extremely 
exciting and 
promising. 
One word of 

caution, 

though — please 
check it out 
thoroughly for stability. The 


E New Name In Non Sur 
‘hon slip mats 


¢ High grip non slip mats 
¢ Ideal for people with 


restricted movement 

® Everything stays where 
it’s put! 

* Hold everyday objects firmly 
in place 

® Available in red or blue 

* Other sizes/colours made 


Ho ho ho! Santa makes a fleeting visit to the Kid-e-Quip show 


to order 

To order complete this form and send with a cheque or postal order ‘ : 
: 1 
RED BLUE 
| [40mm @ £2.25 U) L) 
1 

i] 
1 190mm @ £3.00 C) C) ' 
1 255 x 160 : ' 
x 160mm @ £4.25 C) C) 
325 x 255mm @ £6.50 C) =} \ 

! 
; Add £1.50 p&p per order. Allow 28 days for delivery. Full refund if not satisfied, if ! 
1 returned within 7 days. ' 
' 
eS ccee ,  M * 
UINQIMIG! sssecssnnssecesnsnssscssnssescnnnssscrcnsssccenagsessntansessessscsonsnneseccunecesssnusceessnsessssnsssessnneeessasesseees 
gp. PACOESS ee sscaneescunon etna ston cccanectixr cosectncast oat aio tesse es ee 
Ve | 
Ai se vndeansenadpuase Fo aganasVattihaas <scatelocs-heancavanvensceeoavaseeatesseissarescesterceteteretestaniseretoneteees ‘ 
eo es, i an oe ae oe ; 
1 
kT ebb assests, tare cet -sadss Soret bacaaaerg care eae Me toate ee ye eee See 


Maroon Innovations, 51 Union Road, Bridge, Kent CT4 5LW, tel: 01227 831963, 
Distributors and Agents welcome 


website: www.maroon-nonslip.com 


DISABLED LIVING 


system, complete with range of 
chassis, costs about £1,750. 
Tel: 01775 766664. 

JCM has also recently 
upgraded its Saturn seating 
system with the MKII which is 
now more adjustable (from 
£588). It has introduced a 
junior version of the Jupiter 
comfy chair for home use, too. 

For years there has been a 
lack of well-designed, 
supportive and versatile static 
seating systems, so I was 
pleased to see companies 
beginning to fill this gap. It is 
not only JCM improving on 
the range of static seating. Jenx 
has upgraded its Multi-Chair. 
The new Alpha has metal 
components instead of wooden 
ones and looks much more 
streamlined. It has versatile and 
adjustable supports and will 
quickly and smoothly lower to 
the floor to fit under low tables. 
Prices start at £860, tel: 0114 
285 3376. 

Taylor Therapy has 
developed the Samson prone 
angle seat, mainly for children 
with mild postural difficulties 


in mainstream environments. 
The advantages are its 
adjustable, angled, contoured 
seat with sacral prompt for 
pelvic stability and a contoured 
back-rest. Around £395, tel: 
01922 627601. 

Two further items are worth 
a mention. BIME has increased 
its range of bike sizes available 
for children with 
achondroplasia. Next year it 
will be launching a baby carrier 
that attaches to the front of an 
adult wheelchair. Bikes around 
£290, price of carrier as yet 
unknown, tel: 01225 824103. 

I was delighted to discover 
that Arjo has developed a new 
component for its Encore 
sit-stand aid that raises the 
foot-plate to make it suitable 


Child bride: Rachel Corr models a wedding dress at the fashion show 


for children. Tel: 08702 430430. 

The exhibition was well 
worth the visit, although as 
usual I have some complaints 
about the venue. 

The toilet facilities for 
disabled people were awful. 
There was only one larger 
cubicle in the women’s, just 
big enough to fit a wheelchair. 
The only surface available to 
change children’s clothing was 
the floor. 

As for the catering facilities, 
they amounted to a few plastic 
tables in a rather hostile 
environment, with food that 
can only be described as limp 
and lifeless. 

Michaela Duckworth is senior 
physiotherapist at Rutland 
House School, Nottingham. 


Beside the seaside: the seashore comes to the community and leisure stand organised by Disabled Living 
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Arts 35 


Television 


Jane Shepherd 
Rae eee ee 


C4’s Why Doctors Make 
Mistakes ended by promot- 
ing glasnost instead of the 
usual adversarial approach 
to medical negligence — what 
a refreshing change! 

Stars and Their Lives 
(ITV) saw disability 
campaigner Heather Mills 
shocked when boyfriend Sir 
Paul McCartney appeared. 
“I wasn’t even going to 
mention him,” she said. 
Yeah, right. This hybrid of 
This Is Your Life (without 
the element of surprise) is ok 
— if you like the ubiquitous 
Carol Vorderman. 

Insomniacs will have 
enjoyed The Eighth Day 
(C4), a French film. Harry 
befriends Georges who has 
Down’s syndrome and they 
set off on a road-movie-with- 
a-difference. Any film that 
makes me laugh and cry gets 
my vote. Action movie 
afficionados, please note — 
there is a car chase. Well, 
more of a bus chase, really, 
Georges and his mates steal a 
bus and career off in it, rather 
like the boat scene in One 
Flew Over The Cuckoo’s 
Nest. Marvellous stuff. 

That’s Esther (ITV) asked 
why all babies aren’t tested 
for deafness with a system 
that was developed 22 years 
ago. Good question. Esther 
also talked to rock star Chris 
Rea who reckons there are a 
million undiagnosed people 
in the UK with diabetes. 

He should know — he was 
one of them. 

I find a little of Ruby Wax 
goes a long way, but 
journalist John Diamond 
made an interesting 
contribution to Ruby (BBC2) 
via his laptop this month, 
having had his voicebox 
removed because of cancer. 
Even more interesting to see 
him chain smoking. His 
choice of course. 

Diarmuid Gavin designed 
a garden on Home Front 
(BBC2) for Flora who has 
autism. She liked the water 
feature, but I did wonder 
how thrilled her parents 
would be after multiple 
changes of sodden clothes. 

Born on the Fourth of 
July (BBC2) featured Tom 
Cruise as a paralysed 
Vietnam vet struggling to 
cope with life in a 
wheelchair. Perhaps he 
would have taken heart from 
CS5’s Hell For Leather, 
where a paraplegic biker 
chose life in the fast lane. As 
the Americans would say, 
way to go. 


Staying alive: Marc Quinn’s Eternal Spring (red) keeps flowers alive 
by maintaining their temperature, drawing an intriguing parallel 
between nature, the human body and medical technology 


Tony Heaton 
Peg at BM ca ae i gaia ec eS 
cy) 
The Hayward Gallery’s 
Spectacular Bodies — The Art 
and Science of the Human 
Body from Leonardo to Now 
has an ambitious title that will 
tell the more cynical to expect 
some disappointment. 

Exhibits in the opening 
room — Men at Work — are 
neither portraits nor 
documentary evidence of 
anatomy lessons. They 
validate the importance of 
anatomical science and heroic 
men, because they are 
all men, with beards and 
earnest looks, who pioneered 
this work. Rembrandt holds 
centre stage. 

The catalogue acknowledges 
criticism of the male scientist 
by feminist groups — 
particularly the invasion of the 
female body by institutional 
science and the portrayal of 
women purely as sexual organs 
or complicit victims. This is 


well illustrated by André 
Brouillet, who shows the 
“good” doctor demonstrating 
the hysterical “performance” of 
his star patient, swooning to 
order in front of an audience of 
intense young men. 

The Leonardo drawings are 
extraordinary, and it’s worth a 
visit just to see these gems from 
the Queen’s collection. 

Other high spots are 
Katherine Dowson, Bill Viola, 
Marc Quinn and the 
Anatomical Tables of Human 
Arteries, c.1640. 

The cynical presentation of 
Christine Borland’s 
“progressive disorder” 
on the ramped access is pure 
medical school of art, offensive 
and dull. 

Those of you expecting the 
spectacular bodies of disabled 
people will be disappointed. 
Yet this could have been an 
ideal vehicle for works by and 
of disabled artists. 

A more vigorous disability 
arts movement might have 
provoked the curators to 
include us. 

Until 14 January, tel: 020 7960 
4242, minicom: 020 7921 0921. 


Simon Minty 
Odd 


In Memento, Leonard Shelby 
(Guy Pearce) is an ex-insurance 
investigator with a rare condi- 
tion that means he is unable to 
recall the immediate past. 

His loss of short-term 
memory is attributed to a blow 
on the head that he received 
during the brutal rape and 
murder of his wife, although it 
is unclear if his “handicap” is 
real or faked, physical or 
mental. 

His sole purpose in life is to 
find his wife’s murderer, as the 
investigating police have given 
up. The tools he employs to 
compensate for his memory 
loss are to take Polaroids of 
people he meets, get tattoos to 


e Living our Lives is an exhibi- 
tion showing Dieter Cole’s 
atmospheric photographs of 
psychiatric service users living 
in the community. Until 26 
January, St Bartholomew's 
Hospital, London, tel: 020 8480 
0129, www.livingourlives.co.uk 
e In hospital again: Colchester 
General Hospital has a new 
collection of six works of art 
on show. The pieces include 
Julian Stocks’ colourful stained 
glass-style picture, the Blue Sky 
Project, that patients will see as 
they lie back for a CT scan — 
makes a change from white tiles; 
and giant panels of pictures and 
words outside the children’s 
ward by photographer Tim 
Wainwright and poet Jenni 
Meredith. For more details, tel: 
01206 747474. 

e An integrated cast of deaf 
and hearing actors will perform 
a double bill of two Harold 
Pinter plays, Mountain 
Language and Landscape, in 
British Sign Language at the 
Oval House Theatre, London, 
29 November-16 December 
(Wednesdays and Saturdays, 


remind him of evidence and 
make scribbled notes of 
significant clues. Leonard’s life 
revolves around repetition, 
routine and habit and his 
condition is pivotal to the story. 

Occasionally credibility is 
stretched, but with the acting 
underplayed and Leonard’s 
impairment not belittled, 
Memento becomes a stylish 
and complex thriller. 

Told through increasingly 
revealing flashbacks, a picture 
slowly emerges explaining 
Leonard’s actions. 

The story is like being 
presented with an almost 
completed jigsaw puzzle, then 
taking it apart to find which 
single piece is missing. You’d 
expect this to be an 
unrewarding task, but there are 
moments of clarity in Memento 
that make you want to keep 
searching. 

On general release. 


We have introduced a new 
rating system for reviews on 
this month’s Arts page: 
Hos (excellent), Shs (very 
good), && (good), & (OK) 
and ¢ (poor). Let us know 
what you think. 


7.45pm). The productions also 
include an integrated voice-over 
of Pinter’s text. The plays are 
accompanied by a photograph- 
ic exhibition of work by Carole 
Sionnet in the Oval House 
Café, 1-16 December, focusing 
on images of deaf culture. Play 
admission is £8, £5 concessions, 
tel: 020 7582 7680. 

@ Calderdale’s first disability 
arts festival takes place 4-8 
December. It will highlight 
work produced in the first year 
of the disability arts pro- 
gramme and look at work for 
next year. For festival details 
and to book tickets, 

tel: 01422 351815, minicom: 
01422 351813, e-mail: 
the.mill@calderdale.gov.uk 

e Mat Fraser’s one-man show, 
Sealboy Freak, the story of a 
freak show performer, is at 
London’s ICA, 1-3 December. 
£8, £7 concessions, £6 for ICA 
members, tel: 020 7930 3647. 


Books 


Chris Davies 
aie eed 


oO55 


In the Rough Guide to 
Managing Personal Assistants 
Sian Vasey has compiled a 
highly amusing but deeply 
realistic account. I have been a 
personal assistant (PA) user 
since 1983. 

The book quotes from 
accounts given by 26 disabled 
people on the benefits and risks 
involved in employing and 
managing assistants. The 


narrative is informative, 
constructive and often 
hilarious. But it is also 
painfully accurate. 


For PA users like me 
this book, while it merely 
confirms what we already 
know, is a very interesting and 
valuable read — valuable 
because it is not often we get 
together to compare and 
contrast our experiences. 

I would also say that this 
book is essential reading for 
every PA because even the best 
do not always appreciate the 
perspective of the user. 

However, whether the book 
should be read by anyone not 
yet using a PA but 
contemplating it is debatable. 
Its “warts and all” approach 
might deter them. Independent 


living should be the lifestyle of 
every disabled person, but the 
reality is not as easy as it is 
often thought to be. 

Still, it is better that people 
know the complete truth than 
remain under some kind of 
illusion. 

Sian and the National 
Centre for Independent Living 
(NCIL) deserve many 
congratulations on this book. 

I hope it gets into your 
stocking! 
£7, NCIL, 250 Kennington 
Lane, London SE11 5RD, 
tel: 020 7587 1663, 
fax: 020 7582 2469, minicom: 
O20 7587-1177: 
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i ¢ Internet 
* information 
Mind has 15-19 Broadway, Stratford E1S dealing with stress, anxiety and management, Coping with ‘if 
published an 4BQ, or tel: 020 8221 9666. depression. It also gives advice Pain, for people unable to visit 
updated A-Z of on what approaches are a pain clinic. It tells listeners 
Social Security Mind has also available, practitioner how to do pain management 
Benefits for People updated its A-Z of qualifications and where you techniques and takes them 
with Mental Complementary go to find one. £1.10 (plus 10 through a relaxation exercise 
lealth Problems. The booklet i and Alternative per cent p&p), enclosing an AS pioneered by the leading Walton 
describes which benefits people Therapies, SAE. Same details as above. Centre for Neurology and 
are entitled to and how to claim s including Neurosurgery. £8.50 (inc p&p, The Family Fund Trust has set 
them. £3 ele ten percent p&p), | acupuncture, Bach flower The Pain Research Institute cheques payable to Talking up a website version of its After 
enclosing an AS SAE, from Mind remedies, nutrition and yoga, (PRI) has produced an audio Life) from Talking Life, PO 16 — What’s New? book for 
Bublicawond Granta House, which have been helpful in tape programme on pain Box 1, Wirral CH47 7DD. young disabled people. Entitled 


Choices and Challenges for 
Young Disabled People, it 
includes where to live, further 


learning, finance and advocacy. 
The book is free to young 
disabled people, their parents 
and carers, £10 to others. Tel: 
01904 621115, text: 01904 
658085. Visit the site at: 
www.after16.org.uk 


Disability Benefits is a new 
website giving valuable | 
information on benefits. It lists 
entitlement, claiming, who 
deals with claims, how it is 
paid, how long for and rates. 
The site also has links pages on 
topics such as travel, sports and 
publications. Visit it at: 
www.disabilitybenefits.co.uk 


freelawyer.co.uk 
wie LEGAL SOLUTIONS ONLINE BB & 
Free Lawyer is a new website, 
giving free legal advice. Choose 
an area of law (employment, 
housing, motoring etc), answer 
various questions and you get 
given a tailor-made response 
specific to your query, including 
local specialist law firms and 
legal fee estimations. You can 
even download legal 
documents such as wills. Visit it 
at: www.freelawyer.co.uk 


Disability Resource Team have 
launched a website. A 
registered charity, they offer 
courses on disability equality 
awareness, customer care and 
the DDA. They also provide an 
Information Bulletin and the 
Music in London magazine. 
For full details visit it at: www. 
disabilityresourceteam.co.uk 


é geing, dying and bereavement 
Gite For Life is a new website 
with information and practical 
advice on illness, later life and 
bereavement. Experts in social 
care, religion, counselling and 
therapy give advice on areas 
including Planning Ahead, 
Care and Support and Coping 


otis plain or brightly 
coloured and are available 
in a Variety of powered and ~™ ; 
hon-powered configurations, rs : a 9 with ee Hats S ns en of 
appropriate products an 
services. Visit it at: 


www.guideforlife.com 


Mailbase, who run on-line 
discussion lists for UK 
academics and support staff, 
have a forum for people 
wanting to discuss the 
spirituality and theology of 
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¢ Internet 


disability. To join, visit it at: 
www.mailbase.ac.uk/lists/ 
disability-and-spirituality 


DYXI is a new 
| website for people 
J with dyslexia. It 
— has information on 
finance, business, 
holidays, shopping and more. 
Use it to contact others via the 
chat room and message board. 
Visit it at www.dyxi.co.uk 


The Youth Sport Trust and 
Institute of Youth Sport and 
Human Kinetics have a 
website, The Youth Sport 
Centre, giving information on 
physical education and youth 
sport. One section is on 
inclusion, and covers the 
inclusive games programme 
SportSability that provides 
resources and equipment for 
disabled youths. Visit the site 
at: www.youthsport.net 


Employtourism 


Employ Tourism is a new 
website with information for 
employers wishing to employ 
disabled people. It is mainly 
aimed at the tourism sector, but 
has relevant information for all 
employers. It includes examples 
of best practice, useful 
contacts, and practical steps for 
employers to maximise their 
potential for employing 
disabled people. Visit it at: 
www.employtourism.com 


The Scuba Trust have a new 
website sponsored by 
AmazinScuba. The Trust run 
courses for disabled people 
wishing to try diving, normally 
in small classes or with one-to- 
one tuition. The main training 
centre is in Dorking, but they 
can travel nationally on 
request. Courses are provided 
with all the main agencies, such 
as PADI. For more information, 
tel: 01797 361975, visit 


www.scubatrust.org.uk, or visit - 


www.amazinscuba.com 


e Information 


has published Briefing on the 
National Service Framework 
for Mental Health (£1), Open 
All Hours (£12, a report into 
the need to develop 24-hour 
services for people experiencing 
a psychiatric emergency) and In 
Our Experience (£2 for users/ 
£4.50 for others, a report on user 
involvement in decisions about 
mental health services). Orders 
with ten per cent for p&p, cheques 
payable to the Sainsbury Centre. 
To Publications Assistant, 
Sainsbury Centre for Mental 
Health, 134-138 Borough High 
Street, London SE1 1LB. 


¢ Information 


RNID The RNID Tinnitus 
Helpline telephone 
number has changed. It can be 
contacted on, tel: 0808 808 
6666, textphone: 0808 808 
0007, Mon-Fri, 10am-3pm. 
Calls are free. You can also use, 
fax: 0115 978 5012, or e-mail: 
tinnitushelpline@rnid.org.uk 


The Child Poverty Action 
Group (CPAG) has published 
the Paying for Care Handbook 
—a guide to services, charges 
and welfare benefits for adults 
in need of care in the community 
or in residential or nursing care 
homes. £11.95 (plus £2.95 
p&p) from CPAG, 94 White 
Lion Street, London N1 9PE 


<The Royal National 
sims Institute for the Blind 
(RNIB) has added audio 
described versions of the Walt 
Disney classics The Jungle 
Book and Mulan to its range of 
videos available for renting or 
buying. The Jungle Book costs 
£10.99 and Mulan £17.99; all 
RNIB videos can be rented 
for two weeks for £2.50. Tel: 
0845 702 3153, minicom: 0845 
758 5691, e-mail: 
cservices@rnib.org.uk 


WF) Motability has set up 
CF. a Vehicle Suitability 
Service to help its 10,000 new 
or renewal customers choose 
appropriate vehicles. Advice is 
given through Mobility 
Accredited Suppliers, mobility 
centres and Motability itself. 
Services it offers are the video 
Right First Time (£3.99 inc p&p), 
the leaflet Choosing The Most 
Suitable Vehicle For You, a 
Vehicle Suitability Questionnaire, 
and a Vehicle Suitability 
Helpline (tel: 01279) 635666. 
For video, call the helpline, or 
fax: 01279 632000, minicom: 
01279 632273. 


m, Disability Awareness in 


Dy) Action (DAA) have 
DAA published Civil Rights 
Law and Disabled People. 
Chapters include Are civil 
rights laws what we need?, 
What might civil rights 
legislation include?, and Where 
do we go from here?. Also 
available in large print, Braille, 
on computer disc and 
audiotape. Free, from DAA, 11 
Belgrave Road, London SW1V 
1RB, tel: 020 7834 0477. 


The Continence Foundation 
have published a new leaflet 
Expecting a Baby?, with advice 
and practical steps on how to 
avoid bladder/bowel problems 
following childbirth. Free. Send 
a large SAE to The Continence 
Foundation, 307 Hatton 
Square, 16 Baldwins Gardens, 
London ECIN 7RJ, tel: 020 
7831 9831 (9.30am-4.30pm). 


mcg The Royal College of 
x se Psychiatrists has 


™ Coping with 
Bereavement. It gives emotional 
support and practical help to 
deal with the physical effects of 
grief, as well as advice for 
relatives and friends of someone 
recently bereaved. £13.99 (inc 
p&p, cheques payable to Talking 
Life) from Talking Life, PO 
Box 1, Wirral CH47 7DD. 


iN The Royal National 
suteaitiee Institute for the Blind 
has published Which button? 
Designing user interfaces for 
people with visual impaiments. 
The guide discusses different 
types of visual impairment and 
designing controls (design 
features, direct and indirect 
controls). Single copies are free 
from Dr John Gill, RNIB 
Scientific Research Unit, 224 
Great Portland Street, London 
WIN 6AA, tel: 020 7391 2371. 


OC) National Information 
a Forum have published 
the latest issue of Innovations 
In Information, that includes 
Information rich, information 
poor by Glenys Kinnock, and a 
chance for refugees and asylum 
seekers to share their 
experiences with the Forum. 
Also on disc. £12 annual 
subscription. For a free copy or 
subscription, tel: 020 7402 
6681, e-mail: info@nif.org.uk 


Age Resource’s Unigate Age 
Resource Awards are seeking 
nominations. Open to people 
over 50, they are given to people 
doing something valuable for 
their community. There are four 
catagories: active lifestyles, 
arts, environmental action and 
information technology. You 
could win £1,000 as an 
individual or £1,500 as a group. 
Application deadline is 31 
January 2001. Write to Unigate 
Age Resource Awards, Age 
Resource, 1268 London Road, 
London SW16 4ER. 


Muscular The Muscular 
Dystrophy Dystrophy 
Campaign z 
Campaign has 
published The Adaptions 
Manual, with advice on the 
selection, design and cost 
effectiveness of the most 
appropriate home adaptations 
available for people with 
muscular dystrophy. It covers 
the process from assessment to 
completion of the building 
work, gives advice to 
professionals, has checklists 
and a template and overlay 
sheets for architectural plans. 
£10 members, £25 non-members 
(inc p&p — membership is free). 
Contact Cathy Livingstone, 
tel: 020 7720 8055, fax: 020 
7498 0670. 


¢ Competition 


The Young Pavement Artists 
Competition 2001 has been 
launched, with the theme 
“Mountains and Moors”. 

There are five age groups, 
from four to 18 years old. 

Split into two sections, the 
competition’s first part 
encourages schools, youth 
clubs and organisations to 
hold a competition and have 
the winning entries 
photographed. The second 
part sees all the winning entries sent to the Muscular Dystrophy 
Campaign for national judging by members of Tate Britain and the 
Royal Academy of Arts. 


This year’s winner: Rebecca 
Asquith’s polar bear from the 
theme Wildlife in Danger 


The overall winner wins a trophy and £200. Three runners-up 
each win an inscribed plate and £100. 

For full details contact Barbara Bate, tel: 01304 611428, e-mail: 
bbate@nypac.freeserve.co.uk. Closing date 30 April 2001. 


ice. , Inter-Action Milton Keynes will celebrate the 

KEIIC International Day Of Disabled People with a 
cabaret evening, 30 November, Milton Keynes. Well-known acts 
include Colin Thomson, Bitter and Twisted, Johnny Crescendo, 
and a collaboration between Chance to Dance and Drake Music 
Project. £4/£2 concessions. BSL interpreted. Full details, 
tel/minicom: 01908 678514. 


Contact a Family will hold the health conference 

Rare Disorders: The Need For A New Approach, 

1 December, London. It will discuss current 
epidemiology, the paediatrician’s perspective, European 
approaches and the emerging roles of self-help/support groups. 
Full details from Amy Hodgson, tel: 020 7828 7720, e-mail: 
amy @thirdsectorpr.co.uk 


(The Ramblers| Ihe Ramblers Association will hold the annual 
page Festival of Winter Walks, 26 December 2000 to 1 

pew January 2001. Over 400 walks are planned over the 
whole country, led by experienced leaders, most from four to 
seven miles in length. For a full list, tel: 020 7339 8564, or visit: 
www.ramblers.org.uk 


UNIQUE 


... Because as the national college for 
disabled students we also welcome 
people who are not disabled... 
because at Hereward all students enjoy 
equal access to a broad range of 
academic and vocational courses... 
because individual students need an 
individual approach. 


At Hereward we unlock everyone’s 
unique potential by providing 
residential enabling and medical 
services, in an accessible and supportive 
environment. 


To find out more, arrange a visit or to 
discuss your hopes for the future, 
contact: Admissions, Hereward College, 
Bramston Crescent, Tile Hill Lane, 
Coventry CV4 9SW. Tel: 024 7646 1231. 
Fax: 024 7669 4305. 

Minicom facility available. 


Visit our Website on: 
www.hereward.ac.uk 


Hereward College 

exists to provide 

education and training to its 
community of customers. 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLI 


© 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR EVERYONE 


HEREWARD COLLEGE... 
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DisabilityWOW linage 


tel: 020 7619 7320, fax: 020 7619 7331, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, 


e-mail: patrick.durhammatthews@scope.org.uk 


* Personal 


HI, ?'M SIMON. 33 years old. I have my 


own car and work full-time. My hobbies 


are music, socialising, travel, cinema, 
football and having fun. I have a gsoh. 
Love to hear from a female with similar 
interests, 25+. I live in the southeast. Box 
No. 076 


MALE, 28, W/CHAIR user, gsoh, easy- 


soing, honest. Seeks nice female, 21-35, 


able-bodied or w/chair-user with gsoh, 
for friendship/possible relationship. 
London area, photo preferred. Box No. 077 


A 53-YEAR-OLD male with a breathing 


disorder. Able to walk short distances. 
Vegetarian, tall, dark, young at heart. 
Wltm a female who is a vegetarian, for 


friendship, any age. Box No. 078 


| AM LOOKING for women who are inter- 
ested in taking part in an exciting, new 
4-year project investigating the sporting 
experiences of women with disabilities. 1 
am currently looking to speak to all 
women, regardless of whether they are 
actively involved in sports or not. If there 
is anyone that would like to share their 
views and experiences, please contact me 
directly: Tanja Woodgate, Division of 
Sport, Health & Exercise, Leek Road, 
Staffordshire University, Stoke-on-Trent, 
Staffs ST4 2DF. Tel: 01782 294019. 


CHANNEL 4 DOCUMENTARY seeks couples. 
Are you in a relationship with someone 
who is able-bodied? Is your relationship 
about to change in any way? Maybe you 
are about to get married, or move in 
together? Perhaps you are about to have 
a baby, or maybe there are issues causing 
you to talk about your future. A tv docu- 
mentary is looking for couples to share 
their experiences. Please leave a message 
for Claire or Sue, tel: 020 7313 6761. 


TOP OF THE RANGE 


Spectra electric wheelchair. Can be 


easily adapted for a child or an adult. 


Tray table and charger. As new, 
genuine reason for sale. £850 ono. 
Tel: 01604 830524. 


MEYRA POWER W/CHAIR, £850 ono. Tel: 
01978 861795. 


CRUISER PLUS INDOOR/outdoor electric 
w/chair. Right hand controller, leg rest 
support, recliner. 16 months old. Also 
Roho cushion. £2,500 ono. Tel: 01252 
721209 (Surrey). 


ELECTRA POWERCHAIR, used for one 
week. Cost £3,000, accept £1,500 ono. 
Tel: 01932 862938 (Cobham, Surrey). 


BOOSTER TETRA ROADMASTER, 4-whceel, 
detachable cab, road/pavement use. 
Serviced, vgc. £980. Tel: 020 8889 2518. 


LEADER 4-WHEEL electric scooter with 
charger. 6-speed, 2 baskets, headlights. 
As new, immaculate, £1,250 ono. Tel: 
01895 832066. 


ELECTRIC SCOOTER, BEC Sterling tricycle, 
gel batteries. Vgc. £150, to buy and 
collect from Oxford. Tel: 01865 459904. 


HNE HARRIER POWER w/chair. Indoor/ 
outdoor, lefthand steering, mains charger. 
Good condition and lightly used. £2,600 
in 1995, accept £800 including ramps. 
Tel: 01564 777771 (Birmingham area). 


PERMOBIL STANDING W/CHAIR, regularly 
serviced, little used. Very easy to use, 
upper body supports for good stability. 
Jay medical cushion, rugged electric 
w/chair with detachable leather bag. 
100% reliable. Would cost £12,000 or 
more new, sell for £5,000 ono. Tel: 01895 
435957. 


NESBIT EVANS HARRIER indoor/outdoor 
power w/chair, bit worn but a real work- 
horse. £1,000 ono. Tel: 01524 425532. 


SCANDINAVIAN MOBILITY MANUAL 
w/chair, ultra lightweight titanium 
V-frame, right hand steering. Very 
stylish, scarcely used. £1,800 ono. Tel: 
01524 425532. 


REA COMFORT W/CHAIR, blue, manual, 
with tip-and-tilt mechanism and back- 
rest. Reclining headrest, 24in rear wheels. 
Two thirds of new price at £1,450 ono. 
1 year old. Tel: 01242 674866 (Cheltenham). 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, SCANDINAVIAN 
Mobility Spectra, black. Bought new in 
August 2000 for £3,000. Hardly used, 
£1,950 ono. Tel: 020 7733 9508. 


LARK 4-WHEEL SCOOTER, complete with 
charger and 2 baskets. Full working 
order. Cost £1,000, accept £300 ono. Tel: 
0118 973 0019. 


MERCEDES VITO WHEELCHAIR VAN, 


excellent condition, fully serviced, 


5 seats plus w/chair. 30k miles, 
£9,750. Tel: 0121 561 1056 (work), 
01527 570387 (home). 


NISSAN PRAIRIE MARK Il, G reg, 
Brotherwood raised roof conversion. 
Transfer beam front passenger seat. New 
MOT, serviced regularly. Dark blue, vgc. 
£4,750. Tel: 01256 329263 (Hampshire). 


NISSAN CARGO 2.3, diesel, R reg. 23k 
miles, lowered floor, rear ramp, winch, 
five seats plus w/chair passenger. Rear 
speakers, alarm, 12 months’ MOT, fsh. 
£10,000 ono. Tel: 0151 280 5615. 


FIAT FIORINO 1.3 
J reg, 1991, 62k miles. Good condition, 
MOT. Constables conversion. 
£2,100 ono for quick sale. 
Tel: 01923 771146 (Hertfordshire). 


TRIUMPH STAG, AUTO, red, hand con- 
trols. Full restoration, mint condition. 
Must be seen, paraplegic owner. Bargain 
£9,500 ono. Tel: 01674 850767. 


RENAULT TRAFIC T900, Prima, 2068cc, 
diesel, M reg, 1995, white, 64k miles. 
Fsh, new brakes and exhaust. Excellent 
condition. Tracking with clamps and 
inertia belts for 2 w/chairs. 4 removeable 
seats in rear with inertia belts, can carry 
up to 6 passengers, pas. Versa conver- 
sion. £4,950. Tel: 01737 822221 or 07974 
260222. 


CARAVELLE GL8 2.4D, auto. Refinements 
and air conditioning, electric hand brake, 
swivel front seats, tinted glass, rear ramp. 
Seats 7 and 1 w/chair or 5 and 2 w/chairs. 
New, Dec’ 97. 26k miles, fsh, warranty 
till Dec’ 2001, recovery until Aug’ 2001. 
Limo ride with auto diesel economy. 
£14,500. Tel: 01462 625053. 


BERLINGO JAN 1999, S reg, 30k miles, 
blue, diesel. Brotherwood conversion, 
6-cd fitted. Citréen warranty until 
Jan 2002. Pas, air conditioning, electric 
windows, central locking. In perfect 
condition, £10,000. Tel: 01453 765276. 


CHAIRMAN SEAT 1990, white, 36,800 
miles, good condition, MOT expires 
May 701. £1,850 ono. Tel: 01834 861711. 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat. Fits Peugeot 
405. £150. Tel: 01276 600449 (Berkshire). 


THREE PART RAMP for scooter or power 
w/chair. £390 new, accept £100 ono. Tel: 
020 8422 8128 (Harrow). 


HBC WHEELCHAIR LIFT, 
200kg. Manual folding platform to fit 
Ford Galaxy or similar. £1,200 ono. 
Tel: 01277 231457. 


FORD TRANSIT, T REG, diesel, auto, fully 
adapted, remote control rear door and 
lift, air conditioned, cd stereo, push-pull 
hand controls, cruise control, 2 six-way 
seats, electric tie-down. £19,995 ono. Tel: 
0117 954 2402 (Bristol). 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT 1.3L, 5-speed, L reg, 
75k imilesy redeeaccessaviaiear ramp, 
3 seats, vgc. £4,000. Tel: 01444 254227. 


RENAULT EXTRA FREEDOM 
1998, mid blue, lowering suspension, 
tax Feb’, MOT March 2001, excellent 
condition. £3,000 ovno. 
Tel: 0238 076 0446. 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat, previously 
fitted for passenger in Rover. Very good 
condition. £150. Tel: 01304 368466 
(Kent). 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT, 1.8 diesel. 21,300 
miles, rear entry, variable suspension, 
long MOT, £3,500 ono. Tel: 01252 
721209 (Surrey). 


METRO 1.3, AUTO, E reg, adapted to left 
handed and left legged driver. Free to 
good home. Tel: 01525 862206. 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT, J REG, 40k miles, 
new MOT. Good runner/condition, 
shortened ramp. £4,000 ono. Tel: 01223 
202141. 


ELAP ROTATING CAR 
seat to fit Ford Orion. Can be adapted 
for any car. £150 ono. Tel: 01772 822628 
or 01772 718240. 


FIAT PUNTO 55 SX, N reg, dark blue, 27k 
miles, Milford person hoist passenger 
seat. Very easy to use, needs only one 
helper. £4,500 ono. Tel: 01524 425532. 


FORD COURIER 1.8, diesel, P reg, 46k 
miles. Brotherwood conversion, mint 
condition. New MOT. Tel: 020 8204 
0934 or 020 8204 3293. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 1.8, SGL, E reg, white. 
Brotherwood raised roof conversion, 
MOT Sepv’ 01, 92k miles, clean and reliable. 
£1,950 ono. Tel: 01493 393358 (Norfolk). 


HOIST TO LIFT SCOOTER. 

Will fit most cars. Never used, £395 ono. 
Also, hoist to lift person, as new, £545 
ono. Both hoists are electric and made by 
Autochair. Tel: 01536 524170. 


HORACEK KIMBA 3261 pushchair. Tilt-in- 
space model with head support, thorax 
pads, 4-point harness, foot straps and 
tray. Excellent condition. Sale due to 
change in user’s posture needs. Cost 
£1,850 in 1998, consider £850 ono. Suit 
age 4-10. Tel: 0118 942 0319. 


RELAXER CHAIR-LIFT/recline, electromassage, 
remote control, £1,250. Riviera bathlift, 
£450 ono. Churchill stairlift, fits 13-tread 
straight stairway, £1,250 ono. All of the 
aforementioned less than 2 years old and 
in excellent condition. Tel: 01292 315558. 


ORTHOKINETICS, TOP of the range reclining/ 
rising armchair, fully automatic, used 6 
months only. £1,000 ono. Tel: 01524 
425532. 


GEWA PAGE TURNER with scan control, 
brilliant for paperbacks, plus switch. 
Supplied by Possum who support Gewa 
equipment. Half price at £750 ono. Also, 
special drive under table, free. Tel: 01242 
674866 (Cheltenham). 


4-BED SEMI, RETFORD, 

Notts. Fully w/chair accessible inside/out. 
3 bedrooms upstairs, family bathroom, 
stairlift, large bedroom with wheel-in 
shower downstairs. Gch, wide doors, 
low hob and oven, all low switches. 
Garden/patio and raised planters. Close 
to local amenities, rail, town centre, Al, 


M1. £60,000. Tel: 01777 869479. 


DETACHED 3-BED house plus annexe on 


ground floor with sunny lounge/kitch- 
enette and twin bedroom with ensuite 


If you want to 
sell something, 
fill out the form 
bottom. For 
personal ads, 
follow the 
instructions 
below 


For personal ads, submit 
about 25 words and send 
a cheque or postal order 
for £6 payable to Disability 
Now with your ad. This is 
to help cover our costs. 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number 
and mark the envelope 
Private and Confidential. 
If you do not it will be 
opened. Send to DN, 
address on page 2. 


Conditions 


Disability Now maintains the right to 
amend or withdraw linage adverts 
without prior notice. All adverts must 
comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. 


Telephone numbers and addresses will 
not be placed in personal adverts, 
instead Box Numbers will be provided. 
Box Numbers cannot be used for the 
sale of documents or goods. 


Linage adverts can only be used 
by private individuals. All commercial 
enquiries must be addressed to the 
Advertising Manager (see imprint on 
page 2). 


DN cannot except responsibility for 
loss or damage of adverts or letters 
during forwarding. 


To help you sell your product, 
when you place a linage advert 


in the paper it will automatically 
be placed on our website for 
one month as well. 


accessible shower/we in level, warm 
Worthing. £250,000 + £5,000 for carpets, 
cooker and curtains. The house has 
patio, trees and raised flower beds. Tel: 


01386 552918. 


LONDON BLACKHEATH SE3, detached 
house, 6 beds, 3 reception rooms, 4 
bathrooms, kitchen and conservatory. 
Lift, flat access. Near shops, park, rail, 
and buses. 2-car drive and garden. 
£650,000. Tel: 020 8853 0882, e-mail: 


dascott@cwcom.net for details. 


¢ Computers/IT 


WINDBAG SOFTWARE, NEW, £50. Tel: 
01962 854292. 
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Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a 
classified advertisement (not Personal adverts). Write clearly in block 
capitals. Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space 
in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 
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Choose an advert style from far right. Send this coupon with your name, address, 
j daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to 
j Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


I DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. 


Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


| | 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 


EXAMPLE OF standard linage advert. 
Cost: £5.50 per line. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 
semi-display linage advert. Cost: £5.50 
per line plus £10. Tick box below. 


EXAMPLE OF 


box linage advert. Cost: £5.50 per line 
plus £20. Tick box below. 


O Standard linage advert 
C} Semi-display linage advert 
an Box linage advert 
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e For sale 


¢ Contracts and tenders 


Classified 39 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 
CXS Extra Strong Playpens. 
AN Extra Large Stairgates. 
ne Fitted Padded Play Areas. 
High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adam.price@lineone.net 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLES BOUGHT AND SOLD 


Selection of 20-25 mostly one 
owner low mileage vehicles in 
stock from £3,000 - £15,000. 


For full dealer facilities 
contact Graham Clarke 


01634 243596 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


PEUGEOT EXPERT 
EX DEMONSTRATION TURBO DIESEL, 
ELECTRIC PACK, METALLIC PAINT, 
FULL CONVERSION WITH REAR RAMP. 


ONLY £12495-00 


INTERBILITY LTD - 01438 747448 


Continued bottom right 


Disability Now’s 
comprehensive holiday 
coverage begins in the 

January 2001 issue. 


So, if you want 66,000 
readers to see what your 
company can offer, or the 
benefits of staying in your 

accommodation, call Richard 
or Patrick now! 
Richard: 020 7619 7336 
Patrick: 020 7619 7320 
Fax: 020 7619 7331 

M’com: 020 7619 7332 
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Training Programme for 
Trainers in Disability 
Equality 
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Would you like to gain the skills, 
knowledge and awareness to 
produce effective Disability Training 
for groups of adults? Phab’s 
Programme is accredited by the 
National Open College Network 
and offers 6 full day 
sessions and access to Phab’s 
library of training materials. 
Next courses Greenwich - 4th April 
in 2001: North-West - June 


Details from Katy Bigwood at Phab 
Summit Hse, Wandle Rd, Croydon CRO 1DF 
Tel: 020 8667 9443 Fax:020 8681 1399 
or email:phab@ukonline.co.uk 


New Deal For 
Disabled People 


The New Deal for Disabled People (NDDP) is to be extended from summer 2001. 


This extension builds on the Government's overall New Deal initiative aimed at helping people into 


Department for 
Education and Employment 


work. Since 1998 we have been testing innovative ways of helping people in receipt of incapacity 


benefits to find and keep work through a series of pilots. The extension will build on learning from 


these pilots, while continuing to innovate and test what works best in helping disabled people into 


sustained employment. 


We are looking for proposals from organisations with the expertise and commitment to act 


as brokers, motivating employers and disabled people and bringing them together. Their 


task will be to support more disabled people into sustained employment. 


More details are included in the NDDP Job Broker prospectus and information will also be available 


from a series of briefing events beginning in late November/early December to be held in England, 


Scotland and Wales. Invitation to Tender documents will be available from 27th November. 


If you feel your organisation has the expertise to become involved, please contact our events 


manager for a copy of the NDDP prospectus and information about the briefing events: 


New Deal for Disabled People Team, Paul James Associates Ltd, The Pump House, 


Abbey Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham NG2 5NE. Tel: 0115 977 8332, Fax: 0115 981 8814 


E-mail: conferenceregistration@pauljamesassociates.co.uk 


e Courses 


7-Day Intensive Training Courses 


for those using an Alternative, Augmentative Communication system. 
David Morris, Soeech and Language Therapist, ChatAbility and 
Anthony Robertson, AAC Consultant, Independent Expressions 
are pleased to announce the dates for these Courses in 2001. 


For further details contact: Independent Expressions on 01438 813658 
or e-mail: Independent.Expressions@btinternet.com 


19-26 January, Center Parcs, Suffolk 30 March-6 April, Center Parcs, Suffolk 
9-16 February, Center Parcs, Suffolk 27 April-4th May, Center Parcs, Suffolk 
2-9 March, Oasis, Cumbria 1-8 June, Oasis, Cumbria 
The aim is to increase awareness of the person's AAC system, to teach 
vocabulary in a meaningful way and increase the potential of users of 
AAC systems to become more independent living more successfully. 


Growing Older with a 
Severe Communication Impairment 


A Unique Study Day 
for social care workers, social workers, nurses, physios, OTs, SLTs, 
and anyone with an interest in ageing or augmentative communication 


Presented by 
SUSAN BALANDIN 
Centre for Developmental Disability Studies, NSW, Australia 


JOAN MURPHY & NORMAN ALM 
University of Stirling | University of Dundee 


Communication Matters is hosting two regional study days on 
the effects of growing older on the communication skills and 
needs of people with cerebral palsy, dementia, MND and learning 
disability, with particular reference to the use of augmentative 
and alternative communication. Now at two UK venues in 2001: 


London on 2 February 200! & Perth on 8 February 2001 
Delegate Rate: £75 (£65 if paying before 12 January) 


For a Registration Form or further information, please contact 
COMMUNICATION MATTERS Tel: 0870 606 5463 


Employment & 
Service 


Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council 
Tender for a Direct Payments Support Service 


Blackburn with Darwen is establishing a Direct Payments 

Scheme. Tenders are invited from suitable contractors 

for the supply of a Support Service to people using the 
cheme. 


LACKBUR 
DarweN 


Any organisation interested in being considered for the supply of § 
this Support Service will need to complete a Tender Evaluation 
Questionnaire and supporting documentation. The closing date for 
the return of the Questionnaire is 3 January 2001 and suitable 
organisations will be invited to give a presentation on their 
organisation and the Support Service in mid January. 


Further information on the Direct Payment Scheme and Support § 
Service can be obtained from Hilary Swarbrick, Group Manager 
Physical Disabilities, tel: 01254 587579. 


Copies of the Tender documents can be obtained from Wendy 
Humphreys, Planning and Development Officer at Jubilee House, 
Jubilee Street, Blackburn BBI ET. 


¢ For sale 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 


VW Transporter 800S 1.9, turbo diesel, 2000 V, 5k miles, green. Lowered floor, WAV conversion 
(demonstrator) £16,995 
Renault Kangoo 1.9, diesel, 1998 S, white. Full lowered floor, WAV conversion (new) £10,495 
Fiat Scudo 1.9, turbo diesel, 1998 R, white. Full lowered floor, WAV conversion (new) £13,850 
VW Caravelle 2.0, petrol, 1993 L, red. Side entry wheelchair access £6,250 
Nissan Vanette/Serena 2.3, diesel, 1997 P, Gowrings lowered floor, WAV conversion £8,995 
Ford Courier 1.8, diesel, 1997 R, 18k miles, white. New lowered floor, WAV conversion £10,495 
Renault Extra 1.9, diesel, 1995 M, white. Lowering suspension, lowered floor and raised roof £6,495 
VW Transporter SWB 1.9, turbo diesel, 1995 M, green. 4 passengers, driver and wheelchair, WAV 
conversion £9,750 
Mercedes Vito 108D 2.3, diesel, 1998 R, 29k miles, white. Lowered rear entrance with ramp, wheelchair 
passenger sits alongside driver, 3 passengers and driver £13,750 
Ford Transit 2.0, petrol, auto, 1995 M, blue. Full remote control rear doors and Ricon lift, wheelchair driver 
transfers into 6-way seat. This vehicle like new — only 1,200 miles from new £POA 


All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 


95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG 
Tel: (01334) 657722, fax: (01334) 657711, 


e-mail: sales@gleneaglesconversions.co.uk aGlenea iles 


website: www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 


‘Conversions Lid 
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¢ Holidays 


WYE Specialising in Holidays 
VALLEY for Disabled People 
Glorious valley & river views, 3 acre gardens, 
3 lounges & conservatory. T.V./Radio all 
rooms. Menu choices. Physio, hairdresser. 
MINIBUS OUTINGS TO TINTERN, SYMOND’S 
YAT ETC TAKES WHEELCHAIRS - CAN ALSO 
COLLECT/RETURN TO YOUR HOME. 

nent prog. Rates from £250/week 


The Prior 
ar 


Amas entertain 


(01594) 530855 for brochure etc. 
78% The Priory Res. Home, nr Tintern NP25 4TP 


LinperH Hows Country House HOTEL 
Set in six acres of beautiful - Indoor Swimming Pool 
+ Two Lounges - Cosy Bar 
Our new ground floor aoe 
major are wheelchair accessible 
atl & have disabled facilities. (T 
colour brochure 015394 45759 


————  wwwiindeth-howeco.uk = 


grounds overlooking 


|| Lake Windermere. 


Small hotel couse ‘and run 
j Home from home. Happy aad friendly. Home 
cooked food. Diets catered for. All bedrooms 
en-suite. Our own swimming pool and grass 
| bowling green. Golfing bookings can be made. 
| We are fully equipped for wheelchair users, 
their families and friends. Met at Faro airport. 
For brochures and flights with A.T.0.L. agents, 


tel: 01235 521804 


ust - Cornwall 
Single storey Cottage - 4 Stars 

Category 1 - all needs catered for 
Troha al setting - beautiful rural views 


Woodhead Cottage 
Dulnain Bridge, Speyside. 
| Cosy cottage by private woodland setting with || 
H attractive | ildlife. Great Highland 
holiday/touring Highest category STB 
] approved. 3 bedro one with ensuite ceiling 
track/hoist to bed, toilet and bath. Level 
) wheel-in chair shower. highly recommended by 
wheelchair user. Sleeps 6. For brochure contact: 
| Ian & Catriona Shearer, tel: 01479 851298, 
\ e-mail: woodheadcottage@hotmail.com 


Western Canada!! 
Are you disabled? 
Totally in a wheelchair? 
Well it is possible, and hassle-free when you travel 
cifically equipped to meet your 
needs. | am your tour guide and driver. You enjoy 
the holiday with your family, friends or carer. 
For information 


Tel: 01653 628707 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 


& HOME WITH A HEART FOR 
DISABLED TRAVELLERS! 


~” 


| PACIOUS, LUXURY, ADAPTED BUNGALOW 
SITUATED ON GOLF COURSE 

| 3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS 
(MANGAR BATHLIFT INSTALLED), 

| B = LOCAL TELEPHONE CALLS, 

| CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 

\ 


| ; . 5 PARK LANE, 

| BROUGHT K, SALFORD M7 4HT. 
j TELW/FAX: 0161 792 3029 

' BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


4 All adverts must comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice. 


| Telephone numbers and addresses 

f will not be placed in personal 

| adverts, for confidentiality. Instead, § 
Box Numbers will be provided. } 
Likewise, telephone numbers and 

} addresses will not be given out over 

j the telephone if requested. 


| Box Numbers can be requested for 

f non-personal adverts. However, it 
may limit the response to it. If 
you want to advertise documents, 
goods or services contact Richard 
Gresham (tel: 020 7619 7336) or 
Patrick Durham-Matthews (tel: 020 
7619 7320), fax: 020 7619 7331. 


Linage adverts can only be used by 
private individuals. All commercial 
enquiries must be addressed to 
Richard Gresham (see above). 


DN cannot except responsibility for 
loss or damage of adverts or 
letters during forwarding. It is the 
responsibility of the advertiser to 
check the content of their advert, 
and to ensure any abbreviations 


cannot be misunderstood. 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 40 to 42) 


NEWHAM 
COLLEGE 


OF FURTHER 


EDUCATION 


EXCITING NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
IN LEARNER SUPPORT 


We provide outstanding support for students (confirmed by FEFC 
inspection). As part of our continuing development, we are looking for 
new team members who are committed to and experienced in the 
delivery of high quality learner support. Flexibility and the ability to 
develop innovative learning solutions are essential qualities for these 
posts 


Dyslexia Support Tutor/Co-ordinator 
(Specific Learning Difficulties) 
Up to £26,247 per annum 
Ref: ATL/27 
Disability Support Tutor/Co-ordinator 
(Learning Difficulties and Disabilities) 
Up to £26,247 per annum 
Ref: ATL/29 


Disability Support Worker (.5) 


Up to £13,992 per annum (pro rata) 
Ref: ATL/256 


For a full information & application pack please telephone: 


020 8257 4450 


or e-mail: job.vacancies@newham.ac.uk 
Please quote reference number in all communications. 
Closing Date: Friday 8th December 2000 


See Vin Fee 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


Please note that Newham College is a no smoking employer 


Join the Learning Revolution — 


BBC Extend 


Providing BBC work placements for talented 
disabled people 


Paid Work Experience 
Opportunities for People 
with Disabilities 


Extend is an annual scheme, which offers disabled people an opportunity to 
gain twelve weeks paid work experience in a wide variety of business units 
across the BBC. Extend has 2 strands; the first offers placements in support 
areas; the second provides placements in programme making areas across 
radio, television, Broadcast & Presentation and Online. Placements on offer 
will include runners, broadcast assistants, researchers, broadcast journalists 
and trainee promotions director. 


We are now seeking applicants for strand 2. Placements on strand 2 are 
available in a wide variety of business units across the whole of the BBC - 
including London, Birmingham, Manchester, Derby, Luton, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. As well as matching the criteria for the individual 
placement, you will need to demonstrate occupational competence, an 
interest in broadcasting and an aptitude for team work. 


For further details and an application form, contact BBC 
Recruitment Services by 30th November (quote ref. 4791 1/DI and 
give your name and address) Tel: 020 8740 0005. 

Textphone: 0620 8225 9878. Postcard: PO Box 7000, 

London W12 8G}. E-mail: recserv@bbc.co.uk 

Online: www.bbc.co.uk/jobs/e479 I |.shtml 


Closes: December 4th. 


Working for equality of opportunity 


Reporter (£21,032-£23,457 inc. ILW). The UK's leading : als 
disability newspaper needs an experienced journalist to Disability NOW 
keep us first with the news, help with campaigning, and write a wide range of features. 


You must be enthusiastic, flexible, able to. tackle urgent assignments and meet deadlines. 
More details on www.disabilitynow. org.uk 


PS its ie ae ensuring disabled people have access to fashion awe al 


aWear IS RECRUITING A TEAM TO DEVELOP AND 
MARKET 2D PATTERN GENERATING SOFTWARE 


awear believes that all people have value and recognises that there are many 
people in society who have been denied equal opportunity. awear recognises 
that it is necessary to take positive steps to ensure that all people benefit 
from equality of opportunity, whether this is when awear is acting as employer, 
service provider or working with people as individuals or groups. 


awear is an organisation of disabled people & fashion professionals working 
to ensure disabled people have access to fashion. Our clothing customising 
software needs a team to take it from the working model we've developed to 
a product ready for commercial application. We require: 


Technical Co-ordinator £22-25,000 Baildon/Nottingham | 


A mathematical and engineering genius, working with the Programmer and 
Pattern Consultant, to play the lead role in designing our 2D pattern- 
generating software. Developing the algorithms we have created so far that 
make trouser pattern blocks, into software that will handle a more 
comprehensive range of body shapes and garment designs. 


£18-22,000 Baildon/Nottingham | 


A programmer with 1-2 years solid experience of VB 5/6 or Delphie to work 
closely with our Technical Co-ordinator in developing the clothing pattern 
generating software. Firsthand knowledge of taking an application through 
its entire lifecycle is essential, as well as an ability to follow a well-defined 
software development process. Knowledge of any of the following would be 
an advantage: Windows 95/98/NT, C/C++, DLL's, Activex, and Client-Server 
and database development. 


Clothing Services Development Officer | £14-18,000 Baildon/Nottingham 


To support and develop a national network of Clothing Services which 
address the particular clothing requirements of disabled people and to 
encourage their participation in developing the software and improving the 
service they offer to customers. Successful track record in project 
development and database development would be an advantage. 
Knowledge/experience of training including Disability Equality Training 
desirable. Ideally educated to degree level with an understanding of the 
fashion industry and its impact on disabled people. 


£22-25,000 Nottingham 


To develop a continuation and implementation strategy for the software and 
other products of awear including the Clothing Adviser training course and 
awear Accreditation. This job will involve building relationships within the 
fashion industry where the products will be tested and sold. 


Programmer 


| Sales and Marketing Manager 


In all the posts knowledge of disability equality issues is essential as you will 
be engaging with and encouraging the involvement of organisations of and 
for disabled people. 


awear’s technology is being developed within Fashion Services for Disabled 
People, a Clothing Service based in Baildon near Bradford. Our Head Office 
is in Nottingham. Potential for some home-based duties. 


For an application pack please contact: 

The Administrator, 

awear, Nottingham International Clothing Centre, 
Annesley Road, Hucknall, Nottingham, NG15 8AY 
Telephone/typetalk: 0115 953 0439 

Fax: 0115 953 7440 

E-mail: enquiry@awear.org.uk 


We welcome applications from members from all under- 

represented groups. Direct experience of disability is an advantage. 

If you have any queries or would like details of any of these posts . ) 
in other formats (tape, large print, Braille) or require any assistance 

or would like to pay us a visit please contact us. NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 


Closing date for applications: 22 December 2000 eS 


Lothian Centre for Integrated Living 
Manager 


) £22,083 - £26,769 (pay award pending), plus essential car user’s allowance 


LCIL is a user-led organisation committed to providing choice and equality 
of opportunity for disabled people. 


The Manager is responsible for the maintenance and development of this 
small but complex organisation which supports independent living, provides 
training opportunities for Employers of Personal Assistants, operates a 
Payroll Service and a Peer Counselling Service. 


The postholder will need to have a good working knowledge of how 
voluntary organisations operate, a good track record in management, and a 
personal commitment to and understanding of the social model of 
disability. A relevant professional qualification and/or demonstrated 
experience is essential. 


Applications from disabled people particularly welcome. Reasonable 
adjustments to the job will be considered. 


Further information, available in all formats, from LCIL, 57 Albion Road, 
Edinburgh EH7 5QY, telephone/minicom: 0131 475 2350. 


Whe aie 


Closing date: 15 December 2000. 
Interview date: 12 January 2001. 


Classified 41 


Near Salisbury - newly converted stable block 
self-catering units. Ground floor 1 double/twin 
bedroom en-suite wheel-in shower. Upstairs 
1 double, 1 single, shower room. Open plan kitchen 
& living room. Patio & shared garden. ETB category 
2, 4-star highly commended. Non-smoking. Prices 
from £195 pw. Available all year. Tel: 01722 349002, 
e-mail: mail@old-stables.co.uk, www.old-stables.co.uk 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 


Lots of villas, farmhouses, 

bungalows, hotels, B&B, car hire 

with hand controls, adapted 

vans and plenty to see and do. 

Contact: David Player Ra 

Tel: 00 351 289 393636 ca 

Fax: 00 351 289 397448 E-mail: dave@player.pt 


www.player.pt 


Of the 4,500 people who work for us 


in Charing Cross, Hammersmith, Queen 
Charlotte & Chelsea and Acton hospitals, 


many are registered disabled. 


But not enough. 


, ce) We think that we pay much more 
than lip service to equal opportunities 
and that means full access to all kinds 


of career development and training too. 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 


Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including indoor heated pool 
Take-away meals delivered and equipment loan 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


We need people to work in 


@ 
clerical, laboratory and management 
i Wil Ou Ou roles as well as medical and nursing 
e staff at all levels. 


It’s not what we can do for you, 


_ WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE: © 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. Book now for 2000 
Call or fax Ed Passant on 0208 885 4971 or 
e-mail: ed.passant@mail.com 


it’s what you can do for us. 

For more information about jobs 
available or any other questions, call 
Ayesha Qureshi on 020 8846 1481. 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location oyerlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure 


HAMMERSMITH HOSPITALS NHS TRUST 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 


SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT Tel (01924) 499220. 


FREEDOM OF THE GLEN HOTELS | 


Choose from 3 hotels in spectacular 
lochside settings near Fort William. 


CORPORATION We are looking for two people to support our Access Officer for People with Disabilities. Enjoy the freedom to select the hotel 


which sets the right atmosphere for your 
break. A choice of 10 rooms with disabled 
facilities, around the loch. 


Assistant Access Officer Administrative Assistant E-mail reservations @treedomglen co.uk 
£18,590 - £21,990 p.a. inclusive, Ref: AD6 £16,920 - £19,950 p.a. inclusive, Ref: AA7 www.freedomglen.co.uk 


The Corporation of London is working to create a built environment accessible to all. We are looking for an experienced person to give administrative and secretarial 
You will help to implement the Corporation’s various initiatives to improve access support to the Access Officer for Disabled People. Disabled people are directly 
to the streets and buildings within the ‘square mile’. The work will include undertaking involved in the work and the postholder will assist in organising the City of London 
surveys of buildings, assessing the need for adaptations, consulting with disabled Access Group meetings. 

people through organising and supporting the City of London Access Group, and Applicants should be able to provide word processing (copy and audio) services 
helping to ensure that architects and developers provide access and facilities innew —_tg a high standard (at least 70 wom) and will hold relevant certificates. The post 
and refurbished buildings in the City. holder is required to deal with telephone calls and enquiries and to undertake 
You should have experience of disability issues and a commitment to ensuring administrative tasks such as taking notes of meetings and liaising with members 
that disabled people are able to assume an independent role in society. of the public. A courteous and helpful manner is essential. Applicants should be 
A knowledge of relevant legislation and access standards and familiarity with able to demonstrate an understanding of some of the access issues faced by 
the planning and building control process are desirable but, more importantly, disabled people. 

you should have initiative and be able to work on your own. 


Are you enthusiastic and commited to improved access for disabled people? 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service 
Please ring or write for colour brochure 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


i CAREFREE HOLIDAYS: SPAIN — CosTA ALMERIA 
Does the idea of winter sunshine appeal to you? 
# Read on! Wheelchair accessible accommodation 
overlooking the Med’. Minibus for transfers and 
excursions. Good home cooking and FREE wine 
with meals. Personal care available. 
A totally relaxing holiday. 


For brochure call 020 8205 6778 


e-mail: bartlamcarefree@worldonline.fr 


Both the posts are based at Guildhall close to the Docklands Light Railway Station at Bank and main bus routes. Interest-free season ticket loans are available. 
Parking for orange/blue badge holders is available. The building has lift access and wheelchair accessible WCs. 


An application form and further details are available from the Director of Social Services, Milton Court, Moor Lane, London, EC2Y 9BL. Tel: 020 7332 1218 
or 020 7588 4579 (24 hour answerphone). Fax 020 7588 9173. Text Telephone: 020 7332 1574. 


Applications from disabled people are particularly welcome. Alternative format recruitment literature can be provided on request. 
The closing date for applications is Monday 18th December 2000 (5pm). 


The Corporation is committed to equality of opportunity and operates a no smoking policy. 


City AND COUNTY OF CARDIFF . 
% Personal Assistance Support Service 


Disability Sports Development Officer V Administrator (Direct Payments) 


Ashwellthorpe Halil Hotel nr Norwich 
‘BOOK NOW .FOR’2001 FOR DISCOUNT 


*Listed manor house *Vast grounds 
“wheelchair accessible throughout 

gy: “ceiling hoists *friendly atmosphere 

H Tel: 01508 489324 


TA «Brent Association of Disabled People 


(3 year fixed term contract) 
Ref. LL068011 Scale 6 £17,220 - £18,372 
pro rata (21 hours) 
We are seeking to appoint a highly motivated and committed person to join 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 


Hours: 17.5 pw (Some evening work may be required) 
Salary: £9,170 per annum. 


You will be establishing and managing administrative systems for a 


our Sports Development Unit. Your purpose will be to develop and enhance project which supports disabled people to receive direct payments en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location, 
i i 2 : ities f rj isabiliti H a tral for beaches and tourist attractions 
quality sporting and recreational opportunities for people with disabilities at in the Borough of Brent. A strong administrative background and a rutinnee Sahih ari nt 
grassroots level within the local community. You must possess excellent a flexible approach is required. The applicant must be a disabled More detalis and prices, contact: 
communication, organisational and administrative skills, hold a full driving person. Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


licence and be prepared to work flexible hours including weekends and 7, 
evenings. The post is financially supported by Disability Sport Cymru. The post is funded by the National Lottery Charities Board on a 
fixed term contract until 30 November 2003. 


Newlands Country House, Reydon 
Southwold, Suffolk 1P18 6NS 
Purpose built grade 1 wheelchair accessible 


Application form available from: suites, 4 diamonds. All rooms en-suite, tv 


‘ ; Closing date for applications is 15 December 2000. Ample carparking, large garden. For details 
Zz Central Advertising Unit, Room 435, Please call Kathleen Kennedy tel: 01502 722164, fax: 01502 724696 
i Se : www.southwold.blythweb.co.uk/newlands 
AC — ae eee ca Sys telephone: 020 8451 3822 extension 221. y 
sepa gears Z: : AMS or e-mail: badp @pop3.poptel.org.uk 
CARDIFF : sa ee as ipa Funded UMBRIA X 
‘a SERDYDD Tel: (029) 2087 2625 or write to: Brent Association of Disabled People by ihe Sea co pp 
VAEKIIY Closing Date: 15th December 2000 454 Harlesden Road Ls, peace wonder rau Welch fend 
. lodge and walks around lake & private nature reserve. 
> los S Willesden ) : oo use of wheely boat Great fly fishing 
The County Council operates a No Smoking Policy. Applications for Job Share as well as full-time working are welcome, - y 
a sceateptiake. Day Nursery ais at hee. I ae City Hall (subject to availability). A Summer/ Easter London NW1 (6) 38RX betceitab once pet tone 
ayscheme Is also in operation 
We are happy for TYPETALK users to contact us cbt our telephone number (029) 2087 2000. ; : omaee —— 01228 $76661 = 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AFFORDED TO ALL APPLICANTS. Please state format required, ie large print, Braille etc Serta 


APPOINTMENT WILL BE MADE ON MERIT. 


Also on page 40 
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Knowledge of London Examiners 


Starting salary £15,923 (inc. Location allowance) plus benefits. 


he licensing system for London’s licensed taxi trade is 
PA as one of the most effective in the world. A 
cornerstone of this reputation is the topographical knowledge of 
the capital, including the City Of London and its suburbs, or 
"Knowledge of London" as it is more commonly known, which 
London's taxi drivers must acquire before being licensed. 


Working at the Public Carriage Office (PCO) in north London, 
you could be part of a team of dedicated officers with 
responsibility for testing and assessing applicants standard of 
topographical knowledge, ensuring the reputation of London’s 
taxi trade is maintained. Through your own topographical 
knowledge and interpersonal skills you will advise and assist 
candidates as to what is expected of them and how this can best 
be achieved 


As in depth knowledge of London’s streets and places of 
interest will be essential and you should have passed the 
"Knowledge of London" or be at an advanced stage of study. You 
will be required to constantly update your knowledge for which 
time will be allocated. You should have good interpersonal skills 
and be comfortable addressing groups of up to 25 people, on 
how to study for the "Knowledge of London’. 


Benefits include an excellent non-contributory pension and 22 
days leave rising to 25 days after one year. 


The post is available on a full-time or part-time basis (minimum 
16 hours per week, pro rata) 


Please note that at the present time successful applicants will 
not be abie to hold a Cab Drivers licence whilst in post. 


If you have the necessary skills and can contribute positively to 
maintaining the London Taxi Trade’s worldwide reputation we 
want to hear form you. For further information and an 
application form telephone 020 7230 1678 quoting reference. 
KE or write to the Personnel Manager, Public Carriage Office, 
Transport for London, 15 Penton Street, London N1 9PU or 
e-mail pco.tfl@gtnet.gov.uk 


Closing date for applications: 15" December 2000. 


Armley Grange Drive, Leeds LS12 3QH 
MANAGER (37 hours) Ref: D58 
PO2 £22,659-£24,612 


An Executive Committee of disabled people and Leeds City 
Council’s Department of Social Services established the Leeds 
Centre for Integrated Living (LCIL) in January 1999. LCIL 
requires a dynamic and highly skilled person to manage the 


Centre. 


This post offers an exciting opportunity to put the Social Model 
of Disability into practice. The LCIL Manager will manage and 
develop services that assist disabled people to break down the 
barriers that exclude them from mainstream society. 


Candidates must demonstrate that they have the skills, knowledge 


and experience required to: 


e be responsible for the strategic development of LCIL and daily 


operation of its services. 


¢ manage and develop a staff team of 13 people, sessional workers 


and volunteers. 
® manage budgets and secure future funding. 


LCIL provides services developed and run by disabled people for 
disabled people and is moving towards independent status. It is 


Leeds Centre For Integrated Livin 


Motor Vehicle Examiners 


£15,923 rising to £21,698 (inc. London Allowance). 


ll of London’s thousands of black cabs have one thing in 

common — no one hits the streets for hire until we are 
certain that it is totally safe to carry passengers. Before issuing 
a licence, we check each cab thoroughly to ensure that it meets 
the highest standards of maintenance. In this role, you'll work 
as part of a highly skilled team, testing each cab’s overall 
mechanical condition and preparing a clear report of 
recommendations. 


Along with formal training as a motor mechanic, technical, or 
equivalent experience, you will need to have worked for several 
years in the motor vehicle industry, and must have a flair for 
communicating clearly at all levels. Maturity and confidence are 
also essential to the role. 


You will be required to visit sites across London so access to a 
vehicle is necessary, for which an allowance will be paid. Other 
benefits of the position will include a non-contributory pension, 
season ticket loan and car parking facilities. 


Part-time, (which is a minimum of 22 hours, pro rata) will be 
considered for licensing inspections at Penton Street. 


For information and an application form please telephone 
020 7230 1678 quoting reference PCE or write to the Personnel 
Manager at; 15 Penton Street, London, N1 9PU or e-mail 
pco.tfl@gtnet.gov.uk 


If you have applied previously you do not need to reapply. 
Closing date for applications: 4” December 2000. 
Working towards equality. 


Transport for London 


(Pr co 


PUBLIC CARRIAGE OFFICE 


e Services 


AGES Community Care 
Are you older and/or disabled? 
Do you need an extra pair of 
hands around the house? 
We specialise in 24hr care, 
365 days a year. 

@ Personal care 

@ Respite care 

@ Housework 

® Shopping 

@ Live in companion 
For a free no obligation, 


no commitment assessment of 
your needs, ring AGES on 


0208 646 7649 


E-mail: AGES @ Communitycare.freeserve.co.uk 


——~ 
= _ == 


All staff carefully vetted for your assurance 
Registered in England and Wales 
Reg. No. 3665912 


Birkdale Clinic: my practice has a relaxed and tranquil 
atmosphere. The aim of the treatment, which comes 
about as a result of co-operation between myself, as the 
therapist, and the patients, is to empower, encourage 
and motivate the person to regain their confidence and 
awareness of their body. Call Mrs Bondarenko, 


Tel: 020 8998 9403 


anticipated that, because of the duties and requirements of this post 
and LCIL services, the person appointed will be a disabled person. 


he Department is committed to training and developing its staff. 
Applications welcome from all, irrespective of gender, race, 
marital status, age, or whether lesbian or gay. 
We are able to offer you, supervision, induction, staff development 
scheme and a relocation package. 
For further information contact Leeds Centre for Integrated 

Sea TY Ei Oe Ss 
Living Telephone: Voice, Leeds (0113) 214 3599, Minicom Leeds 
(0113) 214 3598 or email: info@leedscil.org.uk 
For application forms and job outlines please ring our answerphone 
service (24 hours) on Leeds (0113) 247 7965, minicom (0113) 247 
G4 a9 5 vp : 
8769, or apply in writing enclosing a large self addressed envelope 
to Director of Social Services, Selectapost 9, 110 Merrion Centre; 
Leeds LS2 8QB. 


Closing date: 14th December 2000 


“WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY” 
The City Council has a No Smoking Policy 
FULL-TIME POST(S) SUITABLE FOR JOB SHARING 


a 


LEEDS 


CITY COUNCIL 


For more information on jobs with 
Leeds City Council see 
www.leeds.gov.uk/vacancies 
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¢ Personal 


Handidate 


Introduction Agency 


For disabled and 
able-bodied 
people 

Established 1987 


Tel: 01473 226950 
Fax: 01473 254030 


E-mail: handidate@btinternet.com 
Website: www.-handidate.com 


Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2BR 
A member of ABIA 


Zool 


Classified deadlines for the 
January issue: 
Booking deadline: 1 Dec 
Copy deadline: 5 Dec 


North Warwickshire NHS Trust and 
George Eliot Hospital NHS Trust 


wish to recruit to the post of 


Disability Officer 


£23,172 pa 
Two-year funded post 


Full-time, Part-time or Job Share 
You will be responsible for implementation of key aspects of the Disability Discrimination 
Act in the two Trusts. North Warwickshire NHS Trust provides a range of community based 
health services including mental health and learning disability services. The George Eliot 
Hospital NHS Trust provides acute hospital services on its site in Nuneaton. 


You will be responsible for developing a programme of disability awareness training for 
staff and for developing best practice in communication with patients. You will be directly 
involved in the delivery of training as well as co-ordinating input from local disability 
groups and external trainers. This work is part of a larger equalities agenda being 
undertaken by both Trusts. 


A job description and application form are available from Mrs M. Skidmore, George 
Eliot Hospital NHS Trust, College Street, Nuneaton CV10 7D4J. Tel: (024) 7686 5072. 


For an informal discussion please telephone Warick Evans on the same number or 
Christine Trethowan on (024) 7664 2200. 


Closing date for applications: 12 noon 12th December 2000. 
Interviews will be held in early January. 


Both Trusts meet the criteria to use the Employment Service disability symbol 

and guarantee an interview to disabled applicants meeting the requirements of 

the person specification. Applications are particularly welcomed from people NHS 
with personal experience of disability. 


Disability Alliance Merton (via Merton MIND) 


Co-ordinator 
Scale SO2 £22,326-£23,553pa 
36 hours per week 


This project is funded by the National Lottery. 
The Alliance is a consortium of voluntary organisations working in 
the field of disability. 


The project is about real work opportunities, support and 
development of small voluntary organisations and campaigning. 

A good understanding of employment problems faced by people 
with physical, sensory impairment, learning disabilities and mental 
health problems is required. 

Project management experience is essential, and some experience 
of the private sector is desirable. 


Uda] SdueI|\y ApIGesiq 


For a job application please telephone 020 8648 6565, or write to: 
Merton MIND, Vestry Hall, London Road, Mitcham, CR4 3UD. 


Closing date for applications is 10 December 2000. 


We are an equal opportunities employer. 


Shelter 


An open letter to the Advertising Manager 


What do you want, 
equality or profit? 


e would like to, as a charity we cannot afford to 
ority’ press. 


Tel: 
020 7505 2000 


Much as W 
advertise all of our vacancies in all of the ‘min 
t completely committed 


FAK 
020 7505 2369 
wee SITE: 


This does not mean that we are no Sak 
y of equality of opportunity. We Shelter 


88 Old Street 


to upholding our polic : 
ek more applications from minority ethnic tev 9Mu 


ctively se 
a : d lesbians 


groups, people with disabilities, gay men an 


and older people. By publishing this letter you will help us 


to encourage your readers to apply for our vacancies 


an be seen in national, local, regional or specialist 


which ¢ . 
press. Together we can stamp out inequality. 


Homelessness knows no barriers. 


Nor does our recruitment policy. 


Disability Now is also 
available on tape. For 
details, contact 
Subscriptions at 6 Market 
Road, London, N7 9PW or 
tel: 020 7619 7317. 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements 

it prints and all readers are advised 
to check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 


——————— SS et eee 


have sound and light effects. 
MyBot is even more interactive 
— you can add on six smart 
bricks for a range of effects 
including a cockpit LCD 
display. 

By using a simple 
screwdriver (see picture left) 
both toys can be made into 
at least two or three 
different vehicles to 
keep the kids absorbed 
for longer. So Dad won’t 
need to open his tool 
box (probably much to his 
frustration!) 

Both toys are 
suitable for 
children ee 
over four 


designs to give away to lucky 
readers — a first prize of one 
gam, MyBot worth £49.99 
Mees (above and top right), and 
four runners-up 


very Christmas 

brings a new 
fad toy that’s 
out of 
fashion 
within days. 
But one toy 
that remains 
permanently 
popular is 
Lego, and it’s 
no longer 
just a 
collection of 
square blocks. 

DN has some of the latest 


; prizes of 
Racing Cars worth 

£19.99 (left and right). 
Both are part of the 

Action Wheelers range that 


years old. 
There’s Lego for 
children of all ages, from the 
baby, duplo and basic ranges, 


Mr Buddy (£8.99, far left) 
says “It’s magic time” 
when squeezed, Daisy . 
Do Right (£8.99, 
centre) says “He he, 
that’s fun! Woo, woo 


ares the Christmas 

toy theme, and for those 

wanting something a bit more 
cuddly, we have eight soft toys 
to give 

away. 


1» 
i): 


PC Nod Off 
(E792, 


above) will no doubt keep 
everyone amused as it blows 


“le 


raspberries. 


For further details on Tomy 
products, tel: 020 7736 4022. 


These Tomy 
characters, taken from the 
children’s tv show Dream 
Street, are suitable for children 
aged 18 months and over. 


right) will start 
to snore, and 
Hot Air (£8.99, 


Se. Tick your chosen competition circle(s) below, add your details, and send FOR 
FREE to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR, or you can fax it on 
020 7619 7331, or e-mail the details to editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


+ O Lego 


Up for grabs 43 


Keep them entertained 


and the Action Wheelers, to the 
advanced Technic range. 
There’s even themed Lego, such 
as Winnie the Pooh, Mickey 
Mouse and Star Wars. 
So remember, Lego’s for 

life, not just for 
Christmas! 


Point, 33 Bath Road, Slough, 
Berks SL1 3UE tel: 0845 708 

0070, or visit the website at: 

www.lego.com 


Batteries are not included. For a 
Lego catalogue write to Lego 
Consumer Services, Capital 


All the 

best news, 
views, jobs 
and offers. 
On sale 22 


December. 


MICHAEL MELIA 


Isobella Gamberini gets her hair cut by top hairdresser 
Peter Forrester back in January 1998. 


GETTING AWAY FROM IT ALL 

DN’s three-part holiday series begins with adventure holidays, 
breaks for 18 to 30-year-olds and a survey of airline travel. Plus 
travel stories readers have told us. 


NEW YEAR, NEW YOU 
Two brave spirits submit themselves to the mercies of a top 
hairdresser and make-up artist. 


HOW TO ... SUE UNDER THE DDA 


First of a new series that gives the practical advice you’ve asked for. 


(Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
Please reserve me a regular copy of 
Disability Now until further notice 
Please deliver a copy of Disability Now 
to my home address 


BUMS ocelot 
Cll ces See eee oe ete ne, ch. Meester t-te 


© Closing date for offers: 22.12.2000 ¢ Entrants must be over 18 ¢ No proof of purchase 
required ¢ UK entrants only ¢ No cash alternatives * Winners notified by post ¢ Editor’s 
decision is final ¢ Special offers not open to DN staff or associates ¢ Winners may be announced 
in DN « This is a joint partnership with Lego and Tomy and we may use your name and address for further marketing 
' purposes. Please tick the box if you do not wish your name and address to be included J 


OSI COS ae eile hao reared dear 


SiQMatUre? a acnssseceesrsesneeessntnestnenenenenentnsneneneanennntnrnenenennt 
To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is 
published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London 


N7 9PW. 
It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart 


Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 
Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 
Disabilitynow December 2000 
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